City Council Minutes
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

AGENDA

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES

PUBLIC FORUM

PUBLIC HEARING -
DISEASED TREE
ABATEMENT

August 12, 2025
Page 1

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
August 12, 2025

The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council
Chambers of City Hall at 5:00 PM, August 12, 2025; all members of the City
Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted.

Council Present: Mayor Brenk
Alderman Caulfield
Alderman Deraney
Alderman Spry
Alderman Stearns
Alderman Zeman

Council Absent: Alderman Boeke
Alderman Carlson (left at 5:14)
Alderman Dallmann

Staff Present: City Administrator Kelcey Klemm
City Clerk Kari Tyson
City Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg
City Attorney Charles Ramstad
City Engineer Jon Pratt
Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts
Community Development Director Larry Remmen
Assistant City Attorney Dylan Ramstad Skoyles
Public Works Director Shawn King
Fire Chief Mike Hanson
Police Chief Steve Todd

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns to
approve the agenda with the additions of two excavation licenses, a special
event application, a transient merchant license, an easement, a liquor license,
and an agreement with WAPA. The motion was carried without a dissenting
vote, and Mayor Brenk declared the agenda approved with the additions.

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
held July 8, 2025, and the Special City Council Meeting held July 31, 2025, a
motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Buboltz, and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes
would stand approved.

Janelle D. spoke about her concerns with having an invocation before City
Council Meetings.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
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comments on the proposed abatement of diseased trees for 2025. Mayor Brenk
called the hearing to order at 5:23 PM.

Public Works Director Shawn King presented the proposed abatements.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:24
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, ordering the
abatement of diseased trees for 2025. The motion was seconded by Alderman
Stearns and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808A adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed street and utility improvements for Lynnview
Estates — First Addition. Mayor Brenk called the hearing to order at 5:25 PM.

City Engineer Jon Pratt presented the proposed improvements.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:32
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, ordering the
improvements and authorizing plans and specifications for the street and utility
improvements for Lynnview Estates — First Addition. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Spry.

Alderman Zeman stated that he wanted to remind the Council that as prices
keep going up, so do special assessments.

The motion was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808B adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments to consider the establishment of Redevelopment Project No. 44, the
redevelopment plan and establishment of tax increment financing District 44-1.
Mayor Brenk called the hearing to order at 5:13 PM.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the proposed
redevelopment.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:14
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
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approving Redevelopment Project No. 44 and the Redevelopment Plan therefor
and approving tax increment financing District 44-1 and the Tax Increment
Financing Plan therefor and authorizing an interfund loan. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz.

Alderman Zeman spoke about the need for the project because of the need for
housing.

Alderman Spry asked how many homes this would bring.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen stated 36 new apartments
would be created.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808C adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the Public Nuisance at 15937 Long Lake Rd. Mayor Brenk called
the hearing to order at 5:33 PM.

Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath presented the nuisance.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:32
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
declaring nuisance, ordering abatement, and assessing costs as a service fee at
15937 Long Lake Rd, giving the resident until October 12% to abate the
nuisance themselves. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz.

Alderman Spry asked if a cost was available for the City to abate it.

There is no cost now, however, Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath will
work to obtain one.

Alderman Zeman commented that the property has been this way for many
years and apologized to the neighbors for not abating it sooner.

Alderman Spry thanked Priscilla for her work in assisting to get the property
cleaned up.

The motion was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808D adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the Public Nuisance at 215 central St E. Mayor Brenk called the
hearing to order at 5:41 PM.
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Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath presented the nuisance.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:47
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
declaring nuisance, ordering abatement, and assessing costs as a service fee at
215 Central St E, giving the resident until October 12 to abate the nuisance
themselves. The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns.

Alderman Zeman apologized to the neighbors for not abating it sooner.

Alderman Zeman also spoke about the importance of a community clean-up
day.

The motion was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808E adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the Public Nuisance at 421 State St E. Mayor Brenk called the
hearing to order at 5:48 PM.

Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath presented the nuisance.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:50
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
declaring nuisance, ordering abatement, and assessing costs as a service fee at
421 State St E, giving the resident until October 12 to abate the nuisance
themselves. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz.

Alderman Zeman also reiterated the importance of a community clean-up day.

The motion was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808F adopted.

