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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       September 11, 2018 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, September 13, 2018; all 
members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 
transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; 
Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store 
Manager Randy Buhr; Public Utilities General Manger Vernell 
Roberts; Community Development Director Larry Remmen and Public 
Works Director Bradley Green  

 
            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss, 

Wenner and Zeman 
 

 Absent: None 
       

Mayor Brenk asked all present to join him in a moment of silence in remembrance 
of all those affected by the events of September 11, 2001. 

 
Mayor Brenk invited all present to join him in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held August 13, 2018 and the 2019 Budget Meetings, a motion was made by Alderman 
Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor 
Brenk declared the minutes would stand approved.   

 
Alderman Wenner requested that Item 7E - Consideration to approving the 2018 

funding request from Pelican River Watershed District in the amount of $25,000 to help 
offset the cost of herbicide treatments and the on-going study for aquatic invasive species 
of flowering rush paid from the Food and Beverage tax fund be removed from the 
consent agenda. 

 
 Pursuant to notice having been mailed to Sheilla Anderson, 215 Central Street 
East, Detroit Lakes, MN, a hearing would be held to receive public comment for the 
consideration to the issuance of an abatement of nuisance at 215 Central Street East,   
Mayor Brenk called the Hearing to order at 5:03 PM.  
 
Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath appeared before the Council and presented the 
findings of the nuisance inspection and recommended the abatement of 215 Central Street 
East.  
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There being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:04 PM and 
reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 
without a dissenting vote declaring the property at 215 Central Street East a nuisance for 
the following reason(s):  vehicles, camper/RV, snowmobiles, trailers parked on the grass, 
and other miscellaneous items; ordering the nuisance to be abated immediately and 
assessing the costs of the abatement to the property as a service fee.  

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the Community 
Development Committee, a resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved 
its adoption, approving the final plat of Coen Acres (20306 County Hwy 131, PID 08-
0178-000).  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman 
Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-
0911B adopted. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, to approve 
decertifying tax increment financing District 18-1 (Consolidated Abstract).  The motion 
for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0911C adopted. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, to approve 
decertifying tax increment financing District 21-1 (Grover Lindberg).  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried 
without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0911D adopted. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman approving a professional services proposal from 
Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) in the amount of $8200 to provide MS4 Re-
Authorization.  Community Development Director Larry Remmen informed the Council 
the City need to re-authorize the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the 
MS4 Program every five years.  Remmen stated the SWPPP also needs to be revised to 
include a section on Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for phosphorus load in Lake 
St. Clair. The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried without a 
dissenting vote. 
 
 Alderman Zeman informed the Council the Community Development Committee 
had a discussion regarding Vacation Rental by Owners (VRBO).  City Staff will prepare 
recommendation for best practices to regulate VRBOs.  No action taken.   
 
 Alderman Zeman informed the Council the Community Development Committee 
had a discussion regarding Annexation by Ordinance of Properties 100% Surrounded by 
the City.  Community Development Director Larry Remmen updated the Council on the 
properties affected.  Cleveland Farms and Atkins Equipment are 100% surrounded by the 
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City and will be annexed after the November 2018 Election.  Remmen stated Willow 
Springs is also 100% surrounded by the City and is scheduled to be annexed in 2020.   
 
 Alderman Zeman informed the Council the Community Development Committee 
had a discussion regarding the City’s Right of Way Ordinance.  City Staff will prepare a 
recommendation to update the Ordinance.  No action taken.   
 
 Alderman Zeman informed the Council the Community Development Committee 
had a discussion regarding the City’s Landscape Ordinance.  City Staff will prepare a 
recommendation to update the Ordinance.  No action taken.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 

was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a 
dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of August 2018 in the estimated 
construction value of $20,116,865 to be issued pursuant to their applications 
accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 
having been recommended by the Building Official and approved by the Community 
Development Committee.  

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council there will be a public informational 

meeting regarding the West Lake Drive (CSAH 6 to Pelican River) project sometime in 
mid-October. 

