502. Dogs and Cats

502.01 License Required. No person shall own, keep, harbor any dog or cat over the
age of three months within the city unless a license has first been secured. Licenses shall be
issued by the city administrator for a fee as set forth in Section 210. Each person owning,
keeping or harboring a dog or cat shall pay the license fee imposed to the city administrator on
or before the first day in January in each year, upon acquiring ownership or possession of any
unlicensed dog or cat. Every application for a license shall be accompanied by a certificate
from a qualified veterinarian showing that the dog or cat to be licensed has been given a
vaccination against rabies within a period of one year preceding the application for license.

502.02 Tags. The city administrator shall also procure a sufficient number of suitable
metallic tags, the shape of which shall be different for each license year, and he shall deliver
one appropriate tag to the owner when the fee is paid. The owner shall cause the tag to be
affixed by a permanent metal fastener to the collar of the dog or cat.

502.03 Running at Large.

Subd. 1. Prohibited. No person who owns, keeps, or harbors any dog or
cat, whether licensed or not, shall permit or allow the dog or cat to run at large.

Subd. 2. Leash. The provisions of Subdivision 1 shall not prohibit the
appearance of any dog or cat upon the streets, public places, or public property of the city when
the dog or cat is on a leash and is kept under the control of an accompanying person.

Subd. 3. Beach. No dog or cat running at large or on a leash shall be
permitted or allowed upon the City beaches.

502.04 Enforcement. Any dog or cat not licensed as required by 502.01, or any dog
or cat in violation of 502.04 may be impounded pursuant to 502.07.

502.05 Dog Pound and Dog Catcher. The council shall, from time to time, designate
a place as city dog pound where suitable arrangements are made for keeping and maintaining
any dogs or cats which may be seized or taken into custody by any officer of the city, pursuant
to this chapter. The council shall, from time to time, appoint an official dog catcher and
poundmaster, who shall have the authority of a police officer of the city insofar as necessary or
proper in the enforcement of this chapter. Such dog catcher and poundmaster shall subscribe
an oath and give each bond as the council may determine. They shall have such compensation
as the council shall determine.

502.06 Impounding.

Subd. 1. Procedure. The animal control personal or the police officers of
the city may impound any dog or cat found without the license tag required by 502.03, any dog
or cat harbored or kept in violation of this code, and any dog or cat running at large or
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otherwise in violation of 502.04. Any dog or cat impounded shall be immediately delivered to
the pound master, and the Public Works Department shall be notified immediately. The Public
Works Department shall give written notice of the impounding to the owner of the dog or cat,
or if the owner is unknown or cannot be found, he shall post notice of the impounding in one or
more conspicuous places in the city. The notice shall describe the dog or cat by sex, color, and
breed, and shall include a statement that if the dog or cat is not redeemed on or before a
specified date, which shall be not less than five business days after giving notice, except in the
case of a feral cat (a cat which exhibits behavior indicating fear and/or aggressiveness towards
humans and does not show signs of having received domestic care from humans recently)
which shall be for three days, the dog or cat will be destroyed or otherwise disposed of.

Subd. 2. Redemption. Any impounded dog or cat may be redeemed by
the owner by the date specified pursuant to Subdivision 1 by paying an impound fee as set
forth in Section 210, plus the daily boarding charge for each day. No unlicensed dog or cat
shall be released by the pound master unless a license is first procured. A rabid dog or cat may
not be redeemed but shall be destroyed immediately.

Subd. 3. Disposal. Any impounded dog or cat not redeemed by the date
specified pursuant to Subdivision 1 may be sold. Any impounded dog or cat not redeemed or
sold shall be humanly disposed of by the pound master. (Ordinance No. 339, Adopted
1/12/2012)

502.07 Bites. Whenever any person owning, possessing, or harboring any dog or cat
shall learn that the dog or cat has bitten any human being, the person shall immediately
impound said dog or cat in a place of confinement where it cannot escape or have access to any
human being or other animal, and shall also immediately notify the chief of police. Whenever
the chief of police shall learn that any human being has been bitten by any dog or cat he shall
ascertain the identity of such dog or cat, and the person owning, possessing, or harboring it,
and shall immediately direct the person to forthwith confine the dog or cat. Any dog or cat so
confined shall be kept continuously so confined for a period of fourteen days from the day the
dog or cat bit a human being. The chief of police shall cause the confined dog or cat to be
periodically inspected for rabies by a qualified person. If the dog or cat is found to be rabid, it
shall be immediately destroyed.

502.08 Muzzling. If the Mayor determines that such action is necessary to protect the
public health and safety because of the prevalence of rabies, the mayor may issue a
proclamation ordering every person owning, keeping, or harboring a dog to confine it securely
on his premises unless it is muzzled so that it cannot bite. Every person owning, keeping, or
harboring a dog shall comply with the proclamation. Any dog off the owner's premises may be
summarily destroyed by the dog catcher or police officers, during the period of time fixed in
the proclamation.

502.09 Potentially Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.

Subd. 1. Definitions. The City of Detroit Lakes hereby adopts by
reference the definitions provided in Minn. Stat. 347.50 as now in effect or as may be hereafter
amended.
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Subd. 2. Dangerous Dogs. The Owner of a dangerous dog must comply
with the requirements of Min. Stat. 347.50 through 347.54 as now in effect or as may be
hereafter amended.

Subd. 3. Procedure For Designating A Dog As Potentially Dangerous Or

Dangerous.

A. Authorized Personnel. “Authorized personnel” as used in this section,
shall mean a Detroit Lakes Animal Control Officer or the Chief of
Police (or designee).

B. Authority. Authorized Personnel shall have the authority based upon
their professional judgment to designate a dog as potentially dangerous
or dangerous as defined in state law or in this section.

