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Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
June 10, 2025

The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council
Chambers of City Hall at 5:00 PM, June 10, 2025; all members of the City
Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted.

Council Present: Mayor Brenk
Alderman Buboltz
Alderman Carlson
Alderman Caulfield
Alderman Dallmann
Alderman Deraney
Alderman Spry
Alderman Stearns
Alderman Zeman

Council Absent: Alderman Boeke

Staff Present: City Administrator Kelcey Klemm
City Clerk Kari Tyson
City Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg
City Engineer Jon Pratt

Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts
Community Development Director Larry Remmen
Assistant City Attorney Dylan Ramstad Skoyles
Public Works Director Shawn King

Fire Chief Mike Hanson

Police Chief Steve Todd

Liquor Store Manager Mitch Anderson

Lily Burnside, Ramstad Skoyles, and Winters Intern

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz
to approve the agenda, with the additions of a mower purchase, HRA
appointments, a Solicitor License, and a DMRA Park Designation Resolution.
The motion was carried without a dissenting vote, and Mayor Brenk declared
the agenda approved.

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
held May 13, 2025, a motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by
Alderman Carlson, and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the minutes would stand approved.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed vacation of the dedicated public road in the plat of
Curfman Beach at 144 and 150 Shorewood Drive (Drew Larson). Mayor Brenk
called the hearing to order at 5:11 PM.
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Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the proposed
vacation.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:13
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption, vacating
a portion of the dedicated public road in the plat of Curfman Beach at 144 and
150 Shorewood Drive (Drew Larson). The motion was seconded by Alderman
Dallmann. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared resolution 2025-0610A adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed property tax abatement for Chad Wendel. Mayor
Brenk called the hearing to order at 6:26 PM.

Community Development Director Larry Remmen spoke about the proposed
vacation.

There being no comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 6:28
PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
granting a property tax abatement to Chad A. Wendel for the purpose of real
estate development. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson. The
motion was carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution
2025-0610B adopted.

Pursuant to a notice having been published in the official newspaper that the
Council, at this present meeting, will conduct a hearing to receive public
comments on the proposed assessments for the Forest Street, Street and Utility
Improvement Project. Mayor Brenk called the hearing to order at 5:13 PM.

City Engineer Jon Pratt presented the assessments.

Sallie Marlin of 1264 Summit Ave spoke about her financial situation and
requested a waiver of assessments.

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm spoke about the deferral option and
recommended Ms. Marlin speak with Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg.

There being no further comments or questions, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing
at 5:32 PM.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the
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adoption of the assessment rolls for the Forest Street, Street and Utility
Improvement Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns. The

motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution
2025-0610C adopted.

Alderman Spry let the Council know discussion was had regarding a request
from Bridgeview Estates Shared Lot and Dock Association. No further action at
this time.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Spry, approving the second reading and
adoption of Ordinance No. 541 rezoning from “R-2" One- and Two-Family
Residence to “LB” Lakefront Business District 1321 Summit Avenue (City of
Detroit Lakes). The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 541
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Spry, approving the second reading and
adoption of Ordinance No. 542, rezoning property from “R-A” Agriculture
Residence District to “I-1” Light Industrial District at 1160 Fortune Avenue
(Patrick Bartells). The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 542
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving the preliminary plat of Midwest Addition at 1255 US Highway 10
(Midwest Bank). The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-
0610D adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving the variance to allow a 20-foot setback from the property line
adjacent to the road right-of-way, a setback of 43 feet from the Ordinary
Highway Mark, and a 30% impervious surface coverage for construction of a
two (2) story home at 1217 West Lake Drive (James and Pam Benedict). The
motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610E adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
approving a variance to allow a 2-foot setback instead of a 5-foot setback for a
portion of the parking lot (8 spaces) at 811 8th Street SE (Wood Fire Pizza).
The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610F adopted.
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Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
motion was made by Alderman Spry, approving the request from Highland
Lakeview authorizing a one-year extension on a Conditional Use Permit to
allow a 36 unit Planned Unit Development in the Shoreland District at 1321
Highland Drive/1510 Randolph Road (Highland Lakeview LLP/Formally:
Luminary Holdings LLP). The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the request
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a
resolution was introduced by Alderman Spry, who moved its adoption,
supporting a regional park designation for DMRA. The motion was seconded
by Alderman Stearns and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared resolution 2025-0610G adopted.