Alderman Spry let the Council know that discussion took place at the
Community Development Committee meeting regarding prayer before City
Council Meetings. City Attorney Charlie Ramstad will create a policy and have
that for the September meeting for review and approval. No action taken at this
time.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Spry, approving the second reading and
adoption of Ordinance 544, rezoning an area from “R-A” Agriculture
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Residence District to “R-2” One- and Two-Family Residence District at 865
Shorewood Drive (Bristlin Construction). The motion was seconded by

Alderman Buboltz. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor
Brenk declared Ordinance 544 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption, denying
the variance to allow up to 16 boat slips instead of 6 boat slips at 1897
Bridgeview Estates (Bridgeview Estates Shared Lot and Dock Association).
The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the variance.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808G adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption
approving the variance to allow a setback of less than 30 feet for construction
of an attached 40 x 25 foot garage at 600 Shorewood Drive (Sam Larson). The
motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the variance.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808H adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving the final plat of Long Lake Acres at 2445 US Highway 10 W (Darryl
and Elizabeth Justesen). The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the plat.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-08081 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Spry, authorizing a one-year extension on a
variance to allow a 15-foot side yard setback and a 20-foot rear yard setback in
an “I-1” Light Industrial District for construction of a 10,400 square foot flex
space shop condo at 1070 Randolph Road and 1065 Fortune Avenue to August
12, 2026. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the request.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the
request approved.
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Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving the conditional use permit to allow extraction of materials at 983
Richwood Road (Hough, Inc.). The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the conditional
use permit.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808J adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving the amended variance to allow a 20-foot setback from the property
line adjacent to the road right-of-way and a setback of 41 feet from the
Ordinary High-Water Mark for construction of a two (2) story home at 1217
West Lake Drive (James and Pam Benedict). The motion was seconded by
Alderman Stearns.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the variance.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
resolution 2025-0808K adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns, approving a
Memorandum of Understanding with Lakeview Township. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the MOU approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Spry, accepting the City
Engineer’s Monthly Project Status Report.

City Engineer Jon Pratt presented his report.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the
report accepted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Carlson and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for the American Heart Association for the Lakes
Area Heart Walk on August 14, 2025. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Carlson and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for the Detroit Lakes Shrine Color Guard for the
Detroit Lakes Shrine Septoberfest on September 6, 2025. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Carlson and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for the Detroit Lakes Rotary Noon Club for
Oktoberfest on September 20, 2025. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Carlson and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the
Special Event Application for the Lakes Crisis and Resource Center for the
break the Silence Memorial Display October 1 through October 15, 2025. The
motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns, approving the
Excavation License for Telcom Construction. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Deraney, approving the
Excavation License for Zayic Concrete. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Deraney, approving the
Special Event Application for the VFW for their Street Dance on August 23,
2025. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared
the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Deraney, approving the
Transient Merchant License for Anthony’s Tex Mex. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Spry, approving the
Permanent Easement on West Lake Drive. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the easement approved.

Mikaela Huot of Baker Tilly presented the Electric Revenue Bond Sale.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, awarding the sale of
Electric Revenue Bonds, Series 2025B, in the original aggregate principal
amount; fixing their form and specifications; directing their execution and
delivery; and providing for their payment. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared resolution 2025-0808L adopted.
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No action taken at this time.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, authorizing
acceptance of a Minnesota Department of Education Library Construction
Grant of $749,999.00 for roof restoration and accessibility improvements to the
Detroit Lakes Public Library. The motion was seconded by Alderman Spry and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the resolution
2025-0808M adopted.

Alderman Buboltz excused herself from the Chambers.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Stearns , and seconded by Alderman Zeman, approving a Purchase
of Services Contract with the Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce
and Tourism Bureau. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor
Brenk declared the motion approved.

