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903.  Land Maintenance and Nuisances 
 
 903.01  Purpose.  It is the policy of the City of Detroit Lakes to protect and 
preserve public health, safety and property values by controlling noxious and/or 
hazardous weeds and long grasses, while not discouraging native vegetation.  
(Ordinance No. 195, Adopted 4/4/2000) 
 
 903.02  Declaration of Public Nuisance.  The following are declared to be public 
nuisances and shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 901 of the Detroit Lakes City 
Code: 
 
  Subd. 1. Land within the City having noxious weeds or hazardous 
plant infestations or more than 25% of its grasses at a height of 6 inches or more, except 
that properties approved by the City Weed Inspector using native vegetation is a 
permitted use of property and are not a nuisance.  (Ordinance No. 195, Adopted 
4/4/2000) 
 
  Subd. 2. Land which is a site for the dumping of debris; and 
 
  Subd. 3. Land which is a site for dumping of vegetation, garbage, 
dirt or any other material that alters the normal condition of the land and makes adequate 
maintenance of said land difficult. 
 
 903.03  Inspection and Notice of Violation.  The City’s Weed Inspector shall 
inspect public and private property in the City to determine compliance with this 
ordinance.  When a violation of this ordinance is discovered, the Weed Inspector will 
proceed with the abatement process provided by Detroit Lakes City Code, Chapter 901, 
provided that the Weed Inspector may order that violations of this ordinance be corrected 
within five (5) days after the notice provided by City Code 901.07. 
 
 903.04  Exempt Areas.  Exempt areas are those areas that, based on the approval 
of the City Weed Inspector, are managed for native vegetation or when the property 
cannot reasonably be maintained as required by this ordinance due to rugged terrain, 
wetland conditions or dense vegetative cover, the Weed Inspector may exempt the 
property from the provisions of this ordinance after receiving an application for 
exemption in such form as the City Administrator may require, and inspecting the 
property.  The decision of the Weed Inspector is subject to review, affirmation or 
modification by the City Administrator.  (Ordinance No. 145, Adopted 
9/3/1997)(Ordinance No. 195, Adopted 4/4/2000)  
 
  


