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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       February 11, 2020 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, February 11, 2020; all 
members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 
transacted. 
 
 Present: Vice Mayor Ron Zeman; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City 

Clerk Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; Deputy Clerk 
Kari Tyson; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Public Utility General Manager 
Vernell Roberts; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store Manager 
Randy Buhr; Parks and Arena Supervisor Tom Gulon; and Utility 
Billing Manager Amy Olson 

 
            Aldermen: Bly, Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Schurman, Sukke, and Wenner and 

Zeman 
 
 Absent: Mayor Brenk and Alderman Marks Erickson 
       

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held January 14, 2020, and the City Council Workshop held January 27, 2020, a motion 
was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke, and carried, without a 
dissenting vote approving the minutes as presented.  Vice Mayor Zeman declared the 
minutes would stand approved.   
 

Karen Buboltz from M-State was present to give an update on M-State.  
 
 Jill Amundson from West Central Initiative and Vic Rosenthal from We Count 
MN were present to address the council about the upcoming 2020 Census. 
 

Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 
Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 
matter of Bristlin Subdivision Street and Utility Improvements. Vice Mayor Zeman 
called the hearing to order at 5:35 PM.   City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the 
Council and gave a presentation relative to the Project detailing the proposed 
improvements and costs.  There being no questions or comments, Vice Mayor Zeman 
closed the hearing at 5:45PM and reconvened the Regular Council meeting. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption contingent upon Plats being done, 
ordering the Project Improvements, and Authorizing Apex Engineering Group to prepare 
plans and specifications. The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 
without dissenting vote. Vice Mayor Zeman declared resolution 2020-0211A adopted. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the 
grant application made to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the Local 
Trail Connection Program (Highway 59 to Richwood Road). The motion was seconded 
by Alderman Sukke and carried without dissenting vote. Vice Mayor Zeman declared 
resolution 2020-0211B adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the 
grant application made to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the 
Outdoor Recreation Program for South Shore Park. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Josephson and carried without dissenting vote. Vice Mayor Zeman declared 
resolution 2020-0211C adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, the first 

reading of Ordinance 461 was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, 
amending the zoning ordinance relative to definitions related to garages and accessory 
structures as follows.  

 
Section 1:  Amendment 
 
Section 2 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Detroit Lakes is hereby amended. 
 
Section 2 Subd. 1. Accessory Structure or Facility) is hereby deleted in its entirety and 
replaced with the following:  
 

Any accessory use attached to or part of a principal residential dwelling shall not 
exceed 900 square feet or 35% of the total floor area of the entire structure, whichever is 
greater; up to a maximum of 1400 square feet.  
 
 Section 2 Subd. 83. (Floor Area) is amended to delete the following: 
 

The floor area of a residence shall include fifty (50) percent of the area of an attached 
garage and twenty-five (25) percent of an enclosed breezeway and porches, but shall not 
include basement area.  

 
Section 2 Subd. 85. (Garage Private) is deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows:  
 

Garage-Private. Any accessory building or accessory portion of the principal building 
which is intended for and used to store the private passenger vehicles of the family or 
families resident upon the premises, and in which no business, service, or industry is carried 
on. An attached garage cannot exceed 900 square feet or 35% of the total floor area of the 
entire structure, whichever is greater; up to a maximum of 1400 square feet.  
 
Section 2 Subd. 196. (Yard, Rear-Depth) is deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows:  

Yard, rear depth. The mean horizontal distance between the rear line of the building 
and the rear lot line. 
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Alderman Wenner stated that at the Community Development Committee it was decided 
to amend the ordinance as proposed from the 1400 square foot maximum to 1500 square 
foot maximum.  
 
The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte. 
 
Resident Dave Neisen made comments about the maximum square footage of the garage 
with concern to how many properties would become non-conforming if there was a 
square foot maximum of 1500 square feet.  
 
Alderman Schurman, Alderman Sukke, and Vice Mayor Zeman, as well as Alderman 
Josephson voiced concerns about limiting the maximum square footage. Alderman 
Imholte voiced his agreeance with the proposed maximum square footage to help 
preserve valuable land space within the city.  
 
Alderman Schurman made a motion to amend the proposed amended ordinance to 
exclude a 1500 square foot maximum and have the limitation be 35% of the total floor 
area of the entire structure. Alderman Sukke seconded the motion. The motion was 
carried with two dissenting votes. (Wenner and Imholte) 
 
The motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 461 as amended was carried with 
one dissenting vote. (Imholte) 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, the first 
reading of Ordinance 462 was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, 
amending the zoning ordinance relative to Section 18 the Shoreland Mitigation 
requirements for conforming riparian lots.  The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Sukke and carried without dissenting votes. Vice Mayor Zeman declared the first reading 
of Ordinance 462 approved. 

