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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       August 10, 2020 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order via a video 
conference system at 5:00 PM, August 10, 2020; all members of the City Council having 
been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk (In Person); City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; 

City Clerk Glori French; City Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie; City 
Attorney Charlie Ramstad; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; City Engineer 
Jon Pratt; Public Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts; 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen; Streets Supervisor 
Terry Stiegel; Police Chief Steven Todd; and Fire Chief Ryan 
Swanson. 

 
            Aldermen Present (In Person): Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, and 

Zeman 
 
 Aldermen Present (Video Conference): Wenner 

 
  Absent: Marks Erickson 
  
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Walz under Minn. Stat. § Chapter 12 
– Emergency Management declared a peacetime emergency on March 13, 2020. The 
City has determined an in-person meeting was not practical or prudent because of the 
health pandemic. The City of Detroit Lakes Meeting was held via a videoconference call 
as outlined in Minn. Stat.§13D.021.  
      

Mayor Brenk read the rules for a public videoconference meeting and took roll 
call attendance.  Council Members (In Person) Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, 
and Zeman. Council Member (Video Conference) Wenner. 

 
There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held July 14, 2020 and the Special City Council Meeting held on July 28, 2020, a motion 
was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke.  Mayor Brenk then called 
for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would stand approved.   
  

Vicki Clayton of West Central MN Partnership gave an update to the Council on 
the status of the 2020 Census. 

 
Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 
matter of the proposed abatement of diseased trees for 2020. The Mayor called the 
hearing to order at 5:12 PM. 
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Todd Coleman, 209 Oak Street, appeared before the Council and requested an extension 
of the timeline to have the trees removed, ten days is just not enough time have them 
removed.  Public Works Director Shawn King stated, the City will work with home 
owner on the timing of the removal.  
 
Robert Flansburg, 1119 West Avenue, appeared before the Council and requested an 
extension of the timeline to have the trees removed, Public Works Director Shawn King 
commented yes the City will work with home owner on the timing of the removal of the 
trees.  There being no other comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 5:17 PM and 
reconvened the Regular Council meeting. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Imholte to order the abatement of diseased trees for 2020.  The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Boeke.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. There being no dissenting 
votes Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810C adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving 
preliminary plat of Lakeview on Englewood, a 6-lot residential subdivision in the City’s 
two-mile extraterritorial area at 25545 Englewood Drive (Brad Olstad).  The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Sukke.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk 
declared resolution 2020-0810D adopted.   
 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving a 
preliminary plat approval of Benny and Iola Peterson Addition a two-lot residential 
subdivision at 1004 Villa Lane (Patricia Heisler) with four conditions.  1. Owner pay the 
park dedication fee of $6,168 prior to final plat approval; 2. Owner provide any utility 
easements required by the City; 3.  Plat be named Benny and Iola Peterson Addition; 4.  
Plat cannot include any portion or interest, fractional or otherwise, of Lot 13 of John A. 
Bowman’s Subdivision and none of the Lots can be afforded an access to Detroit Lake by 
easement or otherwise over, across or through Lot 13 of John A. Bowman’s Subdivision 
southeasterly of County State Aid Highway 22 (West Lake Drive).  The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Imholte.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk 
declared resolution 2020-0810E adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Wenner, to approve a variance to allow a 6 foot high fence in 
the front yard towards the street at 1158 South Shore Drive (Mary Perrson).   
 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen appeared before the Council stating a 
variance application was received to allow a 6 foot fence in the front yard (street side) of 
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the property.  Lake property has two front yards.  The area on the property toward the 
street is defined as a “rear yard” which would allow storage sheds and six-foot fences. 
 
Alderman Wenner informed the Council at the Community Development Committee 
Meeting held earlier that day the vote was two against the variance request and two yes 
votes.  Mr. Wenner noted the Planning Commission at their meeting recommended to 
approve the variance at a vote of four to one. 
 
Alderman Wenner made a motion to deny the variance request to allow a six-foot fence 
in the front yard towards the street at 1158 South Shore Drive.  The motion was seconded 
by Alderman Imholte.  Mayor Brenk asked for comments and questions. 
 
