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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       August 13, 2018 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, August 13, 2018; all members 
of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; 
Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store 
Manager Randy Buhr; Public Utilities General Manger Vernell 
Roberts; Community Development Director Larry Remmen and Public 
Works Director Bradley Green  

 
            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss, 

Wenner and Zeman 
 

 Absent: None 
    
    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held July 10, 2018, a motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman 
Zeman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would 
stand approved.   

 
Alderman Boeke requested that Items 8C and 8D be removed from the consent 

agenda in order to properly thank our retired firefighters for their service. 
 
Chief Steven Todd and Mayor Brenk presented Lifesaving Awards to Detroit 

Lakes Police Officer Joe Steffens, Minnesota State Patrol Lt. Mike Engum, Paramedics 
Randy Athmann, Jacob McGowan, Tony Timm, and EMT’s Darcie McCulloch and 
Manoah Anderson from City of Detroit Lakes and the Detroit Lakes Police Department 
for their lifesaving efforts on April 20, 2018.   

 
Water Carnival Co-Admirals Natalie Bly and Andy Castagneri appeared before 

the Council and thanked the City for all the support and helped they received from the 
City during the 83rd Northwest Water Carnival.  They announced the Co-Admirals for the 
84th Northwest Water Carnival are Brian Anderson and Matt Kelly. 

 
Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comments on the 
proposed vacation of the utility easements between Lots 13 and 14 of Pleasant Acres 
Three (351 & 355 Homestead Street), the Mayor called the hearing to order at 5:08 PM.  
There being no comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:09 PM and reconvened 
the Regular Council Meeting. 
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Upon the recommendations of the Community Development Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the vacating utility 
easements between Lots 13 and 14 in Pleasant Acres Three. The motion for the adoption 
of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 
vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813C adopted. 

 
Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper and notice 

mailed to all liquor license holders that the Council, at this present meeting would 
conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the matter of granting an on-sale 
intoxicating liquor license and Sunday liquor license to TBCT Management, LLC, dba 
DL Spitfire Bar & Grill, 1100 North Shore Drive, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501, for the 
period of September 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018, the Mayor called the hearing to 
order at 5:10 PM.  There being no comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:11 
PM and reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 
 
Upon the recommendation of Liquor/Gambling Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Marks Erickson and seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote granting an on-sale intoxicating liquor license and Sunday liquor license 
to TBCT Management, LLC, dba DL Spitfire Bar & Grill. 

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council at the Public Works Committee 

Meeting that was held on August 13 resident Sally Hausken appeared before the 
Committee and expressed strong concern with the decision the Park Board had made to 
allow bicycles in Upstream Sucker Creek.  
 
Ms. Hausken appeared before the Council and requested the City Council to consider her 
request to prohibit bicycles in Upstream Sucker Creek as they are prohibited in the 
Sucker Creek Preserve.   Ms. Hausken noted it will be confusing to allow bikes in 
Upstream Sucker Creek and not at the Sucker Creek Preserve, as well as dangerous to 
have bicycles, walkers, strollers, wheelchairs use the same paths, and not to mention what 
could happen to the natural vegetation, wildlife and negative environmental impacts if 
bicycles are allowed and they travel off of the paths.   
 
Sally Hausken thanked the Council and City staff for their time and all the effort and 
work they have put in over the years for the Greater Sucker Creek Parks.  Mayor Brenk 
publically thanked Ms. Hausken for her time and dedication to the Greater Sucker Creek 
Parks.    
 
After further discussions a motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by 
Alderman Zeman and carried with one dissenting vote (Marks Erickson) to deny the 
request to prohibit bicycles at Upstream Sucker Creek.   
 
Public Works Director Brad Green informed the Council that proper signage will be 
placed indicating bicycles or no bicycles at each park. 
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 Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 
Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 
proposed improvement of curb, gutter, concrete approaches and sidewalks for 2018, the 
Mayor called the hearing to order at 5:35 PM.  There being no comments, Mayor Brenk 
closed the hearing at 5:36 PM and reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption to order the proposed improvement of curb, 
gutter, concrete approaches and sidewalks for 2018.  The motion for the adoption of the 
resolution was seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  
Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 2018-0813A adopted. 

 
 Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 
Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 
proposed abatement of diseased trees for 2018, the Mayor called the hearing to order at 
5:37 PM.  There being comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:38 PM and 
reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption to order the proposed abatement of 
diseased trees for 2018.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Zeman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the 
Resolution 2018-0813B adopted. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance 430 for the annexation of a 1 acre more or less tract of land at 26292 North 
Tower Road in Detroit Township and Zoning the Tract “R-2” One and Two Family 
Residential (Michael and Sara Thielen). The motion was seconded by Alderman Boeke 
and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing the second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance 431 amending Section 23 of the Zoning Ordinance relative to Violations and 
Penalties. The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a 
dissenting vote. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing the second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance 432 rezoning an area from “R-2” One and Two Family Residence District to 
“B-3” Auto-Oriented Business District at 1115 and 1119 Lincoln Avenue (Essentia 
Health).  The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried with one dissenting 
vote (Marks Erickson). 
 