Alderman Zeman stated discussion occurred at the Public Works Committee
meeting regarding the benches on Washington Ave. No further action taken.

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, to rescind the decision of the Council
at its March 11, 2025, meeting that the City should fly the Official State Flag.
The motion was seconded by Alderman Dallmann. The motion carried; Ayes:
Caulfield, Dallmann, Deraney, and Zeman; Nayes: Buboltz, Carlson, Spry, and
Stearns with Mayor Brenk breaking the tie. Mayor Brenk declared the motion
rescinded.

A motion was made by Alderman Dallmann not to fly a MN State Flag in the
City of Detroit Lakes. The motion was seconded by Alderman Caulfield.

Todd Simison of 1774 East Shore Drive spoke about how 13 people got to vote
on the new flag design. Mr. Simison also spoke about other cities and counties
that have issues with the flag.

Celeste Knoppe of 303 Willow St W stated that in 2023 a commission was
empowered by our elected officials to redesign the state flag and seal. Through
this process, the new flag came to be. Ms. Knoppe requested that City Council
respect that process and fly the official flag and be a welcoming community.

Larry Leitheiser of 1210 Richwood Rd spoke against the official flag.
Bob Bekkerus of 126 Shorewood Dr spoke in opposition of the official flag.

Marga Ybarra of 303 Sherman St provided history of the flag and requested the
City listen to its constituents.

Brian Alstein of 1041 Timber Dr spoke in opposition of the official flag.
Janine Schneider of 1011 Villa Ln stated that everyone had a chance to vote on

the new flag and requested the City Council fly the flag like the City has always
done.
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Ruth Solie of 1220 Minnesota Ave stated the Council has other important
business they should be focused on and spoke in favor of the official flag.

Joseph Malakousay of 320 EIm St W Apt 109 requested the council not fly a
MN State flag.

Zach Foltz of 1219 Roosevelt Ave requested the City fly the official flag and
not let politics creep into our local City government.

Alderman Carlson stated the City of Detroit Lakes is a City in the State of MN
and has always flown the flag, and should continue to fly the official flag.

Alderman Buboltz stated she understands and appreciates everyones opinion
and passion, but the legislative process is a State issue and not a City issue and
would like to see the official flag flown.

Alderman Deraney stated that a comment had been made earlier that the old
flag was outdated, and he expressed that he did not feel like the previous flag
was outdated.

Alderman Spry reiterated Alderman Carlson and Alderman Buboltz points.
Alderman Deraney stated that this topic is not a waste of council time.

Mayor Brenk called for a vote, and the motion carried; Ayes: Caulfield,
Dallmann, Deraney, and Zeman; Nayes: Buboltz, Carlson, Spry, and Stearns
with Mayor Brenk breaking the tie. Mayor Brenk declared the City will not fly
a MN State Flag.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a motion was
made by Alderman Zeman, to approve a Summer Ice Agreement with Detroit
Lakes Youth Hockey. The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns and was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the agreement
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, accepting bids for the
Shorewood Drive Street and Utility Improvement Project and awarding the
contract to Mark’s Sand & Gravel contingent upon the adoption of the
Assessment Roll at the July Council Meeting.

City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the bids.

The motion was seconded by Alderman Spry and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610H adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, ordering the
preparation of the assessment roll for Shorewood Dr. Street and Utility Project
and setting a public hearing on the proposed assessments for the Street and
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Utility Improvement Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Stearns

and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution
2025-0610I adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a motion was
made by Alderman Zeman, to approve plans and specifications and authorize
bids for the Peoples Parking Lot.