 
Alderman Imholte reported at the Public Works Committee meeting discussion 

was held in regard to amending Ordinance 1001A.04 Dock Definitions, Licenses, and 
Regulations. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, accepting a $12,000 grant for 
South Shore Park Playground Equipment from Minnesota Energy Resources.  The 
motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without dissenting vote. Vice 
Mayor Zeman declared resolution 2020-0211D adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, accepting the bids for the South Shore Park Shelter and awarding 
the project to Hammers Construction for $287,909. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Bly and carried without dissenting vote. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, authorizing the preparation of a Facility Plan for proposed Street 
and Utility Improvements to portions of Willow Street, Frazee Street, Holmes Street, and 
Alley. Schedule special council meeting for March 4, 2020 at 5pm. The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Bly and carried without dissenting vote. 

 
Consideration to authorizing the preparation of a Facility Plan for proposed Street 

and Utility Improvements to Linden Lane and Campbell Avenue, as well as, 
consideration to authorizing the preparation of a Facility Plan for proposed Street and 
Utility Improvements to West Lake Drive, From Co. Road 6 to the Pelican River were 
deferred. 
 

Vice Mayor Zeman scheduled an open house for Washington Avenue South to be 
held March 4th, 2020 at 5:30pm. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, supporting 2020 bonding 
request for the development of the Heartland Trail. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Boeke and carried without dissenting vote. Vice Mayor Zeman declared 
resolution 2020-0211E adopted. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Bly and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request from the Events Committee of the March for Jesus to have a parade 
on Washington Avenue and for use of the City Park on May 30, 2020 for their March for 
Jesus Event.  Alderman Imholte noted the March will start at Holy Rosary School and 
parking will still be allowed on Washington Avenue. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the request from Jamie Omberg & Steve Gunderson for their wedding on 
Thursday, June 11, 2020 on the beach in front of the Pavilion as long as they do not block 
access to the beach for the public. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the quote for the 2020-2023 solid waste removal according to the 
specifications as laid out by the City and awarding the contract to Steve’s Sanitation. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 
vote authorizing the request for quotes for the 2020 bituminous repair or construction to 
streets, alleys and parking areas according to the specifications as laid out by the City. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 
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vote authorizing the request for quotes for the 2020 concrete repair or construction of 
concrete curb and gutters, approaches and sidewalks according to the specifications as 
laid out by the City. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving requesting quotes for the 2020 diseased tree removal according to the 
specifications as laid out by the City. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the request from the Street Faire at the Lakes 2020 for Downtown Detroit 
Lakes on Thursday May 28-Saturday May 30, 2020 for the Street Faire. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the request from the Propel DL for use of Washington Ave and West 
Lake Drive on February 15, 2020 for their Frozen Fireworks display. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the request from the Noon Rotary for use of the City Park and Bandshell 
for listed Wednesday’s and Friday’s during the summer of 2020 for Wednesday’s Tunes 
and Fun and Food Truck Friday’s. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to accept the Detroit Lakes Community & Cultural Center Annual (DLCCC) Financial 
Statements and the Independent Accountant’s Audit Report for Year Ending August 31, 
2019. The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke, and carried without dissenting 
vote. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to accept the 2019-2020 DLCCC Budget and Fee Schedule. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Boeke, and carried without dissenting vote. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to accept the 2020 Budget and Fee Schedule for the Detroit Country Club. The motion 
was seconded by Alderman Boeke, and carried without dissenting vote. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee a conduit agreement and 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption approving the 
Issuance of Health Care Facilities Revenue Bonds by the Duluth Economic Development 
Authority to Refinance a Project at Essentia Health St. Mary’s. The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke, and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Vice Mayor Zeman declared Resolution 2020-0211F adopted. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 
to hire Shawn King as the Public Works Director. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Wenner, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to approve the compensation/classification plan. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to approve the AFSCME 3-Year Union Contract. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Sukke motioned 

to approve the MPEA 3-Year Union Contract. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Imholte 

motioned to authorize City Administrator Kelcey Klemm, Ron Zeman and Dan Wenner 
to attend the 2020 Legislative Conference for Cities, Wednesday, March 11, 2019 in St. 
Paul, MN. The motion for the approval was seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried 
without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Imholte 

motioned to authorize City Administrator Kelcey Klemm to attend the 2020 MCMA 
Spring Leadership Institute May 6-8, 2020 in Nisswa, MN. The motion for the approval 
was seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote 
that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Pamela 
Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $16,253,082.41 as of 
January 31, 2020, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of January 15, 2020, through February 11, 2020, 
in the amount of $6,380,634.38.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  Vice Mayor 
Zeman declared Resolution 2020-0211H adopted. 
 

