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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       June 9, 2020 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order via a video 
conference system at 5:00 PM, June 9, 2020; all members of the City Council having 
been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie; City Attorney Charlie 
Ramstad; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Public 
Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts; Community Development 
Director Larry Remmen; Public Works Director Shawn King; Police 
Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr; and Fire Chief 
Ryan Swanson. 

 
            Aldermen: Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks-Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and 

Zeman 
 
 Absent: None 
  
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Walz under Minn. Stat. § Chapter 12 
– Emergency Management declared a peacetime emergency on March 13, 2020. The 
City has determined an in-person meeting was not practical or prudent because of the 
health pandemic. The City of Detroit Lakes Meeting was held via a videoconference call 
as outlined in Minn. Stat.§13D.021.  
      

Mayor Brenk read the rules for a public videoconference meeting and took roll 
call attendance.  All Council members present. 

 
There being one correction to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held May 12, 2020, change included Alderman Imholte’s remarks regarding Agenda 
ITEM 5E, and the Special City Council Meeting held May 27, 2020, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Zeman.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll 
call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would stand approved.   
 

Several residents from the “Village Park Place” neighborhood appeared before the 
Council and expressed concern with the unkept vacant lots in their neighborhood and 
asked what can be done about it.   
 
City Attorney Charlie Ramstad reviewed the nuisance ordinance, noting the City has to 
follow the existing abatement policy and procedures.  Public Works Director Shawn King 
will get in contact with the property owners and work with them on getting the weeds and 
grass mowed in a timely matter.   
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 Mayor Brenk introduced Tracee Bruggeman from Brady Martz Certified Public 
Accountants and Consultants, who reported on the audit of the 2019 Financial 
Statements.  She thanked the City of Detroit Lakes for hiring Brady Martz to do the 
financial audit.   Ms. Bruggeman reviewed the Independent Auditor’s Report. The City 
received an unmodified opinion which is the same opinion the City received in 2018.   
 
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the City of Detroit Lakes, as of December 31, 2019, and the changes 
in financial position and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances for the 
governmental funds. The General Fund balance increased $144,000, and ended the year 
with a fund balance of $5,426,000. 
 
Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position for the enterprise funds. 
The total enterprise funds net income before capital contributions and transfers was 
$15,469,000. 
 
Report on Minnesota Legal Compliance, and we noted no instances of noncompliance. 
 
Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other 
Matters, we reported a material weakness because the City’s internal control did not 
allow for management or employees to prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements of 
the financial statements on a timely basis, resulting in two entries that were made during 
audit. 
 
Report on Compliance for each major federal program and on internal control over 
compliance required by the Uniform Guidance.  We audited the Highway Planning and 
Construction program and the Capitalization Grants for Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds, and in our opinion, the City complied, in all material respects, with the 
compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on the programs. 
 
Pursuant to the recommendations of the Finance Committee a motion was made by 
Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman to accept and approve the audited 2019 
Financial Statement.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None; Alderman Imholte 
abstained.  Mayor Brenk declared the audited 2019 Financial Statement approved. 
 

Mayor Brenk introduced Terri Heaton with Baker Tilly, who reported on the 
proposed sale of the general obligation sales tax revenue bond series 2020A, in the 
aggregate principal amount of $6,245,000 for the Police Department Facility Bond.   
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced by 
Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, awarding the sale of the General Obligation 
Sales Tax Revenue Bond, Series 2020A; in the original aggregate principal amount of 
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$6,245,000, fixing its form and specifications; directing its execution and delivery, and 
providing for its payment to Midwest Bank rate of 1.5%.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor 
Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609H adopted. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke 
approving a Disbursement Agreement with Midwest Bank related to the 2020A Bonds   
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared the 
motion approved. 

 
Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 
matter of  a proposed vacation of a utility easement located at Lot 21 and Lot 22, Block 1, 
Long Bridge Heights Addition (1242 and 1246 Bayridge Drive). The Mayor called the 
hearing to order at 5:33 PM.  There being no questions or comments, the Mayor closed 
the hearing at 5:34 and reconvened the Regular Council meeting. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving a vacation of a 
utility easement located at Lot 21 and Lot 22, Block 1, Long Bridge Heights Addition 
(1242 and 1246 Bayridge Drive).  The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner.  
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared 
resolution 2020-0609B adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, the 

second reading and adoption of Ordinance 464 was introduced by Alderman Wenner, 
who moved its adoption, rezoning from “I-1” Light Industrial to “R-M” Multi Family 
Residential at 1473 Legion Road.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte.  
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared 
Ordinance 464 adopted.  

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the 
variance to allow construction of a storage shed in the front yard with a 5 foot side yard 
setback and a setback of 132 feet from the Ordinary high water Mark at 2214 Wilderness 
Trail.  Alderman Wenner clarified the front yard on this property is the property along the 
lake.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson.  Mayor Brenk then called for a 
roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609C adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving a 
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conditional use permit to allow a 9 unit storage unit condominium in a “B-3” Auto- 
Oriented Business District at 1854 Nodaway Drive.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Josephson.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Alderman Imholte 
abstained.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609D adopted. 

 
Public Works Director Shawn King gave a COVID-19 update.  
 
Alderman Imholte informed the Council a discussion took place regarding City 

Code 604 regarding to allow food trucks on City Property.  No action. 
 
Alderman Imholte gave a brief update on the Heartland Trail Project.  
 