C. Notice of Designation. Upon a designation by Authorized Personnel
that a dog is potentially dangerous or dangerous, the city shall provide
notice of the designation to the dog’s Owner by serving a designation
notice upon the Owner in the same manner as provided for service of
civil process or by certified mail with return receipt requested. Mailed
notice shall be effective two days after mailing to the Owner’s last
known address. The designation notice shall include the following:

1) A description of the dog designated as potentially dangerous or
dangerous;

2) The factual basis for that determination;

3) The name of the Authorized Personnel making the
determination,;

4) Notice of requirement for registration within 14 days;
5) Notice of right to appeal.

D. Immediate compliance with state law. Upon notification that a dog has
been designated as dangerous or potentially dangerous, the dog’s Owner
must comply with state law requirements for muzzling and confining it
in an enclosure.

Subd. 4. Appeal. The Owner of the dog may appeal the designation by a
written appeal statement received at the office of the City Administrator within ten (10) day
after the designation notice is served upon the Owner. The appeal statement must include a
summary statement as to why the dog should not be declared potentially dangerous or
dangerous as the case may be.
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A. Hearing. The City Administrator shall hold a hearing within Fourteen
(14) days after receipt of the appeal statement. Within Ten (10) business
days after conclusion of the hearing, the City Administrator shall make
written findings of fact and a written decision as to whether the dog is
potentially dangerous or dangerous pursuant to this code.

B. Findings. The City Administrator’s findings and decision must be
served upon the dog’s Owner in the same manner as the designation
notice provided above. Notice of the decision is effective upon delivery
or mailing.

C. Court appeal. The decision of the City Administrator is final but may be
appealed by a writ of certiorari to the district court within 30 days after
notice of the decision.

D. Compliance. Ifthe City Administrator upholds the designation made by
Authorized Personnel, the dog’s Owner must comply with requirements
of state law and this ordinance.

Subd. 5. Designation.

A. Any dog inside the Detroit Lakes city limits may be designated as a
potentially dangerous dog if the dog:

1) When unprovoked inflicted bites on a human or domestic animal
on public or private property;

2) When unprovoked, chases or approaches a person, including a
person on a bicycle, upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public or
private property, other than the dog owner’s property, in an
apparent attitude of attack; or

3) Has a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack
unprovoked, causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety of
humans or domestic animals.

B. Any dog within the Detroit Lakes city limits may be designated as a
dangerous dog if the dog has:

1) Without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily harm on a
human being on public or private property;

2) Killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the
owner’s property;

3) Been found to be potentially dangerous, and after the owner has
notice that the dog is potentially dangerous, the dog aggressively
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bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic
animals.

Subd. 6. Registration Requirements. No potentially dangerous dog or
dangerous dog shall be kept in the City of Detroit Lakes unless the owner, at his or her own
cost, has implanted a microchip in the dog, containing the owners address and home telephone
number, work telephone number, and cell phone number, if applicable, and a back-up contact
name and telephone number and chip identification number and has completed an application
to register the dog as a potentially dangerous or a dangerous dog and submitted said application
to the Detroit Lakes Street & Park Department. In addition, the owner shall be required to post
a sign, satisfactory to the Chief of Police or Animal Control Officer, at owner’s residence
notifying the public of the presence of a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog.

Subd. 7. Application Contents.

A. The application to register the dog, as a potentially dangerous dog shall
include the following:

1) The owner’s address and home, work and cell phone numbers
and the implanted microchip identification number, as well as a
back-up contact person and number;

2) Proof of continuing liability insurance in a single incident
amount of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for
bodily injury to or death of any person or persons or for damage
to property owned by any persons, which may result from the
ownership, keeping, or maintenance of dogs designated as
potentially dangerous;

3) Proof that said dog has been sterilized and has current
vaccinations; and

4) A yearly registration fee of two hundred dollars ($200.00).

B. The application to register the dog, as a dangerous dog shall include the
following:

1) The owner’s address and home, work and cell phone telephone
number and the implanted microchip identification number, as
well as a back-up contact person and number;

2) Proof of continuing liability insurance in a single incident
amount of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for
bodily injury to or death of any person or persons or for damage
to property owned by any persons which may result from the
ownership, keeping, or maintenance of dogs designated as
dangerous;
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3) Proof that said dog has been sterilized and has current
vaccinations; and

4) A yearly registration fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00).
Subd. 8. Yearly Registration Requirement. All dogs designated as

potentially dangerous dogs or dangerous dogs shall file a new application each year with an
accompanying registration fee.

Subd. 9. Additional Requirements for Dangerous Dogs. In addition to
filing a yearly application to register a dangerous dog and paying the accompanying yearly
registration fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00), the owner of a dangerous dog shall keep the
dog, while on the owner’s property, in a proper enclosure. If the dog is outside an enclosure,
the dog must be securely muzzled and restrained by a chain or leash and under the physical
restraint of a competent adult. The owner of a dangerous dog shall also comply with the
requirements of Minnesota statute 347.52 including the statute’s sterilization requirements.

Subd. 10. Potentially Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs Brought Into The

City. Any dog designated as potentially dangerous or dangerous by another jurisdiction must
be registered within twenty four (24) hours of being brought into the city limits of the City

of Detroit Lakes. Such registration shall be with the Detroit Lakes Street & Park

Department. A dog declared potentially dangerous by another jurisdiction may be
brought into the city limits of Detroit Lakes for up to a fourteen (14) day period after notifying
the Detroit Lakes Street & Park Department of: the dog’s breed, location where the animal will
be kept, microchip number, owner contact information, and length of stay.

Subd. 11. Penalties.
A. It shall be a misdemeanor offense to:

1) Be an owner, or be in possession of a potentially dangerous dog
in violation of the registration requirements set forth in this
section;

2) Allow a dangerous dog to “run at large”. A dog designated as
potentially dangerous must be leashed and be under the control
of a competent adult at all times when off the owner’s property.