Pursuant to the recommendations of the Planning Commission and the 
Community Development Committee, a resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, 
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who moved its adoption, approving the final plant of the Lake Forest 7th Addition. The 
motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 
without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813D adopted. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendations of the Planning Commission and the 

Community Development Committee, a resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, 
who moved its adoption approving a conditional use permit to allow a drive-thru at 920 
Lake Avenue (Bell Bank & Trust) with the following condition: 

 
1) That the project be constructed generally as shown on the approved site plan. 
 

Community Development Director Larry Remmen commented the new drive-thru is for 
the ATM lane only.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 
Resolution 2018-0813E adopted. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 

was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of July 2018 in the estimated 
construction value of $6,687,352.00 to be issued pursuant to their applications 
accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 
having been recommended by the Building Official and approved by the Community 
Development Committee.  

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council that David Carter with the Detroit 

Lakes Youth Soccer appeared at the Public Works Committee Meeting held earlier that 
day to discuss the rising costs associated with youth sports.  Alderman Schurman noted it 
was for discussion only.   

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council at the Public Works Committee 

Meeting held August 13, 2018 the Committee reviewed the 2018 Park Board’s Long 
Range Plan.  Alderman Schurman noted no action.  

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council at the Public Works Committee 

Meeting held August 13, 2018 the Committee was given an update on the proposed new 
Public Works Facility.  Mr. Schurman noted a meeting will be scheduled with the Public 
Works Building Committee in the near future for further discussions. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting 
vote approving the Professional Services Agreement with Schik Engineering in the 
amount of $1500 to provide a structural review of the Washington Ballpark Grandstand. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting 
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vote setting a public input meeting for Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 5:30 PM for 
the proposed street and utility improvements on Willow Street and West Avenue. 

 
Alderman Schurman informed the Council no bids were received for proposed 

parking lot improvements at DMRA.  No action required. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by Mark Knutson to hold the 6th Annual Zorbaz Beer 
Run and close various streets on Saturday, September 1, 2018. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by Mark Knutson to hold the Dick Beardsley Tour de 
Lake Bike Race and close various streets on Sunday, September 2, 2018. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by Mark Knutson to hold the Zorbaz Dog Run in 
conjunction with the Dick Beardsley Marathon and close various streets on Monday, 
September 3, 2018. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by Mark Knutson to hold the 23rd Annual Dick 
Beardsley Run and close various streets Saturday, September 8, 2018.  (They have also 
rented the Pavilion from September 5-8). 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the request submitted by the Detroit Lakes Shrine Color Guard to hold the 
Detroit Lakes Shrine Septoberfest, October 6, 2018. 
 
         Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, authorizing signature of the Master 
Subscriber Agreement for Minnesota Government Access for Governmental Agencies.  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Schurman and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813F 
adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the winter 2019 rates for the Detroit Mountain Recreation Area (DMRA). 
 
           Upon the recommendations of the Public Works Committee and the Finance 
Committee a motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
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carried, without a dissenting vote approving the Detroit Lakes Community and Cultural 
Center Snappy Park Fee Agreement for the Field Use and Concession Stand for Field Use 
and Concession Stand for the 2019-2021 Seasons (2019 - $5500, 2020 - $5600, 2021 - 
$5700).   
 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the issuance of healthcare 
facilities revenue bonds by the Duluth Economic Development Authority to refinance a 
project located in the City (Essentia Health Project).  The motion for the adoption of the 
resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  
Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813G adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
to re-allocate the $100,000 commitment made to the DMRA for parking lot 
improvements to be paid entirely from the Food and Beverage Tax Fund instead of 
$50,000 from the Food and Beverage Tax Fund and $50,000 from the Park Dedication 
Fund. 

 
 Upon the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote 
approving the final payment to Sellin Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $41,262.41 for the 
North TH 59 Water and Sanitary Sewer Improvements.   
 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote to 
grant authorization for Finance Officer Pamela Slifka to attend the Minnesota 
Government Finance Officers Association 2018 Annual Conference on September 26-28, 
2018 in Alexandria, MN. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeker and carried without a dissenting vote 
authorizing participation in the Blood Screening Program sponsored by the Noon Rotary 
and area health care providers September 10-14, 2018. 

 
 Alderman Wenner announced the City received Notification of Compliance for 
the Local Pay Equity Act Requirements. 

 
Alderman Wenner announced the 2019 minimum level of financial support to be 

provided for operating expenses for public library services was set at $168,202. 
 
 Upon the recommendations of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote 
that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, submitted by Finance Officer Pamela 
Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be in the amount of $16,198,579.19 as of 
July 31, 2018, be accepted, approved and placed on file. 
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           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
proper authorization covering the period of July 11, 2018, through August 13, 2018, in 
the amount of $9,341,763.62.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared Resolution 2018-0813H adopted. 
 

