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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

       January 24, 2017 

 

 The Special Meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 

Chambers of the City Administration Building at 4:30 P.M., January 24, 2017; all 

members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 

transacted. 

 

 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; Finance Officer Pam Slifka; City Attorney Charlie 

Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor 

Store Manager Randy Buhr; Community Development Director Larry 

Remmen; Public Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts and Public 

Works Director Bradley Green  

 

            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Marks Erickson, Schiller, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner 

and Zeman 

 

 Absent: Josephson 

    

 Mayor Brenk opened the meeting noting the Special Council Meeting discussion 

would be limited to the topics on the agenda.  

 

 City Administrator Kelcey Klemm appeared before the Council and reviewed the 

draft of the Special Legislation Language for a Local Option Sales Tax that was made 

available to each Council Member.    Mr. Klemm noted House Research requires cities to 

be somewhat specific, but yet able to have some flexibility in the language.   Mr. Klemm 

then presented three draft spreadsheets with information on projects with estimated costs 

and timelines that have been identified as part of the Capital Improvement Plan, Strategic 

Planning and the 2008 RDG Business Corridor Redevelopment Plan.   Mr. Klemm noted 

the difference between the three spreadsheets.  One is the Local Option Sales Tax Master 

Plan next is the Local Option Sales Tax Plan with the Wastewater Treatment Project 

costs and last spreadsheet does not include the Wastewater Treatment Project.   

 

Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts appeared before the Council and 

presented information on several funding options that may be available for the 

Wastewater Treatment Facility.   Mr. Roberts noted there is no guarantee as to the funds 

the City may receive at this time it will all depend on the outcome of the Legislative 

Session that is why some of the cost of the Wastewater Treatment Project is included in 

the spreadsheets.  

 

Mayor Brenk clarified no formal action has been taken on the implementation of a Local 

Option Sales Tax, but action would need to be taken fairly soon, as timing is the biggest 

driver to get the request to the Legislators.   
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Alderman Marks Erickson commented she would like to see a Public Meeting to allow 

residents to have input on the Projects they would want the Local Options Sales Tax 

dollars used for.   Alderman Zeman agreed a Public Meeting would be a good idea to 

create resident buy in from the beginning.   

   

 Mayor Brenk addressed the Council and asked for discussion on the Council 

Committee Structure.     

 

 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 

adjourned the meeting at 5:45 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Glori French, City Clerk 