B. Dogs in violation of registration requirements will be impounded
immediately by the Animal Control Officer and held until brought into
compliance, if found running at large, or if in custody on a rabies hold. If
a dog is not brought into compliance within fourteen (14) days of
notification by the Detroit Lakes Street & Park Department of its
designation as a potentially dangerous dog, the dog will be impounded
and held until brought into compliance with this section. If not brought
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into compliance within five (5) working days after impoundment, the
dog may be euthanized. The owner of said dog is responsible for
boarding and expenses associated with this process.

(Ordinance No. 301, Adopted 11/14/2006)
(Ordinance No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)
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503. Animals

503.01 Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the public health, safety,
and welfare arising from the keeping or escape of farm animals, poultry and non-domesticated
animals, animal bites or disease transmission.

503.02 Definitions. For the purpose of this Chapter, the terms defined shall have the
following meaning:

Subd. 1. Farm Animals. Cattle, buffalo, horses, mules, sheep, goats,
swine , ponies, llamas, mink, honey bees, and other animals that are typically or customarily
kept for purposes of agriculture and farm animal husbandry;

Subd. 2. Poultry. Chickens, ducks, geese, pigeons, guinea
hens, turkeys, emus and ostriches;

Subd. 3. Non-Domestic Animals. Any wild animal, reptile or fowl which
is not naturally tame or gentle but is of a wild- nature or disposition or which because of its
size, vicious nature, or other characteristics would constitute a danger to human health, safety
or property, including but not limited to the following:

A. Any skunk, whether captured in the wild, domestically raised, de-
scented or not de-scented, vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinated
against rabies;

B. Any large cat of the family Fedliae such as lions, tigers, jaguars,
leopards, cougars and ocelots, except commonly accepted domesticated

house cats;

C. Any member of the family Canidae, such as wolves, foxes, coyotes,
dingos and jackals, except domesticated dogs;

D. Any crossbreed such as the crossbreeds between dogs and coyotes and
coyotes or dogs and wolves but does not include crossbred domesticated

animals;

E. Any poisonous snake, such as a rattle snake, coral snake, water
moccasin, puff adder, cobra;

F. Any boa constrictor or snake or reptile which by its size, vicious nature
or other characteristic is dangerous to human beings;

G. Any raccoon, ferret, mink or weasel;
H. Any bear, ape, gorilla, monkey or badger;

I. Any other animal or reptile which is not listed explicitly above but
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which can be reasonably defined in this section;

Subd. 4. Sterilized. Sterilized means a surgical or chemical procedure
performed by a licensed veterinarian that renders a dog or cat permanently incapable of
reproducing. (Ordinance No. 455, Adopted 12/10/2019)

503.03 Keeping.

Subd. 1. It is unlawful for any person to keep, maintain, or harbor within
the City of Detroit Lakes any of the following animals;

A. Any animals or species prohibited by Minnesota Statute or Federal Law;

B. Any farm animals or poultry except chickens as permitted under Section
503.05;

C. More than two dogs or two cats more than three months old. Any
combination thereof shall not exceed two animals, unless all of the
animals are sterilized. If all animals are sterilized, more than three dogs
or three cats more than three months old are prohibited. Any
combination thereof shall not exceed three sterilized animals;
(Ordinance No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)

D. Any non-domesticated animals or species as defined in Chapter 503.02
(Subd. 3); (Ordinance No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)

503.04 Exceptions.
Subd. 1. The following are exempt from this Ordinance:

A. Small non-poisonous snakes, birds kept indoors, hamsters, mice, rabbits,
guinea pigs, lizards and similar small animals capable of being kept in
cages continuously; (Ordinance No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)

B. Monkeys kept by handicapped persons as personal helpers;

C. Animals kept by volunteers for a public zoo, teachers, or otherwise any
bona-fide research institution or veterinary hospital provided such
animals are safely kept and do not create a nuisance.

D. Keeping of chickens on single family lots only in an “R-1”, “R-2”, or
“R- A” districts as allowed by a permit issued by the City of Detroit
Lakes and subject to the provisions set forth in City Code 503.05
(Ordinance No. 455, Adopted 12/10/2019)

503.05 Chickens. (Ordinance No. 455, Adopted 12/10/2019)
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Subd.1. Chickens Limited. It is unlawful for any person to own, control,
keep, maintain or harbor chickens in the City unless issued a permit by the City as provided
herein. No permit shall be issued for the keeping or harboring of more than four (4) chickens
on any premises. The keeping of roosters is prohibited.

Subd. 2. Definitions. The term “At Large” shall be intended to mean a
chicken out of its chicken run, off the premises or not under the custody and control of the
owner. The term “Chicken” means a female chicken or hen. The term “Chicken Coop”
means a structure providing housing for chickens made of wood or other similar materials
that provides shelter from the elements. The term “Chicken Run” means a fenced outside
yard for the keeping and exercising of chickens. The term “Owner” shall mean the resident,
property owner, custodian or keeper of any chicken. The term “Premises” means any tract
of land upon which a residential structure is constructed, including but not limited to a
platted lot or group of contiguous lots, parcels or tracts of land.

Subd. 3. Permit. No person shall maintain a chicken coop and/or chicken run
unless granted a permit by the City. Permits shall be issued only upon written application
filed with the City. No permit shall issue unless the applicant agrees in the permit
application that the permit holder will pay the reasonable costs, disbursements and attorney
fees incurred by the City in enforcing the provisions of the permit or any violation of the
permit. The permit shall be subject to all terms and conditions of this Section and any
additional conditions deemed necessary by the City to protect the public, health, safety and
welfare. The necessary permit may be obtained from the City Administration office. Prior
to issuance of the permit the applicant shall provide a scaled diagram that indicates the
location of any chicken coop and run, and the approximate size and distance from adjoining
structures and property lines. A permit for the keeping of chickens may be revoked or
suspended by the Council for any violation of this Section following written notice and a
public hearing. An annual fee set by Council resolution will be charged for each permit
which shall expire on December 31 of each year. Permit fees shall not be prorated or
refundable.

