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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       June 9, 2020 
 
 The Special meeting of the City Council was called to order via a video 
conference system at 4:00 PM, July 1, 2020; all members of the City Council having 
been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie; City Attorney Charlie 
Ramstad; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Public 
Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts; Community Development 
Director Larry Remmen; Public Works Director Shawn King. 

 
            Aldermen: Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks-Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and 

Zeman 
 
 Absent: None 
  
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Walz under Minn. Stat. § Chapter 12 
– Emergency Management declared a peacetime emergency on March 13, 2020. The 
City has determined an in-person meeting was not practical or prudent because of the 
health pandemic. The City of Detroit Lakes Meeting was held via a videoconference call 
as outlined in Minn. Stat.§13D.021.  
      

Mayor Brenk read the rules for a public videoconference meeting and took roll 
call attendance.  All Council members present. 

 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm reminded the City Council and the Public that 

the meeting is being streamed to YouTube. 
 
City Engineer Jon Pratt presented three design concepts City staff and the “Street 

Scape Ad Hoc Committee” had received from Confluence Landscape Architect Firm for 
the Washington Avenue South Project.  Mr. Pratt noted these are concepts and nothing 
has been finalized.  Engineer Pratt has been in contact with Becker County Becker and 
they are onboard with the concepts.  Mayor Brenk then asked for questions.  After 
discussion it was consensus of the Council to have City staff start getting some 
preliminary costs associated with the concepts, noting time is a factor as this project will 
be starting yet this summer.  

 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm gave an update on the CARES Act Funding 

that is available to Counties and Cities.  Mr. Klemm noted the funds cannot be used to 
replace Revenue shortfalls.  City staff is complying all City expenses that qualify and will 
get them submitted before the November 15 deadline.  Mr. Klemm commented he is 
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working with City staff and other local leaders to determine if local businesses may 
qualify to access these funds.  More information to follow.  

 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm appeared before the Council and reviewed the 

June 29, 2020 memo that was sent out to the Council regarding City office options.  Mr. 
Klemm stated the purpose of the memo and discussion is to provide additional 
information to the Council and to determine if further analysis is warranted.  

 
April 2019 Council had approved a Facility Plan that identified the City Hall to be 
remodeled in 2021, with an estimated remodeling cost of $2,500,000 and an appraisal 
conducted in 2018 valued at roughly $1,357,000.  Also in 2019 the City was approached 
by a developer looking for commercial property.  After the developer reviewed several 
commercial locations in Detroit Lakes, his preferred location was the City Administration 
location.  Late 2019 and early 2020, other commercial properties became available in 
Detroit Lakes.  To further vet some of these commercial options, staff ask BKV Group 
Architectural Firm to update their cost estimates as it related to the remodeling of the 
current City Office, building new and other costs associated with the remodel of a 
different commercial properties.  BKV provided some new estimates which where 
significantly higher than previously proposed. 
 
Mr. Klemm stated if the City council wants to further explore options, more meetings 
will be needed to advance discussions on the potential sale and purchase of properties.  A 
request for proposal (RFP) would be recommended for the sale of the City office.   
 
Council discussions included construction and land costs, debt service, locations, joint 
facilities and Request for Proposal (RFP).  Mayor Brenk then thanked the Council and 
City staff for the discussion.  
 

A motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke 
approving the request from the Detroit Lakes Jaycees for a Special 3.2 liquor license on 
July 8, 2020.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion approved. 

  
There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk adjourned 
the meeting at 5:17 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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