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Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
October 14, 2025

The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council
Chambers of City Hall at 5:00 PM, October 14, 2025; all members of the City
Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted.

Council Present: Mayor Brenk
Alderman Boeke
Alderman Buboltz
Alderman Carlson
Alderman Caulfield
Alderman Dallmann
Alderman Deraney
Alderman Spry
Alderman Zeman

Council Absent: Alderman Stearns
Staff Present: City Administrator Kelcey Klemm
City Clerk Kari Tyson

Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg

City Attorney Charles Ramstad

City Engineer Jon Pratt

Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts
Community Development Director Larry Remmen
Assistant City Attorney Dylan Ramstad Skoyles
Public Works Director Shawn King

Fire Chief Mike Hanson

Police Chief Steve Todd

Liquor Store Manager Mitch Anderson

A motion was made by Alderman Buboltz and seconded by Alderman Boeke to
approve the agenda as presented. The motion was carried without a dissenting
vote, and Mayor Brenk declared the agenda approved.

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
held September 9, 2025, and the Special Meeting held on September 23, 2025,
a motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke, and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes
would stand approved.

Tom Mortenson was present to speak about the Wreaths Across America
Program.

Pam Benedict of 1209 West Lake Dr requested the Council fly the Official
State Flag and show pride in our community and State.



PUBLIC HEARING -
UNPAID UTILITIES

PUBLIC HEARING -
UNPAID FIRE
PROTECTION FEES

October 14, 2025
Page 2
Jeff Skogmo of 13080 Merry Meadow Lane spoke in favor of flying the
Official State Flag and wanted to know why the Council made the choice to not
fly a flag.

Janine Schneider of 1011 Villa Lane spoke about pride of the community and
in favor of flying the Official State Flag and not giving into bullies.

Brian Ahlsten of 1041 Timber Dr thanked the Council for not flying a State
Flag.

Gary Coson of 1231 Madison Ave #316 reminded the Council they are elected
by the People and anyone who voted for the new flag design broke the law.

Yvette Bruflodt of 1877 McCarthy Ln spoke in favor of starting Council
Meetings with prayer.

Donald Johnson of 1032 Timber Dr. spoke in favor of flying the Official State
Flag and requested the City fly the Official Flag.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed assessments for unpaid streetlight fee, water, sewer,
and stormwater charges. Mayor Brenk called the hearing to order at 5:24 PM.

Darren Halvorson of 1732 East Shore Dr spoke against the proposed
assessment on his property located at 604 South Shore Dr.

Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg and Public Utilities General Manager Vernell
Roberts spoke about Mr. Halvorson’s proposed assessment.

There being no further comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing
at 5:33 PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, adopting the
assessment roll for unpaid streetlights, water, sewer, and storm water charges.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014A adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed assessments for unpaid fire protection charges.
Mayor Brenk called the hearing to order at 5:33 PM.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:33
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, adopting the
assessment roll for unpaid fire protection charges for the year of 2024-2025.
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The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014b adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Buboltz, who moved its adoption,
decertifying Tax Increment Financing District 23-1 (Tekstar-Hartmans). The
motion was seconded by Alderman Spry. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014C adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Buboltz, who moved its adoption,
approving the variance to allow an 8-foot setback instead of the required 20-
foot setback from the alleyway at 1112 McKinley Avenue (Blair Westrum).
The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014D
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Buboltz authorizing a one-year extension on a
conditional use permit to allow a Planned Unit Development with a 14-unit
townhome development at 1377 West Lake Drive to August 12, 2026. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the extension granted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Buboltz, who moved its adoption,
approving the final plat of Lynnview Estates First Addition at 865 Shorewood
Drive (Bristlin Construction). The motion was seconded by Alderman Deraney.
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-1014E adopted.

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm spoke about the MNDOT Hwy 10/East
Shore Drive Intersection Project.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, ordering the
preparation of the assessment roll for the Southwood Shores Estates Street and
Utility Improvement Project and setting a public hearing on the proposed
assessments for the Southwood Shores Estates Street and Utility Improvement
Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke.

City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the project.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-1014F adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, accepting bids for
the Lynnview Estates Street and Utility Improvement Project and awarding the
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contract to RL Larson Excavating. The motion was seconded by Alderman
Boeke.

City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the project.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-1014G adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, authorizing a
Preliminary Engineers Report for Rossman Ave Street and Utility
Improvements. The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke.

City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the project.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-1014H adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, accepting the City
Engineer’s Monthly Project Status Report.

City Engineer Jon Pratt presented his report.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the
report accepted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the final
payment for the 2024 Street Rehabilitation Project. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
purchase of a Tool Cat. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the purchase approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, declaring costs to be
assessed for the Diseased Trees Control Project and setting a Special
Assessment Hearing for 5:00 PM, November 10, 2025, on the proposed
assessments for said project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz.
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-10141 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, declaring costs to be
assessed for concrete, bituminous, curb, gutter, approaches, and sidewalk
improvements for the Year 2025 and setting a Special Assessment Hearing for
5:00 PM, November 10, 2025, on the proposed assessments for said project.
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The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014J
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a Special
Assessment Hearing for 5:00 PM on November 10, 2025, for unpaid service
charges. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-
1014K adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for Indivisible for their No Kings Day on October
18, 2025, in Veterans Memorial Park and City Park. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for Project 412 for Light Up DL for the winter 2025-
2026 season, in City Park. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for Project 412 for Ortenstone Presents for 2025-
2026, in Ortenstone Garden. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
issuance of a daily Transient Merchant license to On the Hook Fish and Chips.
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the
license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
requesting of quotes for the 2026-2027 Diseased Tree Removal according to
the specifications as laid out by the City. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Boeke, approving the DLCCC budget and rates for 2026. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the budget and rates for 2026 approved.