Subd. 4. Confinement. Every person who owns, controls, keeps, maintains
or harbors chickens must keep them confined on the premises at all times in a chicken coop
or chicken run while in the City. It is grounds for revocation of a permit if chickens
owned, controlled, kept, maintained or harbored by a permit holder are found to be at large
more than once.

Subd. 5. Property Requirements, Chicken Coops, and Chicken Runs.

A. Property Requirements.

1) Chickens can only be kept on a single family residential premises in an
“R-17, “R-2”, or “R-A” district.

2) The minimum lot size for keeping chickens is 7,500 square feet.

3) Chickens shall not be kept or maintained upon a vacant lot or anywhere
inside a residential structure, including basements, porches, garages,
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shed, or similar storage structures.

B. Coop and Run Requirements.

1) All chickens shall be kept and maintained within a detached, stationary
structure used exclusively for the keeping of chickens. Temporary or
movable devices and structures shall be prohibited. Chickens must be
secured in a chicken coop from sunset to sunrise each day.

2) A coop and any attached run/enclosure shall be located in a portion of the
rearyard that is not visible from any public right of way at the permit
holder’s residence.

3) A coop and any attached run/enclosure shall be located at least 20
(twenty) feet from any residential structure and at least 10 (ten) feet from
all lot lines.

4) Any coop and run shall be screened with a solid fence or
landscaped buffer with a minimum height of four (4) feet.

5) Coops shall be constructed in a skillful manner, including being ventilated,
insulated, roofed, constructed of moisture resistant materials, and in
compliance with current City building and zoning ordinances.

6) All chicken coops must be a minimum of 4 square feet per chicken in size,
must not exceed 10 square feet per chicken in size and must not exceed 6
feet in total height. Attached fenced-in chicken runs must not exceed 20
square feet per chicken and fencing must not exceed six feet in total height.
Chicken runs may be enclosed with wood and/or woven wire materials,
and may allow chickens to contact the ground.

7) Chicken coops must either be:

A. Elevated with a clear open space of at least 24 inches between the
ground surface and framing/floor of the coop; or,

B. The coop floor, foundation, and footings must be
constructed using rodent resistant construction.

8) Permit information shall be attached to the coop, including the
name of the permit holder, permit number, and an emergency

contact telephone number.

Subd 6. Sanitation and Conditions for Keeping.

A. A person keeping or maintaining chickens on residential property:

1) Shall keep or maintain not more than four (4) total chickens.
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2) Shall keep or maintain chickens within a coop or attached coop
run/enclosure at all times.

3) Shall not keep or maintain any roosters.

. Chickens shall, at all times, be provided with access to feed and clean
water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care
when needed, and humane care and treatment.

. Deceased chickens shall be disposed of immediately in a safe manner,
which may include trash disposal after placing the deceased bird in a
sealed bag.

. All waste including manure shall be disposed of, at least weekly, in a safe
and adequate manner that does not create a public nuisance. Composting of
manure shall be done in a dedicated, enclosed container at least twenty (20)
feet from any residential structure and at least ten (10) feet from all lot
lines.

. Chicken manure shall not be placed in yard compost piles.
. Chickens shall be secured within a coop during non-daylight hours.

. Chickens shall not roam free outside of a coop or attached run/enclosure,
or off of the permitted property.

. Coops shall be entirely removed from the property within sixty (60) days
of the nonrenewal of a permit.

Sale of eggs is prohibited.

J.  Chicken feed shall be stored and kept in containers which make the
feed unavailable to rodents, vermin, wild birds, and predators.

K. All coops, attached runs/enclosures and yards where chickens are
kept or maintained shall be cleaned regularly to keep them
reasonably free from substances, including but not limited to
manure, uneaten feed, feathers, and other such waste that it does not
cause the air or environment to become noxious or offensive or to be
in such condition as to promote the breeding of flies, mosquitoes, or
other insects, or to provide habitat, breeding or feeding place for
rodents or other animals, or otherwise be a nuisance.

L. Chickens shall be kept and handled in a sanitary manner to prevent
the spread of communicable diseases among birds or to humans.

M. The City reserves the right to eliminate all chickens within the City
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if a pandemic regarding fowl and poultry is declared.

N. Chickens that become ill must receive veterinary care on-site or at a
veterinary office. Chickens ill with an infectious disease capable of
being transmitted from bird to bird or from birds to humans, including
but not limited to, salmonella, avian influenza, must be immediately
euthanized by a veterinarian or immediately removed from the City
and humanely killed outside of the City. Any person keeping
chickens shall immediately report any unusual illness or death of
chickens to the City.

Subd. 7. Conditions and Inspection. No person who owns, controls, keeps,
maintains or harbors chickens shall permit the premises where the chickens are kept to be
or remain in an unhealthy, unsanitary or noxious condition or to permit the premises to be
in such condition that noxious odors are carried to adjacent public or private property.
Any chicken coop and chicken run authorized by permit under this Section may be
inspected at any reasonable time by the City Animal Control Officer or other agent of the
City. Slaughter and breeding of chickens on any premises within the City is prohibited.

Subd. 8. Impounding.

A. Procedure. The animal control personnel or the police officers of the
City may impound any chicken harbored or kept in violation of this
code, and any chicken running at large or otherwise in violation of
Chapter 503 of the City Code. Chickens impounded shall be
immediately delivered to the Public Works Department. The Public
Works Department shall give be given written notice of the
impounding to the owner of the chicken, or if the owner is unknown
or cannot be found, it shall post notice of the impounding on the City's
web page. The notice shall describe the chicken, and shall include a
statement that if the chicken is not redeemed on or before a specified
date, which shall be not less than five business days after giving
notice, the chicken will be destroyed or otherwise disposed of.

(Ordinance No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)

B. Redemption. Any impounded chickens may be redeemed by the owner by
the date specified pursuant to Subd. 8.A. by paying an impound fee as set
forth in Section 210, plus the daily boarding charge for each day. No
chicken shall be released by the pound master unless the owner has a valid
permit to keep chickens.

