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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
       December 12, 2017 
 
 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 
Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, December 12, 2017; all 
members of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 
transacted. 
 
 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; Account 

Technician Stacy Gray; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; City Engineer 
Jon Pratt; Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Assistant Fire Chief Todd George; 
Police Chief Steven Todd; and Public Works Director Bradley Green  

 
            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss, 

and Wenner 
 
 Absent: Zeman 
    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 
held November 14, 2017, a motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by 
Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote. Mayor Brenk declared the 
minutes would stand approved.   
 

Upon the recommendations of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 
by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 
vote approving the 30-year lease agreement with the Boys & Girls Club of Detroit Lakes 
(January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2048). 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to allow a 40 
foot high building and a parking variance to allow 53 parking spaces to meet the parking 
requirements, for the Boys and Girls Club of Detroit Lakes, at 150 Richwood Road, 
subject to the following conditions:  
 

1) That the facility be constructed as shown on the approved site plan. 
 

2) That the building be setback 30 feet from all lot lines. 
 

3) That a landscape buffer at least 6 feet high be provided between the North and 
East lot lines and the building. 
 

4) That the developer obtain a Land Disturbance Permit from the City prior issuance 
of a building permit.   
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The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212F 
adopted. 
 
Patrick Petermann, Executive Director with the Boys & Girls Club of Detroit Lakes 
appeared before the Council.  He thanked the Council for their partnership with the Boys 
& Girls Club.  He noted the positive impact the Boys & Girls Clubs has on the Detroit 
Lakes Community.  Mr. Petermann stated they are at 80% of their Capitol Campaign 
Goal and anticipate the new facility to be open in 2019. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to approve a 
variance to allow planting of various trees and shrubs instead of a fence or hedge, at 226 
Stone Creek Drive (Stonebrook Apartments, LLP) subject to the following conditions: 
 

1) That the owners install a 6 foot high screening fence along the west property line.   
 

2) That the trees and shrubs be planted and maintained as shown on the approved 
site plan, dated September 22, 2017, and described as Option “C”; 

 
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote (Alderman Imholte abstained).  Mayor Brenk declared 
Resolution 2017-1212 adopted. 

  
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to approve a 
variance to allow a twin home on a 106 foot wide lot at 616 West Lake Drive (Viking 
Resort), subject to the following conditions: 
 

1) That the owner construct and maintain a rain garden on the site.  
 

2) That the owner obtain site plan approval from the Planning Commission prior to 
issuance of a building permit.   

 
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212A 
adopted. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to approve an 
amended Conditional Use Permit to allow construction of a helipad as part of the Essentia 
Health/St. Mary’s medical facilities campus, subject to the following conditions: 
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1) That all the conditions from the Conditional Use Permit dated December 8, 2009, 
(Document #582547) shall remain in full force and effect;  
 

2) That the 15 parking spaces to be eliminated by the helipad shall be constructed as 
shown on the approved site plan prior to construction of the helipad; 
 

3) The helipad shall meet or exceed all Federal Aviation Administration 
requirements for a helipad;  
 

4) A 4 foot high fence shall be constructed along Washington Avenue and Rotary 
Park. 
 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212B 
adopted. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to approve a 
Variance to allow a lot split by metes and bounds description that creates a lot that is less 
than 5 acres (Highway 10 and McHugh Road).  The motion for the adoption of the 
resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried, without a dissenting 
vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212C adopted. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, approving the 
preliminary and final plat of Common Interest Community #86 – The Landing on Little 
Detroit.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman 
Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-
1212D adopted. 
 
