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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       December 11, 2018 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, December 11, 2018; all 
members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 
transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; 
Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Police Chief Steven Todd; Community 
Development Director Larry Remmen and Public Works Director 
Bradley Green  

 
            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss, 

Wenner, and Zeman 
 
 Absent: none 
    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held November 13, 2018 and the Special City Council Meeting held November 29, 2018, 
a motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried, 
without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would stand approved.   
 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a public 
hearing on January 8, 2019 at 5:00 PM for the proposed vacation of public road right of 
way at 520-544 South Shore Drive (Holcomb Beach and Holcomb Beach 1st Addition).  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and 
carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-1211 adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a public 
hearing on January 8, 2019 at 5:00 PM for the proposed vacation of the dedicated public 
roads Section 28 – 32 – 33, Range 41 West, Township 139 North.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-1211A adopted. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a public 
hearing on January 8, 2019 at 5:00 PM for the proposed vacation of the dedicated public 
road State Street East of West Avenue (Adjacent to 623 West Avenue and 701 West 
Avenue).  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-
1211B adopted. 
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 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting a public 
hearing on January 8, 2019 at 5:00 PM for the proposed vacation of the dedicated public 
road Front Street East of West Avenue (Adjacent to 723 West Avenue and 801 West 
Avenue).  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman 
Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-
1211C adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption approving an 
amended conditional use permit to allow construction of a 401 square foot addition to the 
dining room at Lincoln Park with a 20 foot setback as part of the medical campus at 208 
Oak Street (St. Mary’s Regional Health Center). The motion for the adoption of the 
resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote.  
Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-1211D adopted. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption approving the 
final plat of Highland Estates at 1335 Highland Drive (Bob Spilman).  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried, 
without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-1211E adopted. 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the Community 
Development Committee, a motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing the first 
reading of Ordinance 435 amending Section 3 of the zoning ordinance relative to 
required screening of buildings in commercial districts in the Shoreland District. The 
motion was seconded by Marks Erickson and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the Community 
Development Committee, a motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing the 
second reading and adoption of Ordinance 434 for the annexation of a 60.3 tract of land 
at County Highway 21 – Cleveland Farm/Adkins Equipment (Parcel #’s: 08-0391-000, 
08-0394-000, 08-0393-000, 08-0390-000, and the Easterly ½ of County Highway 21) and 
zoning the tract “I-1” Light Industrial. The motion was seconded by Boeke and carried 
without a dissenting vote. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of November 2018 in the 
estimated construction value of $1,775,601.00 to be issued pursuant to their applications 
accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 
having been recommended by the Building Official. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption supporting the TAP Grant 
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Application for the Mountain Link Trail Project – Phase III and providing 50% of the 
required match.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 
Resolution 2018-1211F adopted. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by Ice Harvest - DL for a Special Event Permit for an Ice 
Harvest to include Ice throne and furniture, Ice and Snow Sculptures, Snow slide and 
play area on the beach near the Pavilion and in the City Park January 4, 2019 – February 
20, 2019. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by the Boys & Girls Club of Detroit Lakes for a Special 
Event Permit to hold the Polar Fest Plunge and closing West Lake Drive from Lake 
Avenue to Minnesota Avenue on February 16, 2019 from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendations of the Public Works Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 
vote approving the final payment to Central Specialties in the amount of $34,998.08 for 
the Lakes Forest 7th Addition. 
 
 Public Works Director Brad Green announced Bryan Sandberg, Street and Park 
Maintenance II, will be retiring on January 11, 2019 after 30 years of service with the 
City. 

 
Alderman Wenner informed the Council the Finance Committee had a discussion 

regarding the Kent Freeman Arena Lease Agreements for 2019-2021.  No action taken. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to not waive the monetary limits on 
Municipal Tort Liability for 2019.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared the Resolution 2018-1211I adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, designating the depositories for City Funds 
for the Year 2019.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the 
Resolution 2018-1211J adopted. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote to accept $445.72 from West Central Initiative/Hildred 
Shelland Long Trust for beautification purposes. 
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 A motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, 
submitted by Finance Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be 
in the amount of $16,676,833.16 as of November 30, 2018 be accepted, approved and 
placed on file. 
 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of November 14, 2018 through December 11, 
2018, in the amount of $4,640,502.49 the motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  The Mayor declared 
Resolution 2018-1211K adopted. 
 