C. Disposal. Any impounded chicken not redeemed by the date specified
pursuant to Subdivision 8.A. may be sold. Any impounded chickens not
redeemed or sold shall be humanly disposed of by the Public Works
Department.

Subd. 9. Violations.
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A. Revocation. A permit for the keeping of chickens may be revoked or
suspended by the City Council for any violation of this ordinance
following ten (10) days written notice to the last known address of the
permit holder and a public hearing.

B. Nuisance. Violations of this ordinance may constitute a public nuisance,
punishable as provided by City ordinance.

C. Other Penalties. Any person who owns, controls, keeps, maintains, or
harbors chickens in the City limits of Detroit Lakes without obtaining or
maintaining a current permit, after a permit has been suspended or revoked
by Council action, or contrary to the provisions of this section shall be
guilty of a violation of this section.

A violation of Chapter 503, the City’s Animal Code, shall be a
misdemeanor under state law. In addition the provisions of this section
may be enforced by order of the City requiring removal of the chickens,
chicken coop and chicken run by the violator, abatement by the City or by
Civil Action and the City is authorized to pursue any remedy available at
law or in equity, including but not limited to temporary restraining orders,
injunctions both mandatory and prohibitory as well as damages. In
addition, any violation of this section or failure to comply with its
requirements shall be subject to enforcement by administrative penalty.
Each day a violation exists shall be a separate violation. The fee for
administrative penalties shall be set by Council resolution.

503.6 Dog Run/Enclosure. (Ordinance No. 455, Adopted 12/10/2019)

Subd.1. As used in this section, the term “dog run/enclosure” shall
mean any enclosure constructed for shutting in or enclosing dogs or other animals and
having an area less than five-hundred (500) square feet.

Subd. 2. Enclosures shall be screened from view of adjacent property
with a sold fence or landscape buffer with a minimum height of four (4) feet.

Subd. 3. No enclosure shall be placed closer than ten feet (10”) from any
lot line.

Subd. 4. Enclosures shall be placed in the rear yard, and in no event
shall it be placed closer than twenty feet (20) from any dwelling unit not on the
premises.

Subd. 5. No person shall permit feces, urine or food to remain in an
enclosure for a period that is longer than reasonable and consistent with health and

sanitation and the prevention of orders.

503.07 Animals at Large. No person shall stake or herd any horse, cow or other
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animal upon any street, alley, or public grounds of the City. No person shall fasten any
animal to a light or utility pole, parking meter, or other fixture attached to a street or
sidewalk. No person shall permit any horse, mule, donkey, pony, cow, sheep, goat,
swine, rabbit, chicken, goose, duck, turkey or other animal of which he is the owner to be
off the premises owned or rented by the animal's owner, unless accompanied by the
owner or his agent or employee.

503.08 Manure. No manure shall be dumped or left on any street, alley,
sidewalk, nor on any open area or lot.

503.09 Cruelty. No person shall inhumanly, unnecessarily, or cruelly beat,
injure, or abuse any animal in any way.

503.10 Slaughter. No person shall slaughter any animals within the City.
503.11 Selling Prohibited. No person shall offer for sale within the city limits

any non-domesticated animal prohibited by chapter 503.03 of the City Code. (Ordinance
No. 539, Adopted 5/13/2025)

503.12 Penalities.

Subd. 1. Violation of Chapter 503. A violation of Chapter 503, the
City's Animal Code, shall be a misdemeanor under State law. Each day that a violation
exists shall constitute a separate offense. In addition, Chapter 503 may be enforced by
Civil Action and the City is authorized to pursue any remedy available at law or in
equity, including but not limited to temporary restraining orders, injunctions both
mandatory and prohibitory, as well as damages, attorney fees and costs. Violation of
Chapter 503 or failure to comply with its requirements shall also be subject to
enforcement by administrative penalty. The fee for administrative penalties shall be set
by Council resolution. (Ordinance No. 455, Adopted 12/10/2019)

Subd. 2. Impounding Of Non-Domestic Animals. In addition to
criminal penalties, any non-domestic animal kept in violation of this Ordinance may be
impounded by the City, unless such impounded animal is reclaimed and removed from
the City, or unless the owner petitions the District Court for a determination that the
animal is exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance, the animal may be destroyed or
sold five (5) days following notice to the owner of such animal of its impoundment and
the provisions of this Ordinance. Any person reclaiming any such impounded animal
shall pay the costs of impounding and keeping the same prior to the animal's release.

503.13 Severability. Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
word of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. (Ordinance No. 154, Adopted
5/20/1997)
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	1102.01 Administration
	Subd. 1 Findings and Purpose.  The City of Detroit Lakes makes the following legislative ﬁndings:
	Subd. 2 Authority & Jurisdiction. The City of Detroit Lakes has the authority to adopt this ordinance pursuant to:
	Subd. 3 Severability.  If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be aﬀected thereby.
	Subd. 4 Enforcement. The City Administrator for the City of Detroit Lakes is responsible for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance. Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its requirements con...
	Subd. 5 Deﬁnitions. Unless otherwise noted in this section, words and phrases contained in Minn. Stat. 342.01 and the rules promulgated pursuant to any of these acts, shall have the same meanings in this ordinance.
	A. Cannabis Cultivation:  A cannabis business licensed to grow cannabis plants within the approved amount of space from seed or immature plant to mature plant. harvest cannabis ﬂower from mature plant, package and label immature plants and seedlings a...
	B. Cannabis Retail Businesses:  A retail location and the retail location(s) of a mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, medical combination businesses operating a retail location, a...
	C. Cannabis Retailer:  Any person, partnership, ﬁrm, corporation, or association, foreign or domestic, selling cannabis product to a consumer and not for the purpose of resale in any form.
	D. Daycare:  A location licensed with the Minnesota Department of Human Services to provide the care of a child in a residence outside the child's own home for gain or otherwise, on a regular basis, for any part of a 24-hour day.
	E. Lower-potency Hemp Edible:  As deﬁned under Minn. Stat. 342.01 subd. 50.
	F. Oﬃce of Cannabis Management:  Minnesota Oﬃce of Cannabis Management, referred to as “OCM” in this ordinance.
	G. Place of Public Accommodation:  A business, accommodation, refreshment, entertainment, recreation, or transportation facility of any kind, whether licensed or not, whose goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages or accommodations are exte...
	H. Preliminary License Approval:  OCM pre-approval for a cannabis business license for applicants who qualify under Minn. Stat. 342.17.
	I. Public Place: A public park or trail, public street or sidewalk; any enclosed, indoor area used by the general public, including, but not limited to, restaurants; bars; any other food or liquor establishment; hospitals; nursing homes; auditoriums; ...
	J. Residential Treatment Facility:  As deﬁned under Minn. Stat. 245.462 subd. 23.
	K. Retail Registration:  An approved registration issued by the City of Detroit Lakes to a state-licensed cannabis retail business.
	L. School:  A public school as deﬁned under Minn. Stat. 120A.05 or a nonpublic school that must meet the reporting requirements under Minn. Stat. 120A.24.
	M. State License:  An approved license issued by the State of Minnesota’s Oﬃce of Cannabis Management to a cannabis retail business.

