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City Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
September 9, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall at 5:00 PM, September 9, 2025; all members of the City 
Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
Council Present:         Mayor Brenk  

Alderman Boeke 
Alderman Buboltz 
Alderman Carlson 
Alderman Caulfield  
Alderman Dallmann 
Alderman Spry  
Alderman Stearns 
Alderman Zeman 

 
Council Absent:          Alderman Deraney 
 
Staff Present:              City Administrator Kelcey Klemm 

City Clerk Kari Tyson 
City Attorney Charles Ramstad 
City Engineer Jon Pratt 
Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen 
Assistant City Attorney Dylan Ramstad Skoyles 
Public Works Director Shawn King 
Fire Chief Mike Hanson 
Police Chief Steve Todd 

 
A motion was made by Alderman Stearns and seconded by Alderman Buboltz 
to approve the agenda with the addition of a recognition of awards. The motion 
was carried without a dissenting vote, and Mayor Brenk declared the agenda 
approved with the addition. 
 
There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held August 12, 2025, a motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by 
Alderman Zeman, and was carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared the minutes would stand approved. 
 
Larry Remmen spoke in opposition of the Community Development 
Department structure change. 
 
Doug Branchaud of 2435 Long Lake Ln requested an extension on the 
abatement of the public nuisance.  
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COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT FEE 
SCHEDULE 
 
PRAYER POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINAL PLAT – 
LYNNVIEW ESTATES  
 
 
 
 
STATE BDPI GRANT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alderman Spry stated discussion occurred at the Community Development 
Committee Meeting regarding the 2026 Fee Schedule. No action taken at this 
time.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
motion was made by Alderman Spry to adopt the policy as presented. The 
motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman. 
 
Alderman Caulfield spoke in opposition of the City Council holding prayer 
before meetings.  
 
Alderman Zeman spoke in favor of adopting prayer before meetings. 
 
Alderman Buboltz asked what would happen if the motion to adopt a policy 
failed.  
 
City Attorney Charlie Ramstad stated that a new policy could be presented, no 
policy could be adopted, or the Council could reconsider having prayer before 
meetings.  
 
Mayor Brenk took a roll call vote to adopt the prayer policy, and the motion 
failed with Alderman Stearns, Boeke, Spry, Dallmann, and Caulfield voting in 
opposition.  
 
A motion was then made by Alderman Caulfield to rescind the motion made at 
the April 8, 2025 meeting to adopt prayer before Council Meetings. The motion 
was seconded by Alderman Stearns.  
 
Mayor Brenk took a roll call vote to rescind prayer before Council Meetings. 
The motion was carried with Alderman Zeman and Carlson voting in 
opposition. Mayor Brenk declared the previous motion to start City Council 
Meetings with prayer rescinded.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
motion was made by Alderman Spry to table the consideration to adopting the 
final plat for Lynnview Estates. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Carlson and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the 
motion approved.   
 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,   
authorizing an application for the State BDPI grant. The motion was seconded 
by Alderman Stearns.  
 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the grant.  
 
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared 
resolution 2025-0909A adopted.  
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PUBLIC WORKS FEE 
SCHEDULE 
 
LYNNVIEW ESTATES – 
PLANS AND SPECS 
ORDER BIDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGINEER REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
 
 
 
 
PURCHASE STUMP 
GRINDER 
 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENT – 
UNITED WAY OF 
BECKER COUNTY 
 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENT – 
BECKER COUNTY 
DAC 
 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENT – 
MOTORHEADS OF 
AMERICA 
 
 

Alderman Zeman stated discussion occurred at the Public Works Committee 
Meeting regarding the 2026 Fee Schedule. No action taken at this time.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving plans and 
specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for the Lynnview Estates 
Street and Utility Improvement Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke. 
 
City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the project. 
 
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared 
resolution 2025-0909B adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns, accepting the City 
Engineer’s Monthly Project Status Report.  
 
City Engineer Jon Pratt presented his report. 
 
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the 
report accepted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving sale of 
surplus City Equipment. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. 
Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving the 
purchase of a Stump Grinder. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. 
Mayor Brenk declared the purchase approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving the Special 
Event Application for the United Way of Becker County for their Community 
Celebration on September 18, 2025. The motion was carried without a 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving the Special 
Event Application for Becker County DAC for their Fall Special Community 
Celebration on September 25, 2025. The motion was carried without a 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving the Special 
Event Application for the Motorheads of America for their Light Up The Night 
Hope Glows Walk on September 26, 2025. The motion was carried without a 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved. 
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TOURISM BUREAU 
 
 
 
FINANCE FEE 
SCHEDULE 
 
2026 PRELIMINARY 
BUDGET AND LEVY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 HRA LEVY 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRE RELIEF ASSOC. 
PENSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAVILION CMAR 
 
 
 
 
 
ORDINANCE 545 
 
 

 
Alderman Stearns stated that discussion was had at the Finance Committee 
Meeting regarding the Tourism Bureau adding a sales contract. No action at 
this time.  
 
Alderman Stearns stated discussion occurred at the Finance Committee 
Meeting regarding the 2026 Fee Schedule. No action taken at this time.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, establishing the 
preliminary budget and tax levy collected in 2026, and designating December 
9, 2025, at 6:01pm as the date for public comment on the budget and proposed 
levy.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson. 
 
Alderman Zeman commented on being pleased with the proposed rate for 2026. 
 
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared 
resolution 2025-0909C adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, granting City 
Council consent for taxes payable 2026 HRA Levy. The motion was seconded 
by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk 
declared resolution 2025-0909D adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, amending the By-
Laws of the Detroit Lakes Fire Department Relief Association to provide for an 
additional $1,700 per year for a lump sum pension of $14,200 for each year 
effective April 1, 2026. The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman.  
 