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm appeared before the Council and educated the 
Council on the resolution calling for an election on a Sales and Use Tax for the Police 
Department Project.  Mr. Klemm also recapped the Notice of Election, Exhibit A and 
Form of Election Ballot, Exhibit B. 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Boeke who moved its adoption calling for an election on a Sales and Use 
Tax for the Police Department Project.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared Resolution 2018-0813I adopted. 
 

Upon to the recommendation of the Police Civil Service Commission, a motion 
was made by Alderman Boeke appointing Officer Michael Heinecke to the Detroit Lakes 
Police Department.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried 
without a dissenting vote.   

 
 Alderman Boeke announced that Firefighters Todd George and Mark Olsen 
retired from the DLFD.  Mr. George retired on July 1, 2018 with 22 years of service, and 
Mr. Olsen retired on June 6, 2018 with 19 years of service.  Alderman Boeke extended a 
thank you of appreciation to both men for their dedicated service to the community.   
 
 Alderman Boeke announced Jaclyn Weitzel, Brian Cooksey and Sam Ness will 
begin their one year probationary period with the DLFD on August 1, 2018.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Josephson and 
carried without a dissenting vote, denying the request for a sponsorship for the 18th 
KDLM Laker Open Golf Tournament on August 17, 2018. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Josephson and 
carried without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance noise permit to Triple C 
Ventures DBA Lakeside Tavern for August 25, 2018 for Ribfest. 
 
 Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr appeared before the Council and gave an 
update on Lakes Liquor sales.    
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 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume to Pemberton Law Firm 
for their event at the Pavilion on Monday, August 13, 2018. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license 
for Holiday Inn (Right Choice Lodging LLC) to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor 
for the Beckerley Wedding on August 18, 2018 and the Schuldt/Peterson Wedding on 
September 22, 2018 at the DLCCC pursuant to their application and fees 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Marshmallow 
Foundation to hold a raffle at Zorbaz, 402 West Lake Drive on August 24, 2018. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption approving the 
gambling application submitted by the Detroit Lakes Youth Hockey Association to hold a 
raffle at the Kent Freeman Arena, 1310 Rossman Avenue on September 9, 2018.  The 
motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 
without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813 adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption approving the 
gambling premises permit application submitted by the Humane Society of the Lakes to 
conduct gambling at Voyageur Lanes, 1377 West Lake Drive.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2018-0813Z adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Becker County 
Sheriff Posse to hold a raffle at the Becker County Sheriff’s Department, 925 Lake 
Avenue on September 17, 2018. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the DLCCC to hold a 
raffle at the DLCCC, 826 Summit Avenue on September 21, 2018. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 
motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without 
a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the the Essentia 
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Health Foundation to hold a raffle at the Detroit Lakes-Becker County Airport, 1817 
Hwy 10 West on September 28, 2018. 

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utility Commission a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting vote 
authorizing the purchase of real property (Becker County PID19.0420.000) for the new 
south electrical substation.   

 
Upon the recommendation of the Public Utility Commission a motion was made 

by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting vote 
approving the Union Agreement between the Detroit Lakes Public Utilities Commission 
and International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union No. 1426 from January 
1, 2018 to December 31, 2019. 

 
Public Utility General Manager Vernell Roberts introduced Energy Services 

Specialist Bridget Penton who started with the City on July 16, 2018.   
 

 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Boeke and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, that the July Nuisance Monthly Report, the July 
Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the July City Engineer’s Report, the July 
Animal Control Report, the July Police Chief’s Report, the July Fire Chief’s Report, the 
July Parking Violations Monthly Report of $130, the June Becker County Court Report 
of $5608.98, and the July Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly Report be approved and 
placed on file.  
 

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting vote to -
appoint Madalyn Sukke to the Becker County Canvassing Board for the Primary 
Election. 

 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Imholte, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote to appoint 
Lynn Hummel to the Library Board effective September 1, 2018.  Mr. Hummel will fill 
the seat vacated by Cindy Fritz.  This will be Mr. Hummel’s first 3-year term. 

 
Mayor Brenk announced the following positions will be up for election at the 

November 2018 election. Candidate filing period ends August 14, 2018 at 5:00 PM. 
 

1) Alderman Ward 1 (Wenner) 
2) Alderman Ward 2 (Schurman) 
3) Alderman Ward 3 (Boeke) 
4) Alderman At Large (Sukke) 
5) Alderman At Large (Voss) 
 

Mayor Brenk announced the 2019 Budget Committee Meeting Schedule and that 
a quorum of the Council may be present at these meetings.  The schedule is as follows: 
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Thursday, August 16, 2018 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Thursday, August 23, 2018 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018 – 7:30 AM – 8:30 AM 
Thursday, August 30, 2018 – 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM (if needed) 

 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 6:08 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Glori French, City Clerk 