 
       Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, to adopt a Sidewalk 
Inspection and Maintenance Policy.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared Resolution 2018-0911E adopted. 
 
         Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, authorizing a preliminary 
engineering report for future development of streets and utilities to land on Long Lake 
Road adjacent to St. Clair Lake owned by Becker Development, LLC (John Bergquist).  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0911F 
adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the request submitted by Holy Rosary School to hold the School 
Marathon and close various streets October 7, 2018 from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote setting a Special Council Meeting on September 20, 2018 at 4:00 PM to award a bid 
for the DMRA parking lot improvement project. 
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 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote authorizing the submission of a grant application to the Conservation Partners 
Legacy Grant Program for $50,000 for the Sucker Creek Preserve. 
 
 Alderman Wenner informed the Council Mary Haney with the Detroit Lakes 
Public Library appeared before the Finance Committee and provided an update on the 
activities and services the Library has available.  Mayor Brenk noted Ms. Haney will be 
retiring in January 2019.  No action taken. 
 
 Alderman Wenner informed the Council the Finance Committee had a brief 
discussion regarding the City’s Special Assessment Policy relative to Stormwater 
Infrastructure.  No action taken. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried, without a dissenting 
vote, approving the 2019 rates for the American Legion Campground.  Smaller and older 
lots seasonal rate $2500; larger and newer lots seasonal rate $2900; daily rates for 
water/electric rate $38; daily rates for full hookup $43.  American Legion Campground 
Manager Dean Miller noted this is approximately a 5% increase, which according to the 
Minnesota Resort and Campground Association is the average increase for 2019 and the 
rate include TV and WiFi access at all sites.  
 

Upon the recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee, a resolution 
was introduced by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the 
preliminary annual budget of the City of Detroit Lakes for the calendar year 2019, which 
has been submitted by the City Administrator and modified and approved by the Board of 
Tax Levy and the City Council, is hereby adopted as follows: 

 
Fund    Budget Amount 
General Fund                $  6,469,737 
Special Revenue Funds   $10,141,024 
Debt Service Funds           559,926 
Special Assessment Funds       5,974,093 
Total Budget                 $23,144,780 
 

the following sums of money are to be levied for the current year, collectible in 2019 
upon the taxable property in said City of Detroit Lakes, for the following purpose: 
 

General Fund   $3,289,181 
Library Fund         295,000 
Airport Fund        132,500 
Development Authority Fund        69,600 
Equipment Fund       617,145 
Permanent Improvement Fund 1,060,000 
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   1999 Fire Hall Bonds         35,000 
Total     $5,498,426 

 
The Council of the City of Detroit Lakes hereby designates Tuesday, December 11, 2018 
as the date at which Finance Officer Pamela Slifka will present information on the final 
2018 Budget, Tax Levy and the Council will listen to public comments at 6:01 P.M.  The 
motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried 
without a dissenting vote. The Mayor declared Resolution 2018-0911G adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner to approve the 2018 funding request from Pelican River Watershed 
District in the amount of $25,000 to help offset the cost of herbicide treatments and the 
on-going study for aquatic invasive species of flowering rush.  Alderman Wenner stated 
this is a budgeted item and paid from the Food and Beverage Tax fund.  The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Zeman who commented this is great example of how a sales tax 
can help pay for projects without affecting the property taxes of the citizens.  There being 
no further discussion, the motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
  
 Upon the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote 
that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Pamela 
Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $16,590,596.64 as of 
August 31, 2018, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 

 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of August 14, 2018, through September 14, 
2018, in the amount of $5,310,287.17.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared Resolution 2018-0911H adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting 
vote, to approve the issuance of a parade permit and road closures to Detroit Lakes High 
School for the “Homecoming Parade” on October 5, 2018 from 2:30 PM – 4:00 PM. 

 
Upon the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting 
vote authorizing Chief Scott Flynn and Assistant Chief Ryan Swanson to attend the 2018 
Minnesota State Fire Chief’s Association (MSFCA) Annual Conference on October 10-
13, 2018 in St. Paul, MN. 
 