 Alderman Marks Erickson recommended referring the variance application for 
412 South Shore Drive, the conditional use application and variance application for 1941 
Long Bridge Road back to the Planning Commission for further clarification and that 
City Attorney Charlie Ramstad be at the meeting.  The consensus of the Council was to 
notify the parties involved that there will be a Second Public Hearing at the Planning 
Commission meeting on December 28, 2017 at 6:30 PM. 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 
to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 
resolution was introduced by Alderman Boeke, who moved its adoption, to approve an 
amended Variance to allow an addition to a building with a 41 foot setback from the 
Ordinary High Water Mark and 36% impervious surface coverage to allow a 30 foot 
building height to construct a main floor, mezzanine addition with bathrooms, elevator 
and a paved parking lot at 2000 Long Bridge Road subject to the following conditions: 
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1) That the building not exceed 2695 square feet on the main level plus an area for 

an elevator 10 x 10 feet plus a mechanical area.  The second floor mezzanine shall 
be limited to the following: 
 

A) A 784 square foot serving area. 
B) A 10 x 28 square foot area for bathrooms and storage. 
C) An uncovered 6 x 21 foot catwalk from the elevator to the serving 

area.  
D) A 10 x 19 foot walkway/seating area for access to a pervious stairway 

to provide a second exit for the second story mezzanine area.   
 

2) That the project be constructed as shown on the approved site plan.   
 
3) That the owner obtain a Pelican River Watershed District Permit prior to issuance 

of a building permit. 
 

4) That the impervious surface coverage not exceed 36%. 
 

5) That the owner construct 70 paved parking spaces for the restaurant portion of the 
development.   
 

6) That the building height not exceed 30 feet; except for the cupola which is 36 feet 
8 inches.   
 

7) That the owner obtain a land disturbance permit from the City and sign a 
Stormwater Facilities Maintenance Agreement prior to issuance of a building 
permit. 
 

8) That the owner install a 12 inch high berm along the shoreline between the lake 
and the restaurant.   
 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte and 
carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212E 
adopted. 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission and the Community 

Development Committee that was submitted to the City Council, a motion was made by 
Alderman Boeke approving the purchase of three parcels of land abutting Detroit 
Mountain Recreation Area in the amount of $687,000.00 with funds received from the 
Legacy Grant.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a 
dissenting vote (Alderman Marks Erickson abstained). 

 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Boeke introducing for its second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance No. 416 amending City Code 1004 Building Code relative to permits and fees 
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for decks and platforms.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and 
carried without a dissenting vote. 

 
 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 
was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a 
dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of November, 2017 in the 
estimated construction value of $2,396,643.00 to be issued pursuant to their applications 
accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 
having been recommended by the Building Official. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a motion was made by 
Alderman Schurman to remove the stop signs at the intersection of the former Airport 
Road and Longview Drive.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried 
without a dissenting vote. 
 
Alderman Schurman commented the Public Works Committee discussed the Speed Study 
for Longview Drive and will review the speed restrictions at the January meeting. 
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption accepting a Preliminary 
Engineering Report and setting a public hearing for January 9, 2017 for the proposed 
Lake Forest 7th Addition Street and Utility Improvement Project.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212G adopted. 
 

Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 
Council, at this present meeting, would conduct a public hearing to receive public 
comment on the issuance of an Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License to Holiday Stationstore, 
LLC dba Holiday Store #466, at 303 Frazee Street, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501, for the 
period of December 15, 2017 through December 31, 2017.  Mayor Brenk called the 
hearing to order at 5:25 PM.  There being no oral or written comments, Mayor Brenk 
closed the hearing at 5:26 PM and reconvened the Regular Council Meeting.    
 
Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion was 
made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried, without a 
dissenting vote approving the issuance of an Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License to Holiday 
Stationstore, LLC dba Holiday Store #466, at 303 Frazee Street  
 
 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption authorizing a preliminary 
engineering report for sanitary sewer and watermain improvements for Broadlawn 
Estates.  City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the Council and stated the City received 
a petition from the property owners of this subdivision requesting sewer and water.  He 
said the first step in the process to evaluate the feasibility of the project. The motion for 
the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212H adopted. 
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 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption authorizing a preliminary 
engineering report for sanitary sewer and watermain improvements for County Road 131.  
City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the Council and stated the City received a 
petition from Foltz Trucking requesting City sewer and water services.  The motion for 
the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212I adopted. 