Alderman Marks Erickson reminded the Council several discussions have taken 
place at the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee Meetings over the last year and 
half regarding possible amendments to sections 702 and 704 of the City Code.   
Alderman Marks Erickson then called upon City Attorney Charlie Ramstad to present the 
Council with background information on the proposed amendments to the City’s Liquor 
Ordinances 702 (Liquor and Wine Licensing) and 704 (Consumption and Possession of 
Liquor and Beer).  No action taken.      

 
Alderman Marks Erickson informed the Council the Liquor/Gambling Control 

Committee had a discussion regarding proposed amendments to the City’s Noise 
Ordinance 505.  No action taken. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving a sponsorship of $500 to the Detroit Lakes Area 
Chapter of Let’s Go Fishing Program.  (Funds to be used from the Liquor Fund.)  
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license for 
Holiday Inn (Right Choice Lodging LLC) to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor for 
the following events at the DLCCC/Holmes Theater pursuant to their application and 
fees: 
  December 8, 2018 – Essentia Health 
  December 20, 2018 – MMCDC  
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Marshmallow 
Foundation to conduct a raffle at Lucky Dog Boarding & Training, 1478 Mallard Street 
on January 4, 2019. 
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 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Boys & Girls Club 
of Detroit Lakes to conduct a raffle at the Lakeside Tavern, 200 West Lake Drive on 
February 16, 2019. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by Detroit Lakes Strikers 
Soccer to conduct a raffle, paddlewheels, pull-tabs, tipboards, and bingo at the 
DLCCC/Holmes Theater, 826 Summit Avenue on September 14, 2019. 
 

A motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, that the November Code Compliance Official’s Report, 
the November Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the November City 
Engineer’s Report, the November Animal Control Report, the November Police Chief’s 
Report, the November Fire Chief’s Report, the October Becker County Court Report of 
$4080.96, and the November Liquor Store Manager’s Report be approved and placed on 
file. 

 
 Mayor Brenk introduced a resolution designating the official newspapers for 
2019, and setting a publication date Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes.  Alderman Boeke 
moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 2018-1211L adopted. 

 
 

 Mayor Brenk introduced a resolution designating polling locations for any 
election in 2019 as follows: 
 

First Ward – Precinct I Grace Lutheran Church 
213 Roosevelt Avenue 

 
Second Ward – Precinct I Trinity Lutheran Church 

1401 Madison Avenue 
 

Third Ward – Precinct I  First Lutheran Church 
     912 Lake Avenue  

 
Alderman Boeke moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-1211M 
adopted. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Boeke, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses for the period of 
January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019  
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Plumbing Licenses: 
Air Mechanical 
Laney’s Mechanical 
Northern Plains Mechanical 
Prime Plumbing, LLC 
Sonnenberg Plumbing & Heating 
 
Tobacco License: 
Casey’s General Store #2219 
Casey’s General Store #3656 
DL Tobacco 
Food-N-Fuel 
Holiday Stationstores, Inc. 
Mellow Moods 
Masterpiece Vapors 
Miller & Holmes, Inc. 
Walmart Supercenter #2957 
Zorbaz of Detroit Lakes 
 
Solid Waste License: 
Hough Inc. 
Landmark Drainage 
Waste Management 
Wilke Enterprises dba DL Disposal 
 
On-Sale Intoxicating & Sunday Liquor License: 
Brygge Taps & Taste   El Loro    
Holiday Inn    Hub 41 
Lakeside Tavern    Northside Bar & Café  
Roasted, LLC    Shorewood Pub   
Sandbar II     Spit Fire   
Voyageur Lanes    Long Bridge Bar & Grill  
The Fireside    The Lodge on Lake Detroit  
Don Pablos    Zorbaz on the Beach  
LaBarista 
 
On-Sale Wine Licenses/Strong Beer & On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor: 
Chinese Dragon  
 
Club On-Sale & Sunday Liquor License: 
American Legion - John Bridges Post 15  
 
Club On-Sale Liquor License: 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles #2342  
VFW - Jess Omundson Post #1676  
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Off-Sale Brew Pub License: 
Lakeside Tavern 
 
Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License: 
Casey’s General Store #2219 
Casey’s General Store #3656    
Food-N-Fuel 
Holiday Stationstores, Inc. 
Northside Bar & Café 
Walmart Supercenter #2957 