 Alderman Marks Erickson informed Council the Liquor and Gambling Control 
Committee had a discussion regarding the sale of wine in grocery stores.  City 
Administrator Klemm appeared before the Council and stated the MN Municipal 
Beverage Association is asking municipalities to adopt resolutions opposing “wine in 
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grocery store” legislation.  Klemm said the Committee recommended City Staff draft a 
resolution to present to the Council in October.  No action taken. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume to Leighton 
Broadcasting for the Women’s Expo at the Kent Freeman Arena on Thursday, September 
13, 2018. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a temporary on-sale intoxicating 
liquor license for the Detroit Lakes Jaycees to sell and serve intoxicating liquor in 
designated areas at the Kent Freeman Arena for the Women’s Expo on Thursday, 
September 13, 2018, pursuant to their application and fee. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor 
license for the Sandbar II to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor in designated areas 
at the Pavilion for the Voss/Burns Wedding Reception, Saturday, September 15, 2018 
pursuant to their application and fees. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption approving the 
Gambling Premises Permit Application submitted by Humane Society of the Lakes to 
conduct gambling activities (pull-tabs, bar bingo, tipboards, paddlewheel, electronic pull-
tabs, electronic linked bar bingo) at the Spitfire, 1100 North Shore Drive.  The motion for 
the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0911 adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption approving the 
gambling application submitted by Minnesota Flyers Gymnastics to conduct a raffle at 
the Minnesota Flyers Gymnastics, 1306 Rossman Avenue on November 17, 2018.  The 
motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried 
without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0911A adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by United Trail 
and Lakes Trail Riders Association to conduct a raffle at the Shorewood Pub, 1743 Long 
Bridge Road on February 17, 2019. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption adopting the 2019 water and 
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wastewater rates.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Imholte, and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 
Resolution 2018-0911I adopted. 

 
City Administrator Klemm appeared before the council and provided information 

regarding the two utility easements on airport property.  A motion was made by 
Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote to 
grant the Utility Easement along the south side of TH10 and the Utility Easement along 
the west side of Airport Property and approving the Subordination Agreements. 

 
 A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, that the August Nuisance Monthly Report, the August 
Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the August City Engineer’s Report, the 
August Animal Control Report, the August Police Chief’s Report, the August Fire 
Chief’s Report, the August Parking Violations Monthly Report of $225, the July Becker 
County Court Report of $6367.79, and the August Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly 
Report be approved and placed on file. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses through December 
31, 2018: 
 
 Plumbing Licenses: 
 Accel Mechanical, LLC 
 

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote 
appointing Ron Zeman to the Becker County Canvassing Board for the General Election. 

 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Zeman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote appointing 
Matt Boeke to the Development Authority effective October 1, 2018.  Mr. Boeke will fill 
the seat vacated by Bruce Imholte on August 5, 2018.  This will be Mr. Boeke’s first 3-
year term. 

 
Mayor Brenk announced there is a public input meeting for the proposed street 

and utility improvements on Willow Street and West Avenue on Wednesday, September 
19, 2018 at 5:30 PM in the Council Chambers. 

 
Mayor Brenk announced the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Pickleball Courts at 

People’s Park is September 25, 2018 at 12:00 PM. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the next Joint Governance Meeting is October 2, 2018 

hosted by Becker County. 
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Mayor Brenk announced the 2018 League of Minnesota Cities Regional Meeting 
is October 3, 2018 in Fergus Falls, MN.  If you are interested in attending please contact 
Glori. 

 
Mayor Brenk announced the Detroit Lakes Fire Department Open House is 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 
 
Mayor Brenk announced the date & time changes for November Committee 

Meetings due to the Veterans’ Day Holiday:  
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018 
Community Development – 4:00 PM 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018 
Public Works – 1:30 PM 
Public Safety – 3:00 PM 
Finance – 3:30 PM 
Liquor & Gambling – 4:30PM 
Council – 5:00 PM 

 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 5:45 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 