Police Chief Steve Todd presented the 2019 Annual Police Report. 
 
Discussion was held regarding scheduling of a public hearing for the first reading 

of Ordinance 460 amending City Code 607 Cigarette Sales. The public hearing was set 
for Tuesday March 10, 2020 at 5PM. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee a motion was made by 
Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Bly and carried without a dissenting vote, 
approving the Fire Department to apply to the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
Program. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee a motion was made by 

Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote, 
approving the purchase of a new budgeted 2020 Dodge Durango Pursuit Squad Car. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee a motion was made by 

Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote, 
approving the purchase of a new budgeted Ford Interceptor Utility Squad Car. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Josephson, who moved its adoption, opposing the 
sale of beer, spirits, and wine in grocery and convenience stores.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried with one 
dissenting vote (Imholte).  Vice Mayor Zeman declared Resolution 2020-0211G adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Josephson, seconded by Alderman Bly and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving the second reading of Ordinance 459 an ordinance 
amending the City of Detroit Lakes City Code Chapter 702.04 Licensing Fees. Vice 
Mayor Zeman declared Ordinance 459 adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission Alderman Sukke 
motioned to approve the WAPA Administrative Service Agreement. The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote. 
 
  Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission Alderman Imholte 
motioned to the purchase of a new pickup truck. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Imholte to approve the rental licenses and 
plumbing licenses as presented by the City Clerk. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
Wenner and carried without dissenting vote.  Alderman Schurman abstained from the 
Rental Licenses vote.  
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, that the January Code Compliance Official’s Report, 
the January Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the January building permits 
in the amount of $264,040, the January Engineer’s Project Report, the January Animal 
Control Report, the 2019 Annual Animal Control Report, the January Police Chief’s 
Report, the January Fire Chief’s Report, the January Parking Violations Monthly Report 
of $135, the December Becker County Court Report of $4,340.86, and the January 
Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and placed on file. 
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Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Sukke, seconded by Alderman Bly and carried without a dissenting vote appointing Beth 
Pridday to the Park Board effective March 1, 2020 through February 28, 2023.   
 

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote 
appointing John Thorpe to the Park Board effective March 1, 2020 through February 28, 
2023.   

 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Sukke, seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried without a dissenting vote 
appointing Helen Foltz to the Public Utilities Commission replacing Gary Nansen 
effective March 1, 2020 through February 28, 2023.   

 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Sukke, seconded by Alderman Bly and carried without a dissenting vote appointing Dr. 
Eric Wilkens to the Tourism Bureau (Lodging) effective April 1, 2020 through March 31, 
2023.   

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote appointing 
Alderman Zeman, Alderman Josephson, Alderman Marks-Erickson, and Mayor Brenk to 
the Board of Equalization. The Becker County Assessor has notified the City that the 
Board of Review for the 2019 Assessments will be held in the Becker County Courthouse 
on April 28, 2020 with assessment starting at 9:30 AM.   

 
Vice Mayor Zeman and City staff thanked the Polarfest and Ice Harvest DL 

Committees for the hard work and successful 2020 events.    
 
Vice Mayor Zeman announced the Economic Development Summit will be held 

Friday, March 27, 2020, 8:00 AM - 11:30 AM at M State, 900 Hwy 34. 
 
Vice Mayor Zeman announced the 2020 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 
 April 7, 2020 – DL Chamber 
 July 7, 2020 – DL Schools 
 October 6, 2020 – Becker County 
 
Vice Mayor Zeman announced the 2020 Council Meeting Dates 
 March 10, 2020 
 April 14, 2020 
 May 12, 2020 
 June 9, 2020 
 July 14, 2020 
 August 10, 2020 
 September 8, 2020 
 October 13, 2020 



February 11, 2020 
  Page 9 

 November 10, 2020 
 January 8, 2020 
 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Vice Mayor Zeman 
adjourned the meeting at 6:55 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 
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