  
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Sukke, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Holly Heisserer to the Library Board.  This will be Ms. Heisserer’s third 3-
year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Zeman, seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried, without a dissenting vote, 
appointing John Thorpe to the Planning Commission effective January 1, 2019.  This will 
be Mr. Thorpe’s first 3-year term and will fill the seat vacated by Susan Bjorkland. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Madalyn Sukke to the Public Utilities Commission.  This will be Ms. Sukke’s 
first 3-year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote, appointing 
Rhonda Fode to the Detroit County Club Board effective January 1, 2019.   This will be 
Ms. Fode’s first 3-year term and will fill the seat vacated by Brooks Larson. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote, appointing 
Mary Haney to the HRA Board effective January 1, 2019.  This will be Ms. Haney’s first 
5-year term and will fill the seat vacated by Joyce Duffney. 
 
 Mayor Brenk announced the Canadian Pacific Holiday Train is scheduled to 
arrive in Detroit Lakes on Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 2:30 PM.  
 
 Mayor Brenk announced The City of Detroit Lakes will host the next joint 
governance meeting on January 22, 2019 at 7:00 AM in Council Chambers. 

 
 2019 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 
 April 3, 2019 – Chamber 
 July 3, 2019 – DL Schools 
 October 2, 2019 - County 
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 Mayor Brenk announced the 2019 Council Meeting Dates 

 January 8, 2019 – Annual Meeting & Regular Meeting 
 February 12, 2019 
 March 12, 2019 
 April 9, 2019 
 May 14, 2019 
 June 11, 2019 
 July 9, 2019 
 August 13, 2019 
 September 10, 2019 
 October 8, 2019 
 November 12, 2019 
 December 10, 2019 

 
 Mayor Brenk called a short recess at 5:50.  The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 
6:00 PM.    
 

At 6:01 PM, Finance Officer Pamela Slifka summarized the proposed 2019 tax 
levy and City budget.  Slifka informed the Council and audience the property tax levy for 
2018, collectible in 2019, is $5,498,426 an increase of $384,417 from 2018 or a 7.52% 
increase.   

 
Finance Officer Pamela Slifka then reviewed the City’s 2019 Budget of $29,825,496 
advising the operating budget had increased from 2018 noting the increase was attributed 
to an increase in health insurance costs of 6%, decrease in Local Government Aid 
payment of $69,000, increase in one full-time police officer, increase in Capital Funds 
Airport Expansion Project and Police Equipment, increase in Capital Reserve for a new 
Public Works Facility and an increase for Debt Service on Special Assessment Bonds. 

 
Slifka noted that if your property value stayed the same the levy amount would result in 
an increase of .06% in your taxes approximately $0.31 on a $140,000 home and an 
increase of $5.58 on a $500,000 commercial business.  Slifka highlighted the City 
services and amenities that citizens receive for their tax dollars.  Slifka further highlighted 
what the monthly tax cost on a $140,000 home would be, noting for police services cost 
is $7.65, street maintenance $6.22, library $2.14, snow removal $1.40 and fire services 
$.79 per month.   

 
The Mayor then called for questions or comments.   There being none and upon the 
recommendation of the Budget Committee, a resolution was introduced by Alderman 
Wenner, who moved its adoption approving the final budget for the calendar year 2019 
and approving the final 2018 tax levy, collectible in 2019 in the following amounts:   
  
BE IT RESOLVED By the Council of the City of Detroit Lakes, County of Becker, State 
of Minnesota, that the annual budget of the City of Detroit Lakes for the calendar year 
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2019, which has been submitted by the City Administrator and modified and approved by 
the Board of Tax Levy and the City Council, is hereby adopted as follows: 
 

General Fund                $  6,419,737 
Special Revenue Funds   $10,185,293 
Debt Service Funds           559,926 
Special Assessment Funds       5,974,093 
        Sub Total     $23,139,049 
Liquor Store         6,686,447 
Total Budget                $ 29,825,496 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in addition to the sources of income available to the 
City, the following sums of money are to be levied for the current year, collectible in 
2019 upon the taxable property in said City of Detroit Lakes, for the following purpose:   
 

General Fund   $3,239,181 
Library Fund         295,000 
Airport Fund        132,500 
Development Authority Fund        69,600 
Equipment Fund       667,145 
Permanent Improvement Fund 1,060,000 

   1999 Fire Hall Bonds         35,000 
Total     $5,498,426 

  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Zeman and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  The Mayor declared the Resolution 2018-1211G 
adopted.  
 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 6:28 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 