 
 Pursuant to the recommendations of the Public Works Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Destiny Loven to hold a wedding 
ceremony on the City beach (by the Pavilion) on June 23, 2018 (She has rented the 
Pavilion for the reception.).    
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a resolution was 
introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, authorizing execution of the 
agency delegated contracting process agreement with MnDOT.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 2017-1212J adopted. 

 
 Upon the recommendations from the Public Works Committee, a motion was 
made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote approving the application submitted by Kyle Braaten to have more than 
two animals at 1313 Lake Avenue, effective January 1, 2018 through December 31, 
2018.  No complaints have been received, request is for three dogs.    
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner approving the AFSCME Union Contract for 2018 and 2019.  City 
Administrator Klemm stated the AFSCME Union represents the Public Works and 
Liquor Store employees.  Klemm summarized the key points of the contract including a 
2.75% wage increases for 2018 and 2019; the City will contribute up to $1200 in 2018 
and $1275 in 2019 for Health Insurance premiums; and a uniform allowance of $300 per 
year.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 
vote. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner approving the LELS Union Contract for 2018 and 2019.  City 
Administrator Klemm stated the LELS Union represents the Police Officers.  Klemm 
stated LELS is new to the City of Detroit Lakes as the Police Department was previously 
represented by the Teamsters.  Klemm summarized the key points of the contract 
including a 2.75% wage increases for 2018 and 2019; the City will contribute up to 
$1200 in 2018 and $1275 in 2019 for Health Insurance premiums; and a uniform 
allowance stayed the same and includes the ability to carry over funds to the next year.  
The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote. 
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 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 
Alderman Wenner approving the revisions to the City’s personnel policy, which 
consisted of updating and standardizing the language of the policy for City non-union 
employees. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 
dissenting vote. 
 
 The City Council complimented City Administrator Klemm on successful union 
negotiations and updating the language of the contracts. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, amending Section 210 for the City Code 
establishing the Residential Plan Review Fee is 10% of the Total Building Permit Fee.  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 2017-1212L 
adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, to not waive the monetary limits on 
Municipal Tort Liability for 2018.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 
declared the Resolution 2017-1212M adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, designating the official newspapers for 
2018, and setting a publication date Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes.  The motion for the 
adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 2017-1213N adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, designating the depositories for City Funds 
for the Year 2018.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 
Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the 
Resolution 2017-1212O adopted. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried without a dissenting vote to accept $438.88 from West Central Initiative/Hildred 
Shelland Long Trust for beautification purposes 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried without a dissenting vote that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, 
submitted by Finance Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be 
in the amount of $14,964,224.83 as of November 30, 2017, be accepted, approved and 
placed on file. 
 
           Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 
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proper authorization covering the period of November 15, 2017 through December 12, 
2017, in the amount of $3,406,179.97 the motion for the adoption of the resolution was 
seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  The Mayor 
declared Resolution 2017-1212P adopted. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Voss and carried 
without a dissenting vote, approving a donation of $500 to the Detroit Lakes Area 
Chapter of Let’s Go Fishing Program.  (Funds to be used from the Liquor Fund.)  
 
 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license for 
Holiday Inn (Right Choice Lodging LLC) to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor for 
the following events at the DLCCC/Holmes Theater pursuant to their application and 
fees: 
  December 2, 2017 – John Berry Show  

 December 8, 2017 – New Standards 
 December 14, 2017 – RRXS 
 December 19, 2017 – All is Calm 
 January 18, 2018 – Wonder Bread Years 
  

 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 
dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by Whitetails Unlimited 
Detroit Lakes Chapter to hold a raffle at the Holiday Inn, 1155 Highway 10 East on May 
5, 2018. 
 

A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, that the November Nuisance Monthly Report, the 
November Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the November City 
Engineer’s Report, the November Animal Control Report, the November Police Chief’s 
Report, the November Fire Chief’s Report, the October 2017 Becker County Court 
Report of $4620.49, and the November Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly Report be 
approved and placed on file.  

 
 Mayor Brenk introduced a resolution designating polling locations for the 2018 
election will be as follows: 

First Ward – Precinct I Grace Lutheran Church 
213 Roosevelt Avenue 

 
Second Ward – Precinct I Trinity Lutheran Church 

1401 Madison Avenue 
 

Third Ward – Precinct I  First Lutheran Church 
     912 Lake Avenue  
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Alderman Sukke moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schurman 
and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 2017-1212Q 
adopted. 
 
