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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

       January 14, 2020 

 

 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 

Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, January 14, 2020; all 

members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 

transacted. 

 

 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; Deputy Clerk Kari 

Tyson; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Public Utility General Manager 

Vernell Roberts; Fire Chief Ryan Swanson; Assistant Fire Chief Jason 

Harrier; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store Manager Randy 

Buhr; Community Development Director Larry Remmen; Public 

Works Director Bradley Green; Parks and Arena Supervisor Tom 

Gulon; and Utility Billing Manager Amy Olson 

 

            Aldermen: Bly, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, and 

Wenner and Zeman 

 

 Absent: Boeke 

       

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held December 10, 2019, and the Annual City Council Meeting held January 7, 2020, a 

motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried, 

without a dissenting vote approving the minutes as presented.  Mayor Brenk declared the 

minutes would stand approved.   

 

       Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the Council, 

at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the matter of 

Street and Drainage Improvements for Washington Avenue South. The Mayor called the 

hearing to order at 5:04 PM.   City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the Council and 

gave a presentation relative to the Project detailing the proposed improvements and costs.  

Mr. Pratt noted Washington Avenue South is a Becker County Road, so this will be a 

cooperative project between the City and Becker County.  There being no questions or 

comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 5:33 and reconvened the Regular Council 

meeting. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, accepting the amended Preliminary 

Engineers Report for South Washington Avenue, Ordering the Project Improvements, 

and Authorizing Apex Engineering Group to prepare plans and specifications. The 

motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without dissenting vote. Mayor 

Brenk declared resolution 2020-0114B adopted. 
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Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on 

amending the Liquor Ordinance.  The Mayor called the hearing to order at 6:40 PM.   

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm appeared before the Council and gave a background 

on the proposed amendment.  Noting this change will allow a prorated fee by the number 

of months remaining in the calendar year from the first day of the month in which the 

license could be issued to the last day of  December in that calendar year.  The 

investigation fee shall not be prorated and no license fee shall be refunded if the license is 

issued.  There being no further questions or comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 

6:42 and reconvened the Regular Council meeting. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, the first reading of 

Ordinance 459 was introduced by Alderman Josephson, who moved its adoption, 

amending the City Code Chapter 702.04 Licensing Fees.  The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Bly and carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the first 

reading of Ordinance 459 of the City of Detroit Lakes Code Chapter 7002.04 Licensing 

Fees approved. 

 

Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 

granting of an on-sale intoxicating liquor license and Sunday liquor license to Hanson 

Properties of Lakeside, LLC located at 200 West Lake Drive, for the period of February 

1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.  The Mayor called the hearing to order at 5:35 PM.  

There being no questions or comments, the Mayor closed the hearing at 5:36 and 

reconvened the Regular Council meeting. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Josephson authorizing an on-sale intoxicating liquor license and Sunday 

liquor license to Hanson Properties of Lakeside, LLC, for the period of February 1, 2020 

through December 31, 2020. The motion was seconded by Alderman Schurman and 

carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the license approved. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, the 

second reading and adoption of Ordinance 458 was introduced by Alderman Wenner, 

who moved its adoption, 37.25 acre tract of land in Detroit Township and zoning the tract 

“R-M” Multi-Family Residence District at 19108 County Road 131 (Robert Bristlin and 

Rolland Amundson).   Alderman Marks Erickson commented she would like to see this 

request be zoned as a single family residence district, and rezoned to multifamily as 

needed.   Alderman Zeman commented he would like to see it zoned as a single family 

residence district, since so many multifamily residential districts have been approved on 

the North side of town already.   The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and 

carried with two dissenting votes (Zeman and Marks Erickson). Mayor Brenk declared 

the second reading of Ordinance 458 approved and adopted. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte, approving the Temporary Construction Easement Agreement for 

filling of the Wastewater Treatment Ponds. The motion was seconded by Alderman 

Wenner and carried without dissenting vote. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, approving the Preliminary 

Engineers Report for the Bristlin Subdivision Street and Utility Improvements and setting 

a public hearing for February 11, 2020. The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner 

and carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 2020-0114C 

adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, motion was made by 

Alderman Imholte, approving the final payment for Sellin Brothers, Inc for the Long 

Lake Annexation-Phase 4 in the amount of $52,733.74. The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Bly and carried without dissenting vote.  

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Imholte approving the solicitation for bids for the South Shore Park, Park 

Shelter. The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without dissenting 

vote.  

 

 Discussion was held on the March for Jesus special event request be deferred until 

the February meeting, due to this request being the same weekend as the approved 2020 

Street Faire with concerns regarding more street closures.    

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Imholte authorizing the approval for the City of Detroit Lakes to 

apply to be a Bike Friendly America Community. The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Bly and carried without dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared resolution 

2020-0114D adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a memo was 

introduced by Alderman Zeman to approve the purchase of a Case 821 Wheel Loader 

from Titan Machinery for $240,996. The motion for the approval of the purchase was 

seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a dissenting 

vote approving the request from the Events Committee of the Carpenters Classic Disc 

Golf Tournament for use of the City Park on April 25th, 2020 for their Disc Golf 

Tournament. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Zeman motioned 

to approve the Concession Lease Agreement with the City of Detroit Lakes and the 
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Detroit County Club. The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried 

without dissenting vote. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption to approve miscellaneous purchases from 

Swanson Repair Incorporated for 2020. The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 

seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 

declared Resolution 2020-0114A adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Zeman motioned 

to authorize City Clerk Glori French to attend the 2020 MCFOA Annual Conference, 

March 16-19, 2020 in St. Cloud, MN.  The motion for the approval of the request was 

seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Alderman Zeman motioned 

to authorize Deputy Clerk Kari Tyson to attend the 2020 Minnesota Municipal Clerks 

Institute May 4-8, 2020 in St. Cloud MN. The motion for the approval of the requst was 

seconded by Alderman Wenner, and carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a dissenting vote 

that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Pamela 

Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $14,796,788.34 as of 

December 31, 2019, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 

           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 

proper authorization covering the period of December 11, 2019, through January 14, 

2020, in the amount of $5,879,919.28.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 

seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 

declared Resolution 2020-0114G adopted. 