	1102.02  Registration of Cannabis Businesses
	Subd. 1  Consent to Registering of Cannabis Businesses No individual or entity may operate a state-licensed cannabis retail business within The City of Detroit Lakes without ﬁrst registering with the City of Detroit Lakes.
	Subd. 2  Compliance Checks Prior to Retail Registration. Prior to issuance of a cannabis retail business registration, the City of Detroit Lakes shall conduct a preliminary compliance check to ensure compliance with local ordinances.
	Subd. 3 Registration & Application Procedure.
	Subd. 4 Renewal of Registration. The City of Detroit Lakes shall renew an annual registration of a state-licensed cannabis retail business at the same time OCM renews the cannabis retail business’ license.
	Subd. 5 Suspension of Registration.
	Subd. 6. Limiting of Registrations. The City of Detroit Lakes may limit the number of cannabis retail businesses within City of Detroit Lakes by ordinance.

	1102.03. Requirements for Cannabis Businesses
	Subd. 1. Minimum Buﬀer Requirements.
	A. The City of Detroit Lakes shall prohibit the operation of a cannabis business within 1,000 feet of a school.
	Subd. 2. Zoning and Land Use
	Subd. 3 Hours of Operation. Cannabis businesses are limited to retail sale of cannabis, cannabis ﬂower, and cannabis products between the hours of 10:00 am and 9:00 pm.
	Subd. 4 Advertising. Cannabis businesses are permitted to erect signs on the exterior of the building or on the property of the business in accordance with the City’s sign regulations in Section 24 of the zoning ordinance.

	1102.04.  Temporary Cannabis Events
	Subd. 1 License or Permit Required for Temporary Cannabis Events.
	Subd. 2 Registration & Application Procedure.

	1102.05.  Lower-Potency Hemp Edibles
	Subd. 1. Sale of Low-Potency Hemp Edibles. The sale of Low-Potency Hemp Edibles is permitted by registered lower potency hemp edible retailers.
	Subd. 2. Zoning Districts. Low-Potency Edibles businesses are a permitted use in the following zoning districts:
	Subd. 3. Sales within a Municipal Liquor Store. The sale of Low-Potency Edibles is permitted in a Municipal Liquor Store.

	1102.06. City of Detroit Lakes Government as a Cannabis Retailer. The City of Detroit Lakes may establish, own, and operate one municipal cannabis retail business subject to the restrictions in this chapter.
	1102.07. Use in Public Places. No person shall use cannabis ﬂower, cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products in a public place or a place of public accommodation unless the premises is an establishment or an eve...

	12 - 1200 Franchise Agreements
	1.) Short Title.  This Cable Communications Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Franchise.
	2.) Definitions.  For the purposes of this Franchise, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein.  When not inconsistent with the context, words in the singular number include the plural number.  The...
	(a) "Basic Cable Service" means any service tier which includes the lawful retransmission of local television broadcast signals and any public, educational, and governmental access programming required by the Franchise to be carried on the basic tier....
	(b) "Cable Programming Service" means any Video Programming provided over a Cable System, regardless of service tier, including installation or rental of equipment used for the receipt of such Video Programming, other than:
	(1) Video Programming carried on the Basic Service Tier;
	(2) Video Programming offered on a pay-per-channel or pay-per-program basis; or
	(3) A combination of multiple channels of pay-per-channel or pay-per-program Video Programming offered on a multiplexed or time-shifted basis so long as the combined service:
	a. consists of commonly-identified Video Programming; and
	b. is not bundled with any regulated tier of service.


	(c) "Cable Service" means the one-way transmission to Subscribers of Video Programming, or other programming service, and Subscriber interaction, if any, which is required for the selection of such Video Programming or other programming service.
	(d) "Cable System" or "System" means a facility, consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and associated signal generation, reception, and control equipment up to the point of demarcation to the customer that is designed to provide Cable Servi...
	(1) a facility that serves only to retransmit the television signals of one or more television broadcast stations;
	(2) a facility that serves Subscribers without using any public right-of-way;
	(3) a facility of a common carrier which is subject, in whole or in part, to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. §§201 et seq., except that such facility shall be considered a Cable System (other than for purposes of 47 U.S.C. §541 (c) to the extent such faci...
	(1)
	(4) an open video system that complies with 47 U.S.C. §653; or
	(5) any facilities of any electric utility used solely for operating its electric utility systems.