 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses through December 
31, 2017:  
 

 Plumbing Licenses: 
 Reiland Plumbing LLC 
 Wade’s Plumbing, LLC 

 
 A motion was made by Alderman Sukke, seconded by Alderman Wenner and 
carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses for the period of 
January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018:  
 

Plumbing Licenses: 
Air Mechanical, Inc. 
Bjelde Plumbing, LLC 
Campbell Plumbing, Inc. 
Elite Plumbing 
Greens Plumbing/Modern Heating 
Januszewski Plumbing 
Peterson Mechanical Inc. 
Plumbers, Inc. 
Precision Plumbing, Inc. 
Reiland Plumbing LLC 
Seaberg Plumbing & Heating LLC 
Sonnenberg Plumbing & Heating 
 
Tobacco License: 
BD’s Gas & Grub LLC 
Casey’s General Store #2219 
Casey’s General Store #3656 
Cenex Convenience Store 
DL Tobacco 
Food-N-Fuel 
Holiday Stationstores, Inc. 
Masterpiece Vapors 
Mellow Moods Pipe & Tobacco Inc. 
Miller & Holmes, Inc. 
Murphy Oil USA 
Northshore Travel Plaza 
Walmart Supercenter #2957 
Zorbaz of Detroit Lakes 
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Pawn Broker License: 
Lakes Sports Shop 
 
Solid Waste License: 
Landmark Drainage 
Minnkota Enviroservices 
Steve’s Sanitation 
Waste Management 
 
On-Sale Intoxicating & Sunday Liquor License: 
Brygge Taps & Taste   El Loro    
Holiday Inn    Hub 41 
Lakeside Tavern    Northside Bar & Café  
Roasted, LLC    Shorewood Pub   
Speak Easy    Voyageur Lanes    
Long Bridge Bar & Grill   The Fireside      
The Lodge on Lake Detroit 
Zorbaz on the Beach 
 
On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License: 
Sandbar II 
 
On-Sale Wine Licenses/Strong Beer & On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor: 
Chinese Dragon  
LaBarista 
 
Club On-Sale & Sunday Liquor License: 
American Legion - John Bridges Post 15  
VFW - Jess Omundson Post #1676  
 
Club On-Sale Liquor License: 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles #2342  
 
Off-Sale Brew Pub License: 
Lakeside Tavern 
 
On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License: 
China Buffet 
 
Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License: 
Casey’s General Store #2219 
Casey’s General Store #3656    
Food-N-Fuel 
Holiday Stationstores, Inc. 
Northside Bar & Café 
Walmart Supercenter #2957 
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 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Robert Louiseau on the Planning Commission.  This will be Mr. Louiseau’s 
first 3-year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Shawn Nygaard on the Planning Commission.  This will be Mr. Nygaard’s 
second 3-year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Moriya Rufer on the Planning Commission.  This will be Ms. Rufer’s second 
3-year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Kim Bettcher on the Park Board.  This will be Ms. Bettcher’s second 3-year 
term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Marcus Lacher on the Park Board.  This will be Mr. Lacher’s third 3-year 
term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing Jeff Perkins on the Public Utilities Commission.  This will be Mr. Perkins’ 
first 3-year term. 
 
 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 
Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-
appointing G.L. Tucker on the Public Utilities Commission.  This will be Mr. Tucker’s 
second 3-year term. 
 
 Mayor Brenk announced there was a Becker County Highway Committee 
meeting on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 8:30 AM at the Becker County Highway 
Department.  
 
