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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       April 14, 2020 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order via a video 
conference system at 5:00 PM, April 14, 2020; all members of the City Council having 
been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Finance Officer Pam Slifka; City Attorney Charlie 
Ramstad; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Public 
Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts; Community Development 
Director Larry Remmen; Public Works Director Shawn King; Police 
Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr; and Fire Chief 
Scott Flynn 

 
            Aldermen: Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks-Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, 

Wenner and Zeman 
 
 Absent: None 
  
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Walz under Minn. Stat. § Chapter 12 
– Emergency Management declared a peacetime emergency on March 13, 2020. The 
City has determined an in-person meeting was not practical or prudent because of the 
health pandemic. The City of Detroit Lakes Meetings was held via a videoconference call 
as outlined in Minn. Stat.§13D.021.  
      

Mayor Brenk read the rules for a public videoconference meeting and took roll 
call attendance.  All Council members present. 

 
The City Administrator Kelcey Klemm reminded the City Council and the Public 

that the meeting is being streamed to YouTube. 
 
There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held March 10, 2020, and the Emergency Meeting held March 18, 2020, a motion was 
made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke.  Mayor Brenk then called for 
a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would stand 
approved.   

 
Community Development Director Larry Remmen presented a department update 

to the Council. 
 
Public Works Director Shawn King presented a department update to the Council. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte to pay Feldt Plumbing the final payment for the West Randolph 
Road and Andrews Lift Station Project. The motion was seconded by Alderman Bly. 
Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption to approve the plans for 
Washington Avenue South and approve the advertisement for bids. 
 
Alderman Marks Erickson expressed concern with the “newness” of mini roundabouts 
and asked City staff to do some Community Service Announcements/signage on proper 
usage of roundabouts.   
 
Alderman Zeman expressed concern with speeds in roundabouts and asked for additional 
speed signs.   
 
 The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call 
vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner 
and Zeman. Nays; None. With no dissenting votes, Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 
2020-0414A adopted.  

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte to approve the amended Kris Street Railroad Crossing Maintenance 
Agreement. City Administrator Kelcey Klemm informed the Council due to different 
technologies now being used in railroad crossing the amendment will show an increase in 
fees of about $2K per year. The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner. Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
City Engineer Jon Pratt gave his monthly project status report.  
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, Alderman Sukke 

made a motion to accept the quotes for Lawn Services for the 2020-2023 mowing 
seasons, and award the contract to AccuCut Lawn Services for $673.50. The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, Alderman Sukke 

made a motion to accept the quotes for Fertilizer Services for 2020, and award the 
contract to AccuCut Lawn Services for $4,131.74. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
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Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, Alderman Sukke 

made a motion to accept the quotes for removal of diseased Elm and Oak Trees for 2020-
2021, and award the contract to Carr’s Tree Service for Tree Removal for $31.53 per 
inch, and complete stump grinding for $3.95 per inch. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, Alderman Sukke 

made a motion to accept the 2020 bituminous repair or construction to streets, alleys and 
parking areas according to the specifications as laid out by the City, and awarding the 
contract to Taves Construction, dba Driveway Services for $30,525.00. The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, 
Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. 
Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, Alderman Sukke 

made a motion to accept the 2020 concrete repair or construction of concrete curb and 
gutters, approaches and sidewalks according to the specifications as laid out by the City, 
and awarding the bid to Classic Concrete for $34,645.00. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, 
Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; 
None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

  
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve a Transient Merchant 
License for LaBarista dba Fork on the Road Food Truck allowing them to sell food 
products from a mobile food truck May 1, 2020 through October 1, 2020. Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion 
carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special events 
permit for Cruise DL Nights Classic Car show on June 10, July 8, August 12, and 
September 9, 2020 from 4:00PM to 8:30PM. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote 
Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 
 

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special 
events permit for Lakes Area Farmers Market to use Peoples Park for the 2020 Season 
every Tuesday & Saturday from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Anticipated start date is May 16 
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through late October (weather permitting).  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote 
Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and 
Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special events 
permit for DLCCC hold the Tough Laker on Sunday, June 28, 2020, 7:00 AM to 3:00 
PM.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special events 
permit for Holmes Theatre to hold Tuesdays in the Park at the Bandshell in City Park 
every Tuesday from June 2 – September 1, 2020 (In case of rain the event is in the 
Pavilion). Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the special events 
permit for Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce for a Special Event Permit to 
hold Art in the Park at the City Park on July 26, 2020 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk 
declared the motion carried. 

 
Finance Officer Pam Slifka presented the Council with a department update and 

reviewed the financials. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the financial reports for 
March. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor 
Brenk declared the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance 
Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of 
$13,607,040.47 as of March 31, 2020, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of March 11, 2020, through April 14, 2020, in 
the amount of $3,492,054.42. Motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman. Mayor Brenk 
then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 
2020-0414B adopted. 
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Police Chief Steve Todd presented a department update to the Council. 
 