Dave Karsnia, 1150 South Shore Drive, appeared before the Council and expressed safety 
concerns with granting of the variance.  Mr. Karsnia requested City staff and Council to 
review the fence ordinance regarding some of the definitions.  Dave Karsnia stated there 
currently is a fence on the property that is in disrepair and not in compliance.  Mr. 
Karsnia requested Council to consider tabling this request until the current fence is 
brought into compliance.  
 
Property owner Mary Perrson appeared before the Council and stated the current fence on 
the property has been approved by the City on two separate occasions.  Ms. Perrson 
stated she has planted several trees while trying to make a live fence and just wants to put 
this six-foot fence on the property line.  Mary Perrson shared several other reasons why 
she feels the variance should be granted.  
 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen reviewed some of the fence ordinance 
definitions.  Mr. Remmen noted six-foot fences are allowed everywhere except in the 
“front yard” which is defined as the area between the front property line and front line of 
the building.   
 
Alderman Imholte commented a property owner could not put a six-foot fence in their 
front yard toward the street on Summit Avenue.  Imholte noted does the City want to 
allow property owners to put six-foot fences on the street side of properties. 
 
Alderman Sukke stated you cannot equate Summit Avenue to South Shore Drive because 
both are not on the lake and the front yard is different.  
 
Alderman Sukke commented at the Community Development Committee Meeting this 
morning the “point” was this variance is not needed for a six-foot high fence.  The 
variance is needed for the property owner to be able to put the fence on her property line 
rather than the ten feet in.  
 
Alderman Josephson commented looking at the Ordinance #394 that was adopted 
January 12, 2016.  We are looking at fences along rear property lines.  As stated, this is 
just a “line” there is no definition that this has to be set at 10 feet off the side yards.  
Alderman Josephson stated a variance is not needed to do this project.   
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Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote to deny the variance request to allow a six 
foot fence in the front yard towards the street at 1158 South Shore Drive.  Yays; Wenner 
and Imholte. Nays; Bly, Boeke, Josephson, Sukke, and Zeman. Motion fails.  
 
City staff will review the current fence ordinance and bring back to City Council 
recommendations.   
 
A resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Bly to approve 
a variance to allow a 6 foot high fence in the front yard towards the street at 1158 South 
Shore Drive (Mary Perrson) with two conditions: 1. Fence be 6 feet high; 2. Fence be 
setback 30 feet from the front lot line next to the road right of way.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Josephson, Sukke, and Zeman. Nays; Wenner, 
Imholte, and Boeke. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810F adopted.   
 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving a 
variance to allow a 10 foot easterly rear yard setback instead of a 30 foot rear yard 
setback to expand an existing garage approximately 13 ½ feet southerly and adding an 
approximately 17 foot wide garage stall on the easterly side of existing garage at 1235 
Shorewood Drive (James and Paula Schulz) with 6 conditions. The motion was seconded 
by Alderman Josephson.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; Imholte.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 
2020-0810G adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving a 
nonconforming use permit to allow the addition of two (2) feet of height to an existing 
garage with a 2 foot 5 inch setback by an additional 2 feet in a residential district at 415 
North Shore Drive. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
none.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810H adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving a 
requiring a post construction survey as part of the Mitigation Measures Maintenance 
Agreement. The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson.  Mayor Brenk then called 
for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; none.  
Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810I adopted. 

 
Alderman Imholte let the council know there was discussion regarding 

construction trailer parking. No action at this time. 
 
Alderman Imholte let the council know there was discussion regarding pontoon 

parking on the City Beach overnight. No action at this time. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, to approve second reading and adoption of Ordinance 463, 
amending the City of Detroit Lakes City Code Chapter 1001A.13 Boat Lifts and Boat 
Slips Regulated.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Bly. Mayor Brenk then called 
for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared the Ordinance 463 adopted. 
 