	(e) "Drop" means the cable that connects the ground block on the Subscriber's residence to the nearest feeder cable of the System.
	(f) "FCC" means the Federal Communications Commission and any legally appointed, designated or elected agent or successor.
	(g) “Franchise” means an initial authorization, or renewal thereof (including a renewal of an authorization which has been granted subject to 47 U.S.C. §546) issued by a franchising authority, whether such authorization is designated as a franchise, p...
	(h) “Franchising Authority” means the City of Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, or the lawful successor, transferee, or assignee thereof.
	(i) “Grantee" is Midcontinent Communications, its agents and employees, lawful successors, transferees or assignees.
	(k) "Installation" means the connection of the System from feeder cable to the point of connection, including Standard Installations and custom installations.
	(l) "Lockout Device" means an optional mechanical or electrical accessory to a Subscriber's terminal which inhibits the viewing of a certain program, certain channel, or certain channels provided by way of the Cable System.
	(m) “Multichannel Video Program Distributor” or “MVPD”  means a person such as, but not limited to, a cable operator, a multichannel multipoint distribution service, a direct broadcast satellite service, an Open Video Services provider, or a televisio...
	(n) “Open Video Services or OVS” means any video programming Services provided to any person by a Person certified by the FCC to operate an Open Video System pursuant to Section 47 U.S.C. 573, as may be amended, regardless of the facilities used.
	(o) “Pay Television" means the delivery over the System of pay-per-channel or pay-per-program audio-visual signals to Subscribers for a fee or charge, in addition to the charge for Basic Cable Service or Cable Programming Services.
	(p) "Person" is any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or other legal entity.
	(q) “Standard Installation” means any residential installation which can be completed using a Drop of one hundred fifty (150) feet or less.
	(r) "Street" means the surface of, and the space above and below, any public street, road, highway, freeway, lane, alley, path, court, sidewalk, parkway, or drive, or any easement or right-of-way now or hereafter held by Franchising Authority.
	(s) "Subscriber" means any Person who lawfully receives Cable Service.
	(t) “Video Programming” means programming provided by, or generally considered comparable to programming provided by, a television broadcast station.

	1.) Franchise Required.  It shall be unlawful for any Person to construct, operate or maintain a Cable System or an MVPD System to provide Cable Service or Video Programming, including OVS, in the Franchising Authority without a Franchise in the form ...
	2.) Grant of Franchise.  This Franchise is granted pursuant to the terms and conditions contained herein.
	3.) Grant of Nonexclusive Authority.
	(a) The Grantee shall have the right and privilege to construct, erect, operate, and maintain, in, upon, along, across, above, over and under the Streets, alleys, public ways and public places now laid out or dedicated and all extensions thereof, and ...
	(b) Grantee shall have the right to do direct selling (door to door) and this provision supersedes any applicable peddler or solicitor ordinance.
	(c) This Franchise shall be nonexclusive, and Franchising Authority reserves the right to grant a similar use of said Streets, alleys, public ways and places, to any Person at any time during the period of this Franchise, provided, however, that any o...

	4.) Franchise Term.
	(a) This Franchise shall be in effect for a period of fifteen (15) years from the date of acceptance by Grantee, unless renewed, revoked, or terminated sooner as herein provided.
	5.) Previous Franchises.  Upon acceptance by Grantee as required by Section 9 herein, this Franchise shall supersede and replace any previous Ordinance or Agreement granting a Franchise to Grantee to own, operate and maintain a Cable System within Fra...
	6.) Rules of Grantee.  The Grantee shall have the authority to promulgate such rules, regulations, terms and conditions governing the conduct of its business as shall be reasonably necessary to enable said Grantee to exercise its rights and perform it...
	1.) Territorial Area Involved.  This Franchise is granted for the corporate boundaries of Franchising Authority, as it exists from time to time.  Whenever the Grantee shall receive a request for Cable Service from at least eight (8) residences within ...
	7.)
	8.) Written Notice.  All notices, reports, or demands required to be given in writing under this Franchise shall be deemed to be given when delivered personally to any officer of Grantee or Franchising Authority's Administrator of this Franchise or fo...
	9.) Drops to Public Buildings.  Grantee shall provide Standard Installation of one (1) cable Drop, one (1) cable outlet, and monthly Basic Cable Service and expanded Cable Service without charge to City Hall, 1025 Roosevelt Avenue, Detroit Lakes Publi...
	10.) Public, Educational and Government (PEG) Access.
	(a)
	(a)
	(a)
	(a) PEG Programming.  Grantee will, in cooperation with Tekstar Communications Inc., provide equipment, equipment maintenance, and training for the City to operate, administer, and manage public, educational and governmental access programming pursuan...
	(a)
	(b) PEG Channels.  Grantee shall dedicate one (1) channel for public, educational and governmental access programming use.  Nothing herein shall diminish the City’s rights to secure additional channels pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 238.084, which is expre...
	(a)
	(a)
	(a)
	(c) Charges for Use.  Channel time and playback of prerecorded programming on the access must be provided without charge to the City and the public.
	(a)
	(a)
	(a)
	(d) Access Equipment.  The Grantee provides the minimal equipment necessary to comply with Section 6.1.a above.  In addition, the Grantee shall make readily available for use, upon need being shown, at least the minimal equipment necessary to perform ...

	1.) Operation and Maintenance of System.  The Grantee shall render effective service, make repairs promptly, and interrupt service only for good cause and for the shortest time possible.
	2.) Technical Standards.  The System shall comply, at minimum, with the technical standards promulgated by the FCC found in Title 47, Section 76.601 to 76.617, as may be amended or modified from time to time.
	1.) Subscriber Inquiry and Complaint Procedures.  Grantee shall have a publicly listed toll-free telephone number and be operated so as to receive Subscriber complaints and requests on a twenty-four (24) hour-a-day, seven (7) days-a-week basis.
	2.) Refund Policy.  In the event a Subscriber established or terminates service and receives less than a full month's service, Grantee shall prorate the monthly rate on the basis of the number of days in the period for which service was rendered to th...
	1.) Indemnification of Franchising Authority.
	(a) The City, its officers, boards, committees, commissions, elected officials, employees and agents shall not be liable for any loss or damage to any real or personal property of any Person, or for any injury to or death of any Person, arising out of...
	(b) Nothing in this Franchise relieves a Person, from liability arising out of the failure to exercise reasonable care to avoid injuring the Grantee's facilities while performing work connected with grading, regarding, or changing the line of a Street...
	(c) In order for Franchising Authority to assert is rights to be indemnified, defended, and held harmless, Franchising Authority must with respect to each claim:
	(1) Promptly notify Grantee in writing of any claim or legal proceeding which gives rise to such right;
	(2) Afford Grantee the opportunity to participate in and fully control any compromise, settlement or other resolution or disposition of any claim or proceeding; and
	(3) Fully cooperate with reasonable requests of Grantee, at Grantee's expense, in its participation in, and control, compromise, settlement or resolution or other disposition of such claim or proceeding subject to paragraph two (2) above.


