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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       March 18, 2020 
 
 The Special Meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 4:00 P.M., March 18, 2020; all 
members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 
transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk Glori 

French; Finance Officer Pam Slifka; Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson; Public 
Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts; Community Development 
Director Larry Remmen; Public Works Director Shawn King; and City 
Attorneys Skoyles and Winters  

 
            Aldermen: Bly, Boeke, Josephson, Schurman, Sukke, Wenner and Zeman 

 
 Absent: Alderman Imholte and Marks Erickson  
    
 Mayor Brenk opened the meeting noting the Special Council Meeting discussion 
and actions would be limited to the topics on the agenda.  
 
Mayor Brenk asked City Administrator Kelcey Klemm to review the Proclamation and 
Declaration of Emergency and answer any questions the Council may have.  
 
Mr. Klemm reviewed the Proclamation and Declaration of Emergency noting on March 
13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared the COVID-19 outbreak into the United 
States constitutes a National Emergency.  Mr. Klemm also shared Governor Tim Walz 
also on March 13, 2020 declared a Peacetime State of Emergency to authorize all 
necessary resources to be used in support of the COVID-19 response.  
 
City Administrator Kelcey Klemm informed the Council the proposed Proclamation will 
grant the City Administrator and other City staff the opportunity to implement the City’s 
Infectious Disease Continuity of Operations Plan with the regards to the COVID-19 
outbreak.   
 
City Administrator Klemm also noted the proposed Proclamation will grant the City 
Administrator and other City staff the authority to request appropriate aid and resources 
from surrounding jurisdictions as needed.   
 
Mr. Klemm noted pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Section 13D.021, the Mayor has the 
authority as necessary to determine that in-person meetings of the City Council, Public 
Utilities Commission, Planning Commission and other advisory commissions of the City 
are not practical or prudent due to the COVID-19 health pandemic and the peacetime 
emergency declarations.  City staff will be looking into meeting options that will satisfy 
all necessary requirements and standards.    
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Mayor Brenk then asked for a motion for the approval and adoption of the Proclamation 
and Declaration of Emergency.  
 
Alderman Zeman asked City staff to share more timely with Council, all activities that 
are happening related to the COVID-19.  Alderman Josephson noted he would like to see 
City staff have more flexibility in decision making and relaying of information.  Mr. 
Klemm noted activities are changing rapidly and City staff will do everything possible to 
keep the Council informed.   
 
A motion was made by Alderman Zeman authorizing the adoption of the Emergency 
Declaration in regards to COVID-19 as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Josephson and carried without a dissenting vote.   
 
 Mayor Brenk asked Police Chief Steve Todd to share information on the 
Volunteer DL Program that is being rolled out to match up COVID 19 requests with 
volunteers. VolunterDL@cityofdetroitlakes.com or call 218-850-3314.  
 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 4:18 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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