 

 Discussion was held regarding the proposed Tobacco Ordinance amendments to 

comply with federal regulations. A public hearing will be held March 10, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, accepting a donation of 

$5,000.00 for Fire Department Equipment from Turn in Poachers.  The motion for the 

adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks-Erickson and carried 

without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2020-0114E adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving a Permit to Consume to Rhino’s Hockey for their 

Hockey Tournament at the Kent Freeman Arena Friday, Saturday, and Sunday February 

28, 2020 through March 1, 2020 in designated area only. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving a Gambling Application submitted by Detroit Lakes 

Youth Hockey Association to conduct gambling at Lakeside Tavern, 200 W Lake Drive, 

in 2020. 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Turn in 

Poachers to conduct a raffle at the Boy’s & Girl’s Club, 150 Richwood Rd, on January 

11, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Lakes Area 

Imagination Library to conduct a raffle at the Shorewood Pub, 1743 Long Bridge Rd, on 

February 7, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Detroit 

Lakes Breakfast Rotary Club to conduct a raffle at the Holiday Inn, 1155 Hwy 10 E, on 

February 8, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Detroit 

Lakes Fire Department Relief Association to conduct a raffle at the Detroit Lakes 

Armory, 1220 Rossman Avenue, on March 21, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Detroit 

Lakes Youth Wrestling Organization to conduct a raffle at the Holiday Inn, 1155 Hwy 10 

E, on April 25, 2020. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the Gambling Application submitted by Whitetails 

Unlimited Detroit Lakes Chapter to conduct a raffle at the Holiday Inn, 1155 Hwy 10 E, 

on May 2, 2020. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission Alderman Sukke 

motioned to approve the IBEW Union 3-Year Contract. The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Marks-Erickson and carried without dissenting vote. 



January 14, 2020 

  Page 6 

 

 

 Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts gave an update on the E2Q 

construction.  

 

Upon the recommendation of City Administrator Kelcey Klemm, motion was 

made by Alderman Zeman, who moved to accept the resignation of Public Works 

Director Brad Green. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without 

a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk announced Brad’s retirement party will be held February 

7, 2020 from 1pm to 3pm in the Council Chambers with a program at 1:30pm.  

 

Upon the recommendation of City Administrator Kelcey Klemm, a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Sukke, authorizing to execute the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation Grant Agreement. The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks-

Erickson and carried without dissenting vote. The Mayor declared Resolution 2020-

0114E adopted. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman and seconded by Alderman Wenner 

without dissenting vote to approve the following business licenses on file with the City 

Clerk: Plumbing, Tobacco, Solid Waste, and Rental. 

 

 A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 

carried, without a dissenting vote, that the December Code Compliance Official’s Report, 

the December Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the December building 

permits in the amount of $473,615, the 2019 Annual Building Report, the 2019 

Community Development Department Annual Report, the December Engineer’s Project 

Report, the December Animal Control Report, the 2019 Annual Animal Control Report, 

the 2019 Public Works Directors Annual Report, the December Police Chief’s Report, 

the 2019 Police Department Report, the 2019 Fire Department Annual Report, the 

December Fire Chief’s Report, the December Parking Violations Monthly Report of 

$230, the November Becker County Court Report of $2,041.57, and the December 

Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and placed on file. 

 

 Fire Chief Ryan Swanson introduced Assistant Fire Chief Jason Harrier and 

Deputy Fire Chief Mason Pender.  City Council and City staff thanked all the volunteers 

of the fire department for the great dedication and commitments they make serving on the 

force.      

 

Fire Chief Ryan Swanson appeared before the Council and gave a public service 

announcement asking to have the fire hydrants cleared of snow.  Chief Swanson also 

noted the Fire Department is always looking for more volunteers to join the force.   

 

Alderman Zeman, who is also the Chairman of the Housing Authority informed 

the Council the Housing Authority has received a couple of Grants that will help with 

updating some of the apartment buildings.  Mr. Zeman also invited the City Council and 

City staff to attend the Housing Authority Open house that will take place on Monday 

February 10, 2020 from 1:00-3:300 PM.  
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Mayor Brenk presented the State of the City Address. 

 

Appointing to the Park Board, Public Utilities Commission, Board of 

Equalization, and the Tourism Bureau was deferred until February.  

 

Mayor Brenk announced the City of Detroit Lakes will host the next joint 

governance meeting on January 21, 2020 at 7:00 AM in Council Chambers. 

 

 2020 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 

 April 7, 2020 – DL Chamber 

 July 7, 2020 – DL Schools 

 October 6, 2020 – Becker County 

 

Mayor Brenk announced the 2020 Council Meeting Dates 

 February 11, 2020 

 March 10, 2020 

 April 14, 2020 

 May 12, 2020 

 June 9, 2020 

 July 14, 2020 

 August 10, 2020 

 September 8, 2020 

 October 13, 2020 

 November 10, 2020 

 December 8, 2020 

 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk adjourned 

the meeting at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Glori French, City Clerk 