Alderman Buboltz reentered the Chambers.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Carlson, and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, that the trial balance
and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg,
showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $15,650,877.21 as
of July 31, 2025, be accepted, approved, and placed on file. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the financial reports
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Carlson, who moved its adoption, approving the
payment of claims paid by proper authorization covering the period of July 1,
2025, through July 31, 2025, in the amount of $11,666,001.01. The motion for
the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0808N
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Carlson and seconded by Alderman Buboltz approving the
issuance of a Parade Permit for Detroit Lakes High School Student Council for
their Homecoming Parade. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Stearns approving a Temporary Expansion Permit for
Zorbaz for September 20, 2025. The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman
and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Stearns approving a Temporary Intoxicating Liquor
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License to Bucks Mill for September 20, 2025. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson approving the sponsorship of Oktoberfest 2025
for $500. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried
without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
License to Bleachers for August 23-25, 2025, at the Pavilion. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor
Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
License to Bleachers for September 13, 2025, at the Pavilion. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor
Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
License to Bleachers for October 4, 2025, at the Pavilion. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor
Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson approving the issuance of a Temporary On-
Sale License to Detroit Lakes Shrine Color Guard for September 6, 2025. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without dissenting
vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson, approving a Gambling Permit for
Marshmallow Animal Shelter for their Raffle on August 22, 2025, at Zorbaz.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson, approving a Gambling Permit for Patriot
Assistance Dogs for their Raffle on September 20, 2025, at the Pavilion. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Carlson, approving a Gambling Permit for Holy Rosary
Catholic Church for their Raffle and Bingo on October 12, 2025, at Holy
Rosary Catholic Church. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and
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was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the permit
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Stearns, approving a Temporary Intoxicating License
for August 23, 2025. The motion was seconded by Alderman Deraney and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was
made by Alderman Stearns, accepting bids for the Control Enclosure at the new
Jet Substation and awarding the contract. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was
made by Alderman Stearns, authorizing an agreement with WAPA. The motion
was seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Carlson, approving the Licenses for the period of August 8§, 2025,
through December 31, 2025, pursuant to their application and fees, the list is on
file in the City Clerks Office. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz
and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the licenses
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Carlson, authorizing City Clerk Kari Tyson to attend the MN
Municipal Clerk’s Conference March 24-27, 2026, in Brooklyn Center. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

A motion was made by Alderman Carlson accepting the July Code Compliance
Officials Report; the July Variance/Conditional Use Permit, Land Disturbance
Permit, and Stormwater Mitigation Permit Status Report, the July Building
Permit Report, the July Animal Control Report, the July Public Works
Director’s Report, the July Police Report, the July Fire Report, the July Parking
Violations Monthly Report, the May Becker County Court Report, and the July
Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and placed on file. The motion
was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the reports accepted.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman Spry
to appoint Tasha Restad to the Arts and Culture Commission to fill the seat
vacated by Wendy Spry. Ms. Restad is eligible to be appointed to her first term.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Stearns to reappoint Nate Hunter to the Development Authority. Mr. Hunter
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fulfilled the term vacated by John Hansen which expires on August 31, 2025,
and is eligible to be appointed to his first term. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Zeman to reappoint Josh Hochgrabber to the Development Authority. Mr.
Hochgrabber’s term expired on August 5, 2025, and he is eligible to be
appointed to his second term. The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns
and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the
appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Zeman to reappoint Chris Jasken to the Development Authority. Mr. Jasken’s
term expired on August 5, 2025, and he is eligible to be appointed to his second
term. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without
a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman Spry
to reappoint Dan Josephson to the DLCCC Board. Mr. Josephson’s term
expires on August 31, 2025, and he is eligible to be appointed to his second
term. The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without
a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman Spry
to reappoint Carol Oberholtzer to the Library Board. Ms. Oberholtzer’s term
expires on August 31, 2025, and she is eligible to be appointed to her third
term. The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the appointment approved.

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Budget Committee Meeting Schedule
(Please note: A quorum of the Council may be present at these meetings)
Thursday, August 14, 2025, at 7am
Tuesday, August 19, 2025, at 7am
Thursday, August 21, 2025, at 7am
Tuesday, August 26, 2025, at 7am (if needed)
Thursday, August 28, 2025, at 7am (if needed)

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Joint Governance Meeting Dates:
October 7, 2025 — County

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Council Meeting Dates:
September 9, 2025
October 14, 2025
November 10, 2025 *MONDAY - Veteran’s Day
December 9, 2025

Alderman Zeman wished Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg a Happy Birthday
and thanked City Engineer Jon Pratt for all the work he has done with the
projects so far.
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City Administrator Kelcey Klemm stated MNDOT will be having an open
house for the Hwy 10 project on Thursday, August 14" in the Council
Chambers 5:30-7 with a presentation at 6.

Alderman Zeman thanked the VFW for the ADA Dock and Public Works for
the installation. Alderman Zeman also thanked the Public Works Department
for their work keeping the city looking good throughout the summer.

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk
adjourned the meeting at 6:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Kari Tyson, City Clerk