Alderman Boeke asked if the pension increases every year.  
 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm stated it is dependent on the Fire Relief 
Policy and the market.  
 
Alderman Zeman spoke about the need for firefighters. 
 
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the 
resolution 2025-0909E adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Stearns, and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, authorizing staff to 
work with McGough to draft a contract for the Pavilion Construction Manager 
at Risk Services. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Stearns, and seconded by Alderman Zeman, to approve the first 
reading of Ordinance 545, amending City Code Chapters 204 and 209.  
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FINAL PAYMENT – 
WEST DOWNTOWN 
PROJECT 
 
 
SET HEARING – 
ASSESSMENTS 
UNPAID FIRE 
SERVICE CALLS 
 
 
 
SET HEARING – 
ASSESSMENTS 
UNPAID UTILITIES 
 
 
 
 
FUND TRANSFERS 
 
 
 
 
 
FINANCE REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLAIMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY FEE 
SCHEDULE 
 

 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm spoke about the Ordinance. 
 
The motion was carried with a dissenting vote from Alderman Spry. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, and seconded by Alderman Carlson, approving the final 
payment for the West Downtown Street and Utility Project. The motion was 
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a Special 
Assessment Hearing for 5:00 PM on October 14, 2025, for unpaid fire 
protection service calls. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and 
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-
0909F adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a Special 
Assessment Hearing for 5:00 PM on October 14, 2025, for unpaid water, sewer, 
storm water, and streetlight accounts. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Carlson and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared 
resolution 2025-0909G adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving fund 
transfers. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried 
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0909H 
adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, and seconded by Alderman Carlson, that the trial balance 
and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg, 
showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $15,176,330.50 as 
of August 31, 2025, be accepted, approved, and placed on file. The motion was 
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the financial reports 
approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 
payment of claims paid by proper authorization covering the period of August 
1, 2025, through August 31, 2025, in the amount of $5,416,748.00.  The motion 
for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Carlson and 
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-
00909I adopted. 
 
Alderman Dallmann stated discussion occurred at the Public Safety Committee 
Meeting regarding the 2026 Fee Schedule. No action taken at this time.  
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E-BIKES 
 

 
LIQUOR AND 
CANNABIS FEE 
SCHEDULE 

 
SPECIAL LIQUOR 
LICENSE – BUCKS 
MILL 

 
 
 

GAMBLING PERMIT – 
PATRIOT ASSISTANCE 
DOGS  
 
 
 
CMAR 
EQUALIZATION 
PROJECT 
 
 
 
 
MMUA AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
GRANT AGREEMENT 
– AIRPORT M&O  
 
 
 
 
GRANT AGREEMENT 
– AIRPORT APRON 
RECONSTRUCTION  
 
 
 
 
BUSINESS LICENSES 
2025 
 
 
 

Alderman Dallmann stated discussion occurred at the Public Safety Committee 
Meeting regarding E-bikes and speed limits. No action taken at this time.  
 
Alderman Stearns stated discussion occurred at the Liquor and Gambling 
Control Committee Meeting regarding the 2026 Fee Schedule. No action taken 
at this time.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion 
was made by Alderman Zeman approving a Special Liquor License for Bucks 
Mill in the City Park for the DAC Special Fall Celebration on September 25, 
2025. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried without 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion 
was made by Alderman Zeman, approving a Gambling Permit for Patriot 
Assistance Dogs for their Raffle on November 22, 2025, at the VFW. The 
motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried without a 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was 
made by Alderman Stearns, authorizing staff to work with Journey 
Construction to negotiate the contract for Construction Manager at Risk for the 
E2Q Equalization Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and 
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion 
approved.  
 
On behalf of the Public Utilities Commission, Alderman Stearns announced 
that Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts received the 2025 
President's Award and Madalyn Sukke, DLPU Commissioner, received the 
Community Service Award from the Minnesota Municipal Utilities 
Association. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, authorizing a Grant 
Agreement with MNDOT for the Airport Maintenance and Operation. The 
motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried without a 
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0909J adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, authorizing a Grant 
Agreement with MNDOT for the Terminal Apron Reconstruction and 
Expansion. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried 
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0909K 
adopted. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, approving the Licenses for the period of September 9, 2025, 
through December 31, 2025, pursuant to their application and fees, the list is on 
file in the City Clerks Office. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson 
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OTHER 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the licenses 
approved. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Zeman accepting the August Code 
Compliance Officials Report; the August Variance/Conditional Use Permit, 
Land Disturbance Permit, and Stormwater Mitigation Permit Status Report, the 
August Building Permit Report, the August Animal Control Report, the August 
Public Works Director’s Report, the August Police Report, the August Fire 
Report, the August Parking Violations Monthly Report, the July Becker County 
Court Report, and the August Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and 
placed on file. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was carried 
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the reports accepted. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced there will be a City Council Work Session will occur 
on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at 5pm. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the CGMC Fall Conference is November 13-14, 2025, 
in Grand Rapids, please let Kari know if you would like to attend. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced there will be an Open House for the City Park and 
Pavilion Project will be held at the Pavilion on October 7th from 5-7pm. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced there will be a Pavilion Farewell Celebration will be 
held on Saturday October 11th at the Pavilion. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Joint Governance Meeting Dates: 

October 7, 2025 – County 
 

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Council Meeting Dates:  
October 14, 2025 
November 10, 2025 *MONDAY – Veteran’s Day 
December 9, 2025 

 
Alderman Dallmann thanked Chief Todd and Chief Hansen for their and their 
staff’s hours of work this summer to keep the City safe.  
 
There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 5:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kari Tyson, City Clerk 