	2.) Insurance. As a part of the indemnification provided in Section 6.1, but without limiting the foregoing, Grantee shall file with its acceptance of this Franchise, and at all times thereafter maintain in full force and effect at its sole expense, a...
	3.) Franchise Fee.
	(a) Grantee will pay Franchising Authority an annual franchise fee in the amount of up to five (5%) percent of Grantee’s annual Gross Revenues. The Franchise Fee shall initially be set at the amount identified in Exhibit A.  The City may by Resolution...
	(b) The franchise fee shall be payable monthly.  The payment shall be made within thirty (30) days of the end of each of Grantee’s fiscal month. Grantee shall file with the City, at the time of payment of the Franchise Fee, a report of all Gross Reven...

	1.)
	1.) Franchising Authority's Right to Revoke.  In addition to all other rights which Franchising Authority has pursuant to law or equity, Franchising Authority reserves the right to revoke, terminate or cancel this Franchise, and all rights and privile...
	2.) Procedures for Revocation.
	(a) Franchising Authority shall provide Grantee with written notice of a cause for revocation and the intent to revoke and shall allow Grantee thirty (30) days  subsequent to receipt of the notice in which to correct the violation or to provide adequa...
	(b) Grantee shall be provided the right to a public hearing affording due process before the Franchising Authority Council prior to revocation, which public hearing shall follow the thirty (30 ) day notice provided in paragraph (a) above and occur wit...
	(c) After the public hearing and upon written determination by Franchising Authority to revoke the Franchise, Grantee may appeal said decision with an appropriate state or federal court or agency.
	(d) During the appeal period, the Franchise shall remain in full force and effect unless the term thereof sooner expires.
	(e) Upon satisfactory correction by Grantee of the violation upon which said notice was given, the initial notice shall become void.

	1.) Sale or Transfer of Franchise.  No sale or transfer of this Franchise or sale or transfer of stock so as to create a new controlling interest under Minn. Stat. §238.083, shall be permitted without the approval of the Franchising Authority, which a...
	1.)
	1.)
	3.)
	4.) Abandonment of Service.  Grantee may not discontinue providing video programming services without having first given three (3) months written notice to the City.
	(a) In the event of termination or forfeiture of the Franchise or abandonment of Grantee’s system, the City shall have the right to require Grantee to remove all or any portion of its system from all Rights-of-Way and public property within the City; ...
	(b) If Grantee has failed to commence removal of its system, or such part thereof as was designated by the City, within one hundred twenty (120) days after written notice of the City demand for removal is given, or if Grantee has failed to complete su...

	1.) Franchise Renewal.  Any renewal of this Franchise shall be done in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations.
	2.) Amendment of Franchise Ordinance.  Grantee and Franchising Authority may agree, from time to time, to amend this Franchise.  Such written amendments may be made at any time if Franchising Authority and Grantee agree that such an amendment will be ...
	3.) Subscriber Privacy.  Grantee shall comply with the terms of 47 U.S.C. §551  relating to the protection of Subscriber privacy.
	4.)  Preemption.  If any section, sentence, paragraph, term, or provision hereof is preempted or superceded by the FCC or any other agency with jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Franchise, then to the extent such agency’s action shall preem...
	5.) Severability. If any section, sentence, paragraph, term, or provision hereof is determined to be illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Franchise, then such provision shall be i...
	6.) Compliance with Federal, State and Local Laws.  Grantee and the City shall conform to state laws and rules regarding cable communications not later than one year after they become effective, unless otherwise stated, and to conform to federal laws ...
	7.) Force Majeure.  In the event Grantee’s performance of any of the terms, conditions, obligations or requirements of this Franchise is prevented due to a cause beyond its control, such failure to perform shall be excused for the period of such inabi...
	8.) Nonenforcement by City.  Grantee shall not be relieved of its obligations to comply with any of the provisions of this Franchise by reason of any failure or delay of the City to enforce prompt compliance.  The City may only waive its rights hereun...
	9.) Rights Cumulative.  All rights and remedies given to the City by this Franchise or retained by the City shall be in addition to and not exclusive of any and all other rights and remedies, existing or implied, now or hereafter available to the City...
	1.) Publication; Effective Date.  This Franchise shall be published in accordance with applicable Minnesota law.  The effective date of this Franchise shall be the date of acceptance by Grantee in accordance with the provisions of Section 9.2.
	2.) Acceptance.
	(a) Grantee shall accept this Franchise by executing same.  Such acceptance by the Grantee shall be deemed the grant of this Franchise for all purposes.
	(b) Upon acceptance of this Franchise, Grantee shall be bound by all the terms and conditions contained herein.
	(c) Grantee shall accept this Franchise in the following manner:
	(1) This Franchise will be properly executed and acknowledged by Grantee and delivered to Franchising Authority.
	(2) With its acceptance, Grantee shall also deliver any insurance certificates required herein that have not previously been delivered.


	1. Channel Capacity. All final programming decisions remain the discretion of Grantee in accordance with this Franchise.  The initial broad categories of Video Programming are set forth in Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein by referen...