City Engineer Jon Pratt gave his monthly project status report.  
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve the special event 
permit for the Young Life Triathlon Special Event Application with a West Lake Drive 
street closure from Lake Street to North Shore Drive on August 15, 2020. Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve the final payment to 
Pathfinder Trail Builders for the construction of mountain bike trails at DMRA in 
connection with the legacy grant. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk 
declared motion carried. 

 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm gave a brief update on the Cares Act Funding 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke to authorize a CARES ACT Election 
Municipality Agreement with Becker County in the amount of $3,471 (note a 20% 
match).  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion 
approved. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Sukke approving the Massage Therapy Business License Fees. The motion 
was seconded by Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; 
Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared resolution 2020-0810J adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke to approve the second reading and 
adoption of Ordinance 467 the Natural Gas Franchise Ordinance.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 467 adopted. 

 
A motion was made by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve 
the summary of Ordinance 467 for publication purposes only. Mayor Brenk then called 
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for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Sukke approving the issuance and sale of General Obligation Bonds, Series 
2020B. The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke. Mayor Brenk then called for a 
roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810K adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve the financial reports for July. 
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the trial balance and 
monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie, showing a balance 
in the City treasury to be in the amount of $18,095,945.45 as of July 31, 2020, be 
accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of July 15, 2020, through August 10, 2020, in 
the amount of $10,358,100.82. Motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke. Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2020-0810A adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption approving the second reading and adoption 
of Ordinance 465, amending the City Code of Detroit Lakes City Code Chapter 602, 
Massage Businesses and Massage Therapist Licenses. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Bly.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 
465 adopted. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve 
the summary of Ordinance 465 for publication purposes only. Mayor Brenk then called 
for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman accepting a $2,000 donation for the Fire Department 
from the Eagles Club for equipment. The motion was seconded by Alderman Bly. Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0810B adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 

made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve a gambling 
permit for Holy Rosary for a raffle at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 1043 Lake Avenue 
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on August 23, 2020.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the 
motion carried. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve a gambling 
permit for Patriot Assistance Dogs to hold a raffle at the Holiday Inn, 1155 Hwy 10 E on 
September 26, 2020.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the 
motion carried. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve the issuance of a 
Permit to Consume to Levi Wold and Rilee Burnside to consume liquor at the Pavilion 
October 10, 2020 for their wedding.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; 
Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 
 

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke that the 
July Code Compliance Official’s Report, the July Variance/Conditional Use Permit 
Status Report, the July building permits in the amount of $1,614,367, the July Animal 
Control Report, the July Police Chief’s Report, the July Fire Chief’s Report, the July 
Parking Violations Monthly Report of $60, the June Becker County Court Report of 
$6,342.18, and the July Liquor Store Manager’s Report.  Mayor Brenk then called for a 
roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was 

made by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to develop a grant program 
alongside MAHUBE with the CARES Act Funding to provide grants for applicants with 
assist with delinquent utility accounts. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; 
Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission, a motion was 

made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Sukke to approve a quote for a 
purchase of a Bobcat S76 skid steer for E2Q. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote 
Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation from the Mayor, a resolution was introduced by 

Alderman Zeman who moved its adoption, extending the Declaration of Emergency 
through September 8, 2020. The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson. Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2020-0810L 
adopted.  
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The Mayor let the Council know that Alderman Sukke would represent the 

Council on the Becker County Canvassing Board for the Primary Election and General 
Election which will be held August 11, 2020 and November 3, 2020, respectively. The 
date for the Primary Canvassing is scheduled for Friday, August 14, 2020 at 2:00 PM at 
Becker County Courthouse (2nd Floor).  
 
 Mayor Brenk announced the 2021 Budget Committee Meeting Schedule.  (Please 
note:  A quorum of the Council may be present at these meetings) 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Thursday, August 20, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Thursday, August 27, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  
Tuesday, September 1, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM (if needed) 
 

Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Joint Governance Meeting Dates: 
 October 6, 2020 – Becker County 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Council Meeting Dates: 
 September 8, 2020 
 October 13, 2020 
 November 10, 2020 
 December 8, 2020 
 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk adjourned 
the meeting at 6:50 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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