 Mayor Brenk announced the West Lake Drive Open House Encore Event on 
Monday, December 18, 2017 from 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM in the Council Chambers (1025 
Roosevelt Avenue).  Alderman Imholte noted there would be a Special Planning 
Commission meeting in the Conference Room at 6:30 PM following the West Lake Drive 
Open House.   
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 Mayor Brenk announced there would be a Public Informational Meeting 
regarding potential sanitary sewer and watermain improvements for Broadlawn Estates 
on December 21, 2017 at 5:30 PM in the Council Chambers (1025 Roosevelt Avenue) 
 
 Mayor Brenk announced The City of Detroit Lakes will host the next joint 
governance meeting on January 2, 2018 at 7:00 AM in Council Chambers. 

 
 2018 Joint Governance Meeting Dates 
 April 3, 2018 – Chamber 
 July 3, 2018 – DL Schools 
 October 2, 2018 – County 
 

 Mayor Brenk announced the Annual Council Meeting will be at 5:00 PM on 
January 2, 2018 (At this meeting, the Mayor will assign seating arrangements and appoint 
Council Members to the Finance, Community Development, Public Works, Public 
Safety, Liquor & Gambling Committees). 
 
 Mayor Brenk announced the 2018 Council Meeting Dates 

 January 2, 2018 – Annual Meeting 
 January 9, 2018 
 February 13, 2018 
 March 13, 2018 
 April 10, 2018 
 May 8, 2018 
 June 12, 2018 
 July 10, 2018 
 August 14, 2018 
 September 11, 2018 
 October 9, 2018 
 November 13, 2018 

  December 11, 2018 
 
 Mayor Brenk called a short recess at 5:50.  The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 
6:00 PM.    
 

At 6:01 PM, City Administrator Kelcey Klemm summarized the proposed 2018 
tax levy and City budget.  Klemm informed the Council and audience that the property 
tax levy for 2017, collectible in 2018, is $5,114,009, an increase of $298,378 from 2017 
or a 6.2% increase.  Property valuations have been on a bit of a roller coaster as the 
County has transitioned to a new tax software.   

 
City Administrator Klemm then reviewed the City’s 2018 Budget of $24,592,823 
advising that the operating budget had increased from 2017 noting the increase was 
attributed to the addition of a new full time police officer, Airport Expansion Project and 
Capital Reserve for the new Public Works Facility. 
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City Administrator Klemm stated the state LGA payments to the City decreased by 
approximately $91,000 and directly translated into a 2% increase in the City levy.  
Klemm noted that if your property value stayed the same the levy amount would result in 
a decrease in your taxes of approximately eight percent (8%) from 2017 to 2018.  Klemm 
highlighted the City services and amenities that citizens receive for their tax dollars, 
including a Police Department for less than $9 per month, a Fire Department for less than 
$1 per month and a Library and all the City Parks for less than $3 per month. 

 
The Mayor then called for questions or comments.   There being none and upon the 
recommendation of the Budget Committee, a resolution was introduced by Alderman 
Wenner, who moved its adoption approving the final budget for the calendar year 2018 
and approving the final 2017 tax levy, collectible in 2018 in the following amounts:   
  
BE IT RESOLVED By the Council of the City of Detroit Lakes, County of Becker, State 
of Minnesota, that the annual budget of the City of Detroit Lakes for the calendar year 
2018, which has been submitted by the City Administrator and modified and approved by 
the Board of Tax Levy and the City Council, is hereby adopted as follows: 
 

General Fund                $  6,306,006 
Special Revenue Funds   $13,156,809 
Debt Service Funds           652,183 
Special Assessment Funds       4,477,825 
        Sub Total     $24,592,823 
Liquor Store         6,070,215 
Total Budget                $ 30,663,038 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in addition to the sources of income available to the 
City, the following sums of money are to be levied for the current year, collectible in 
2018 upon the taxable property in said City of Detroit Lakes, for the following purpose:   
 

General Fund   $3,062,264 
Library Fund         295,000 
Airport Fund        125,000 
Development Authority Fund        69,100 
Equipment Fund       557,645 
Permanent Improvement Fund    970,000 

   1999 Fire Hall Bonds         35,000 
Total     $5,114,009 

  
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and 
carried without a dissenting vote.  The Mayor declared the Resolution 2017-1212K 
adopted.  
 
 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, Mayor Brenk 
adjourned the meeting at 6:24 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Stacy Gray, Account Technician 


