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        Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
        April 28, 2020 
 
 The Special Meeting of the City Council was called to order at 4:00 P.M., April 
28, 2020; all members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the 
business to be transacted.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Walz under Minn. Stat. § Chapter 12 – 
Emergency Management declared a peacetime emergency on March 13, 2020. The 
City has determined an in-person meeting is not practical or prudent because of the health 
pandemic. The City of Detroit Lakes Meetings was held via video conference call as 
outlined in Minn. Stat.§13D.021.  
 
 Present: Mayor Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; Finance Officers 

Pam Slifka and Heidi Ostlie; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; Community 
Development Director Larry Remmen; Public Works Director Shawn 
King; and City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; and Police Chief Steve 
Todd. 

 
            Aldermen: Boeke, Josephson, Marks-Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and 

Zeman 
 

 Absent: Alderman Bly and Imholte 
    
 Mayor Brenk opened the meeting noting the Special Council Meeting discussion 
and actions would be limited to the topics on the agenda.  
 
 Bruce Schwartzman from the BKV Group gave an overview of the scope of the 
project and the bid process for the new Police Station. 
 
Olaf Anderson had a base bid of $4,810,000 with alternates 2-7 the bid total is 
$5,091,245. 
 
Meinecke-Johnson had a base bid of $4,812,700 with alternates 2-7 the bid total is 
$5,035,700.  
 
The Project Committee had determined that alternates 2-7 were going to be accepted. 
 
References for both companies were conducted and both came back very reputable.  
 
The project costs including soft costs and contingencies is estimated to total at 
$6,364,946 which is $335,054 below the original estimate of $6,700,000. 
 
 City Attorney Charlie Ramstad spoke to the Council about the bid selection 
process and awarding of the contract. 
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 A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Boeke to 
accept the bids and award the project to Meinecke-Johnson. Mayor Brenk took a roll call 
vote, and with no dissenting votes, the motion was carried.  
 
Alderman Zeman thanked everyone who took time to bid the project and all the staff for 
the hours put in so far to help move this project forward. 

A motion was made by Alderman Sukke who moved to adopt a resolution 
appointing Heidi Ostlie as the new Finance Officer. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman, and after a roll call vote, carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk 
declared resolution 2020-0428B adopted. 
 

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman who moved to adopt a resolution stating 
the parameters for financing the new Police Station and creating a project Finance 
Committee of Mayor Brenk, City Administrator Kelcey Klemm, and Finance Officer 
Heidi Ostlie. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke, and after a roll call vote, 
carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0428A adopted. 
 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 4:29 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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