Alderman Stearns spoke against the Parking Lot stating there is on street
parking, parking lots, and the fairgrounds for people to park in, and the project
can always be done at a later date if needed.

Alderman Dallmann agreed with Alderman Stearns.

Alderman Zeman stated it is not fair to homeowners in the area to for more
people to be parking on the streets and stated the costs of the project will only
go up in the future.

Alderman Deraney stated the City should pursue this later if it is needed.

The motion was seconded by Alderman Carlson and failed with dissenting
votes from Alderman Buboltz, Carlson, Caulfield, Dallmann, Deraney, Spry,
and Stearns. Mayor Brenk declared the motion failed.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, authorizing a
Preliminary Engineering Report for Lynnview Estates. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610J adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Department, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption accepting a
Preliminary Engineering Report for 270th Ave Sewer and Water Extension
Improvements and setting an Improvement Hearing for July 8, 2025, at 5:00pm.

City Engineer Jon Pratt spoke about the project.

The motion was seconded by Alderman Caulfield and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610K adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns accepting the City
Engineer’s Monthly Project Status Report. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving a Special
Event Application from Indivisible for We the People No Kings Day on June
14, 2025, in the City Park. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving a Special
Event Application from the DLCCC for the Fitness Classes for June and July
2025, in the City Park. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving a Special
Event Application from the Kicks Band of Fargo Moorhead for the Summer
Park Concert August 1, 2025, in the City Park. The motion was carried without
a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving a Special
Event Application from the Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce for
Crazy Daze on August 5, 2025. The motion was carried without a dissenting
vote. Mayor Brenk declared the event approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz approving the
1ssuance of an Annual Transient Merchant License for O’Fer Sweet for 2025,
pursuant to their application and fees. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz approving the
issuance of a Daily Transient Merchant License for Country Fresh Farms,
pursuant to their application and fees. The motion was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz approving the
issuance of a Daily Transient Merchant License for Oofa-Da Taco, pursuant to
their application and fees. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns approving the
purchase of a Hustler Fastrak Mower from Adkins. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the purchase approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Caulfield approving the
issuance of a Solictior Transient Merchant License for Patrik Rahula, pursuant
to their application and fees. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Janel Bitzan from Bergan KDC presented the 2024 Audit.
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Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Stearns, and seconded by Alderman Zeman, accepting the 2024
Audit Report. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the audit accepted.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Stearns, and seconded by Alderman Zeman, approving a Proposal to
lease the warehouse building at the old Public Works Facility by the Becker
County Sheriff’s Office. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Stearns, and seconded by Alderman Zeman, authorizing the use of
$225,000 in funds to be issued to the MN Flyers for their expansion project.

Lisa Lindgard and Beth Pridday spoke requesting $450,000 in funds.

Aldermann Dallmann asked them to promise they wouldn’t be back in 3 years
asking for money.

Beth Pridday said they have proven through operations that additional funding
would not be needed.

Lisa Lindgard stated that would depend on how much was given today.

Alderman Zeman read a letter from Steve Daggett stating funding from the City
would not be needed.

Alderman Spry asked some clarifying questions regarding funding, City
ownership of the property, and the parking lot.

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm answered Alderman Spry’s questions.