City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the Council and presented the projected 

project cost, summary and assessment rate calculation for street scape design for the 
Washington Avenue South Project.  Mr. Pratt noted the projected costs are close to the 
original proposed amount.  Becker County has agreed to share in the streetscape expense 
of the project with $186,000 for the North Shore Roundabout.  
 
City staff and the “Streetscape Ad Hoc Committee” will work with a Landscape 
Architect Firm and bring concepts back to the Council for approval, noting this process 
will happen fast as this project is slated to begin construction yet this year.  

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption accepting the bids for Washington 
Avenue South Street and Utility Improvements, which includes the Northshore 
roundabout and award the contract to C&L excavating, Inc.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Boeke.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor 
Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609E adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption accepting the bids for Long 
Pine Estates Phase II Street and Utility Improvements and award the contract to Feldt 
Plumbing LP.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson.  Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609F 
adopted. 

 
A motion was made by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Boeke 

approving a construction contract to Feldt Plumbing for the Sanitary Sewer Relocation at 
1414 East Shore Drive.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion approved. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Bly to set a public hearing on July 14, 
2020 for the first reading of Ordinance 463 amending City Code Section 1001A.13 boat 
lifts and boat slips regulated.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  
Mayor Brenk declared the motion approved. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption authorizing a MNDOT 
contract to complete Phase I and Phase II archaeological investigations for the CSAH 22 
Improvements Project.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke.  Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609K 
adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Marks Erickson, who moved its adoption setting a public 
hearing on the improvements of concrete curb, gutter, approaches and sidewalks for 2020 
for July 14, 2020.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0609A 
adopted. 

 
City Engineer Jon Pratt gave his monthly project status report.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special 
event permit for the Wiseguyz Cruise Event to be held at the south end of the Liquor 
Store Parking Lot.   Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor 
Brenk declared motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special 
event permit for Holy Rosary Church Community Festival to be held on August 23, 2020.  
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared motion 
carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special 
event permit for Detroit Lakes Shrine Color Guard Septoberfest to be held on September 
12, 2020.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk 
declared motion carried. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve a transient 
merchant’s license for Parenteau’s OOF-DA-Tacos, Inc. August 4, 2020-Agusut 7, 2020.  
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None.  Mayor Brenk declared motion 
carried. 

 
Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie presented the Council with a department update and 

reviewed the financials. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson to approve the 2020-2021 
Detroit Mountain Recreation Budget.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; 
Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the 2019 American Legion 
Campground Annual Independents Accounts Report.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll 
call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the financial 
reports for May. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer 
Heidi Ostlie, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of 
$14,099,619.43 as of May 31, 2020, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Marks Erickson, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims 
paid by proper authorization covering the period of May 13, 2020, through June 9, 2020, 
in the amount of $5,414,802.44. Motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman. Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared 
Resolution 2020-0609I adopted. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, authorizing Finance Officer Heidi Ostlie to 
make electronic funds and wire transfers as necessary to conduct the City’s business. The 
motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote 
Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2020-0609G adopted. 

 
Police Chief Steve Todd presented a department update to the Council. 
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Fire Chief Ryan Swanson presented a department update to the Council. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Bly to set a public hearing for July 14, 
2020 to do the first reading of Ordinance 465 amending City Code Section 602 Massage 
Parlors.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr presented a Liquor Store update to the 

Council. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Josephson and seconded by Alderman Bly to approve a temporary 
expansion permit for the Detroit Lakes Eagles, 112 Holmes Street.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Josephson and seconded by Alderman Bly to approve a temporary 
expansion permit for the Main Street Cafe, 900 Washington Avenue.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Marks Erickson and seconded by Alderman Zeman to issue a 
temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license for the Detroit Lakes Shrine color Guard on 
September 12, 2020.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Zeman 

that the May Code Compliance Official’s Report, the May Variance/Conditional Use 
Permit Status Report, the May building permits in the amount of $7,079,185, the May 
Animal Control Report, the May Police Chief’s Report, the May Fire Chief’s Report, the 
May Parking Violations Monthly Report of $75, the April Becker County Court Report 
of $6,541.30, and the May Liquor Store Manager’s Report.  Mayor Brenk then called for 
a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner 
and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts presented a Department update 

to the Council.  
 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm presented the Council with a City 

Administration update. 
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Upon the recommendation of City Administrator Klemm, a motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke authorizing the approval of the 
Amended 2016 Improvements Grant.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; 
Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried 

 
Upon the recommendation of City Administrator Klemm, a motion was made by 

Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Zeman approving the following 
licenses: 

 
Plumbing Licenses: 

Reese Plumbing, Heating & AC LLC 
 Tobacco licenses: 
  7E MN 2, LLC (BP #7802)  
 
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the 
motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation from the Mayor, a resolution was introduced by 

Alderman Zeman who moved its adoption, extending the Declaration of Emergency 
through July 14, 2020. The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson. Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2020-0609J 
adopted.  

 
At the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman Marks 

Erickson to re-appoint Bruce Imholte to the Library Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None; Abstained 
Alderman Imholte. Mayor Brenk declared motion carried.   

 
At the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman Marks 

Erickson to re-appoint Linda Schell to the Library Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Josephson, Imholte, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor 
Brenk declared motion carried.   

 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 
 July 7, 2020 – DL Schools 
 October 6, 2020 – Becker County 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Council Meeting Dates 
 July 14, 2020 
 August 10, 2020 
 September 8, 2020 
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 October 13, 2020 
 November 10, 2020 
 December 8, 2020 
 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk adjourned 
the meeting at 6:40 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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