Alderman Boeke stated discussion occurred at the Finance Committee Meeting
regarding the Request for Proposal for the Tourism Bureau. Further
information to come at future meetings. No action taken.
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Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Boeke, and seconded by Alderman Zeman, to approve the second
reading and adoption of Ordinance 545, amending City Code Chapters 204 and
209. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
Ordinance 545 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, approving an
application for the MN Department of Education Library Construction Grant.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014L adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman, approving the Concession Lease with DMRA for 2025-2026.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the Concession Lease approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving fund
transfers. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014M
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman, and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, that the trial balance
and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg,
showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $17,525,081.91 as
of September 30, 2025, be accepted, approved, and placed on file. The motion
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the financial
reports accepted and approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the
payment of claims paid by proper authorization covering the period of
September 1, 2025, through September 30, 2025, in the amount of
$5,354,094.17. The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-1014N adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson authorizing an application to the Office of
Cannabis Management for a Lower-Potency Hemp Edible License for the
Liquor Store. The motion was seconded by Alderman Spry and was carried
with a dissenting vote from Alderman Carlson. Mayor Brenk declared the
license authorized.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman, approving the issuance of a Temporary On-
Sale License to Bucks Mill Brewing for November 21, 2025, at the DLCCC.
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The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a resolution
was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving
gambling activities by the VFW at the Shorewood Bar & Grill, 1743 Long
Bridge Rd. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-10140
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a resolution
was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving
gambling activities by the Humane Society of the Lakes at Clarity Wine Bar,
1152 Washington Ave. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-
1014P adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman, approving the issuance of a Gambling Permit
to the Marshmallow Animal Shelter for their Raffle on October 31, 2025, at the
VFW. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without
a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman, approving the issuance of a Gambling Permit
to the Marshmallow Animal Shelter for their Raffle on June 7, 2026, at Holy
Rosary Church. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved.

Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts spoke about the proposed rate
changes to utilities for 2026.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, establishing and
amending Electric Rates and Utility Fees for 2026. The motion was seconded
by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared resolution 2025-1014Q adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, establishing and
amending Water Rates and Utility Fees for 2026. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared resolution 2025-1014R adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, establishing and
amending Wastewater Rates and Utility Fees for 2026. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-1014S adopted.
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Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman, approving the Licenses for the period of October 14, 2025,
through December 31, 2025, pursuant to their application and fees, the list is on
file in the City Clerks Office. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz
and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the licenses
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, reappointing Sheila Lehrke to the
HRA Board. Ms. Lehrke has completed her first 5-year term which expires
November 9, 2025, and she is eligible to be reappointed. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the appointment
approved.

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman accepting the September Code
Compliance Officials Report; the September Variance/Conditional Use Permit,
Land Disturbance Permit, and Stormwater Mitigation Permit Status Report, the
September Building Permit Report, the September Animal Control Report, the
September Public Works Director’s Report, the September Police Report, the
September Fire Report, the September Parking Violations Monthly Report, the
August Becker County Court Report, and the September Liquor Store
Manager’s Report be approved and placed on file. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the reports accepted.

Mayor Brenk announced public discussion on the 2026 Budget and Tax Levy
pursuant to the Truth In Taxation requirements will take place at the City
Council meeting on December 9, 2025, at 6:01 PM.

Mayor Brenk announced the CGMC Fall Conference is November 13-14, 2025,
in Grand Rapids, please let Kari know if you would like to attend.

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Council Meeting Dates:
November 10, 2025 *MONDAY — Veteran’s Day
December 9, 2025

Mayor Brenk announced the 2026 Joint Governance Meeting Dates:
January 6, 2026 — City
April 7, 2026 — Chamber
July 7, 2026 — DL Schools
October 6, 2026 — County

Mayor Brenk announced the 2026 Council Meeting Dates:
January 6, 2026 — Annual Meeting
January 13, 2026
February 10, 2026
March 10, 2026
April 14, 2026
May 12, 2026
June 9, 2026
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July 14, 2026
August 10, 2026 *MONDAY - Primary Election Day
September 8, 2026
October 13, 2026
November 10, 2026
December 8, 2026

Alderman Zeman thanked City Engineer Jon Pratt and his staff for the work
they have done this summer.

Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts spoke about the proposed
Maple River Electric Line.

Alderman Dallmann stated the decision to not fly a State flag was a
compromise and not because of bullies.

Alderman Spry thanked everyone who spoke at the Public Forum.
Alderman Spry thanked the staff for the work they do.

Alderman Spry thanked the Pavilion Celebration Committee for putting
together a great event.

Alderman Zeman thanked those who came to the Pavilion Celebration, the
VFW for the food, and Becky Mitchell for the planning.

Alderman Boeke thanked Public Works for their work this summer and
mentioned the Hwy 10 and East Shore Drive Project.

Alderman Carlson thanked staff for the work on Willow Springs and invited
residents to attend the Fire Hall Open House.

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk
adjourned the meeting at 6:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Kari Tyson, City Clerk