Fire Chief Ryan Swanson presented a department update to the Council. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Marks-Erickson to approve the second 
reading and adoption of Ordinance 460, an ordinance amending the City of Detroit Lakes 
City Code Chapter 607.04 Tobacco definition for minors.  Mayor Brenk then called for a 
roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Ordinance 460 adopted.  

 
Mayor Brenk called for a Special City Council Meeting to be held on April 28, 

2020 at 4pm to approve and award the bid contract for the Police Department. The 
meeting will be held via videoconferencing system.  

 
Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr presented a Liquor Store update to the 

Council. 
 
Lengthy discussion took place regarding authorizing a refund of a portion of the 

intoxicating liquor license fee, due to the Covid-19 pandemic back to the City issued 
liquor holders.  

 
Alderman Josephson made a motion to refund one and a half months of the liquor license 
fees from the Liquor Store Fund. A motion to second was not made.  Alderman 
Josephson also commented City staff and Council could consider how the Covid-19 
pandemic affected the liquor business when setting the 2021 fees. 

 
Alderman Imholte commented he would like to see a refund of six months, but would 
compromise to 4 months.  
 
Alderman Zeman commented he understands liquor businesses have been impacted, but 
other businesses also have been impacted and feels funds from the Liquor Store should be 
put into the General Fund to use to pay for projects. 
 
Alderman Wenner commented he supports Alderman Imholte’s recommendation of four 
months.  
 
After further discussion a motion was made by Alderman Imholte, seconded by 
Alderman Sukke authorizing a refund of four (4) months of fees to on-sale intoxicating 
liquor license holders using Liquor Store funds. Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call 
vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner 
and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Sukke and seconded by Alderman Zeman to approve the issuance of a 
temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license for the Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 
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#2342 to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor outside of 113 Holmes Street in 
conjunction with the Street Faire, May 29-May 30, 2020. Mayor Brenk then called for a 
roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, 
Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman that the 

March Code Compliance Official’s Report, the March Variance/Conditional Use Permit 
Status Report, the March building permits in the amount of $2,008,130, the March 
Animal Control Report, the March Police Chief’s Report, the March Fire Chief’s Report, 
the March Parking Violations Monthly Report of $95, the February Becker County Court 
Report of $8,517.94, and the March Liquor Store Manager’s Report.  Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared the motion 
carried. 

 
Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts presented a Department update 

to the Council.  
 

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm presented the Council with a City 
Administration update. 

 
Upon the recommendation from the Mayor, a resolution was introduced by 

Alderman Zeman who moved its adoption, extending the Declaration of Emergency 
through May 12, 2020. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke. Mayor Brenk then 
called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks/Erickson, 
Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 
2020-0414C adopted.  

 
Mayor Brenk notified the Council that the Becker County Assessor has notified 

the City that the Board of Review for the 2019 Assessments will be held in the Becker 
County Courthouse on April 28, 2020, starting at 9:30 AM. (Administrative Code of the 
City Charter Section 7.05) Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, they are encouraging 
taxpayers that wish to appeal to do a written appeal to the Assessor’s Office instead of an 
in-person appeal at the meeting. Residents can mail their appeal to the Becker County 
Assessor’s Office or email it to lisa.will@co.becker.mn.us. These appeals will then be 
brought to the meeting to be acted upon. 

 
Mayor Brenk informed the Council he has received a resignation letter from 

Alderman Schurman due to his relocation outside of City limits effective April 30, 2020.   
 
A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Marks/Erickson to 
accept the resignation of Alderman Schurman and declare a vacancy in Ward II.  Mayor 
Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, 
Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None; Abstained; Schurman. Mayor 
Brenk declared the motion carried.  
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Mayor Brenk informed the Council of options available to fill the vacancy which also 
included an option to wait to fill the vacancy until the November 3, 2020 General 
Election when positions of the Council would normally be on the ballot.  
 
After discussions a motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman 
Imholte to not fill the vacancy in Ward II until the General Election to be held November 
3, 2020.  City Administrator Kelcey Klemm noted the Ward II open seat will be for two 
year term.  Mayor Brenk then called for a roll call vote Yays; Bly, Boeke, Imholte, 
Josephson, Marks/Erickson, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman. Nays; None; Abstained; 
Schurman. Mayor Brenk declared the motion carried.  

 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 
 July 7, 2020 – DL Schools 
 October 6, 2020 – Becker County 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Council Meeting Dates 
 May 12, 2020 
 June 9, 2020 
 July 14, 2020 
 August 10, 2020 
 September 8, 2020 
 October 13, 2020 
 November 10, 2020 
 December 8, 2020 
 
Mayor Brenk, Council and City staff thanked Alderman Schurman for his years of 
service as an Alderman for Ward II.     
 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk adjourned 
the meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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