Mayor Brenk called for a vote. The motion was carried without a dissenting
vote. Mayor Brenk declared the funds approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman, and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, that the trial balance
and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg,
showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $16,864,733.56 as
of May 31, 2025, be accepted, approved, and placed on file. The motion was
carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the financial reports
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the
payment of claims paid by proper authorization covering the period of May 1,
2025, through May 31, 2025, in the amount of $3,829,034.41. The motion for
the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and carried
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without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2025-0610L
adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made
by Alderman Dallmann and seconded by Alderman Zeman approving the
purchase of a Fire Truck with the prepayment option. The motion was carried
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the purchase approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Stearns approving the sponsorship of the 4™ of July
Fireworks for $6,000. The motion was seconded by Alderman Caulfield and
was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the sponsorship
approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a temporary
expansion permit for Sapphire for the 2025 Summer. The motion was seconded
by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume
to Precision Catering at the Pavilion, June 28, 2025. The motion was seconded
by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume
to Ricardo Franco at the Pavilion, July 5, 2025. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume
to Alyssa Underdahl at Long Lake Park, July 19, 2025. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume
to Brittany Nack at the Pavilion, August 29, 2025. The motion was seconded by
Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the permit approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
Intoxicating Liquor License to Bleachers on June 14, 2025, at the Pavilion. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.
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Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
Intoxicating Liquor License to Bleachers on June 21, 2025, at the Pavilion. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion
was made by Alderman Zeman approving the issuance of a Special On-Sale
Intoxicating Liquor License to Bleachers on July 26, 2025, at the Pavilion. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was
made by Alderman Stearns, updating the exhibits to the FES with WAPA. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and was carried without a dissenting
vote. Mayor Brenk declared the exhibits updated.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a resolution was
introduced by Alderman Stearns, who moved its adoption, providing for the
issuance and sale of approximately $17,985,000 Electric Revenue Bonds,
Series 2025B. The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman.

Finance Officer Heidi Tumberg spoke about the bond sale.

The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk the resolution
2025-0610M adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Buboltz, approving the second
reading and adoption of Ordinance 540, Creating City Code Section 216, Civil
Enforcement. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared Ordinance 540 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Stearns, approving the second
reading and adoption of Ordinance 543, Amending City Code Section 204.14,
Administrative Appeal. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 543 adopted.

Upon the recommendation of the City Administrator, a motion was made by
Alderman Zeman, approving the following Licenses for the period of June 10,

2025, through December 31, 2025, pursuant to their application and fees.

Massage Therapist
Abagail Nolan

Golf Cart License
Essentia Health Oak Crossing

Cannabis Microbusiness
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Blue Ox Cannabis Company 1112 Jackson Ave. and 1160
Fortune Ave.

The motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the listed licenses approved.

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman accepting the May Code Compliance
Officials Report; the May Variance/Conditional Use Permit, Land Disturbance
Permit, and Stormwater Mitigation Permit Status Report, the May Building
Permit Report, the May Animal Control Report, the May Public Works
Director’s Report, the May Police Report, the May Fire Report, the May
Parking Violations Monthly Report, the April Becker County Court Report, and
the May Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and placed on file. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Buboltz and was carried without a
dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the reports accepted.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Zeman to appoint Natalie Bly to the HRA Board to fulfil the term vacated by
Chris Jasken. Mr. Jasken’s term expires June 30, 2027. The motion was
seconded by Alderman Caulfield and was carried without a dissenting vote.
Mayor Brenk declared the appointment approved.

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor, a motion was made by Alderman
Zeman to appoint Sister Patrice to the HRA Board. The motion was seconded
by Alderman Caulfield and was carried without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk
declared the appointment approved.

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm let the Council know there will be a City
Council Work Session on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 4:00 pm in the
Committee Conference Room.

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Joint Governance Meeting Dates
July 1, 2025 — DL Schools
October 7, 2025 — County

Mayor Brenk announced the 2025 Council Meeting Dates
July 8, 2025
September 12, 2025
September 9, 2025
October 14, 2025
November 10, 2025 *MONDAY - Veteran’s Day
December 9, 2025

Alderman Caulfield thanked the Council for the support of the MN Flyers.

Alderman Spry made a statement about her disappointment regarding the flag
discussions and votes.

Alderman Zeman requested the City look into a 2026 City Wide Cleanup Day
during the 2026 budget planning.
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ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk
adjourned the meeting at 7:12 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Kari Tyson, City Clerk



