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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

       August 8, 2017 

 

 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 

Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, August 8, 2017; all members 

of the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; Finance Officer Pamela Slifka; City Attorney Charlie 

Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Community Development Director 

Larry Remmen; Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Assistant Fire Chief Todd 

George; Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr; Police Chief Steven 

Todd; Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts and Public 

Works Director Brad Green  

 

            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Voss and 

Zeman 

 

 Absent: Sukke and Wenner 

    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held July 11, 2017 a motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman 

Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would 

stand approved.   

 

Water Carnival Co-Admirals Kate Spaeth and Dustin Hildenbrand appeared 

before the Council and thanked the City for all the support and helped they received from 

the City during the 82nd Northwest Water Carnival. 

 

Active Living Planner Patrick Hollister with PartnerSHIP 4 Health appeared 

before the Council and gave a report on  activities PartnerSHIP for Health have available 

in the Community and handout a magazine produced for the Minnesota Food Charter 

called Food Access Planning Guide and encouraged everyone to take a look at the 

magazine.       

 

Mayor Brenk presented Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts with a 

certificate thanking Mr. Roberts for his time and dedication in securing $17 million 

dollars in grant funding for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  

 

 Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper that the 

Council, at this present meeting will conduct a hearing to receive public comment on the 

proposed improvement of curb, gutter, concrete approaches and sidewalks for 2017, the 

Mayor called the hearing to order at 5:27 PM.    Wayne Johnson, 321 Elizabeth Street, 

appeared before the Council and requested the Council to consider not authorizing the 

repair of a sidewalk that no-one uses because it does not connect to any other sidewalks.  
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Mr. Johnson noted area residents use the sidewalk across the street.   Public Works 

Director Bradley Green will meet with the Johnson’s to discuss their request.   There 

being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:32 PM and reconvened 

the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a resolution was introduced by Alderman 

Marks Erickson, who moved its adoption to order the proposed improvement of curb, 

gutter, concrete approaches and sidewalks for 2017 with the exception of 317 Elizabeth 

Street.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman 

Schurman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 

0808 adopted. 

 

 Alderman Zeman informed the Council, the City has received proper 

documentation noting the property at 327 Elizabeth Street was used as a rental property 

prior to 1968 when the property was re-zoned as an “R-2” District which requires two 

family dwellings to have at a minimum of 12,000 square feet per lot. 

 

Alderman Zeman noted Compliance Officer Pricilla Gurath completed a Rental 

Inspection on May 2, 2017 and found nine (9) items failed the City of Detroit Lakes 

Rental Standards:  

1. Exterior siding requires maintenance 

2. Temporary tent must be removed from yard 

3. Bedroom window needs to be larger 

4. Bedroom requires smoke detector 

5. Smoke detector outside bedroom  

6. GFI in bathroom sink 

7. GFI in kitchen 

8. GFI outlet outside 

9. Relief valve on water heater 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion was 

made by Alderman Zeman approving the authorization of a Rental Registration 

Certificate to Laural Carlson for the property at 327 Elizabeth Street subject to the nine 

(9) failed violations have been corrected by December 31, 2017 and no additional 

violations are found at the time of the final Rental Inspection. The motion was seconded 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

 City Attorney Charlie Ramstad appeared before the Council and noted the State 

Statue requires prior to amending the City’s Tobacco Ordinance a 30 day notice to all 

licensed tobacco retailers is required.   Ramstad clarified that if any action is taken it 

must be to consider issuing a 30-day notice to all licensed tobacco retailers regarding 

amending the City’s Tobacco ordinance with the first reading taking place at the 

September12, 2017 City Council Meeting.    City Attorney Ramstad stated in the Council 

Packet you will find a draft of an Ordinance Amending City Code 607, also in the packet 

are letters both in support of the Tobacco T21 and against Tobacco T21.  After a short 

discussion and pursuant to the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee a motion 
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was made by Alderman Boeke to issue a 30-day notice to all licensed tobacco retailers 

regarding amending the City’s Tobacco Ordinance and hold a public hearing on 

September 12, 2017 at 5:00 PM.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson and 

carried with one (1) dissenting vote (Marks Erickson). 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 

variance application to exceed the impervious surface requirement and to allow less than 

a 75 foot setback from the Ordinary High Water Mark to allow a construction of a 22 x 

21 foot addition, a 16 x 30 foot green house and enlargement of a deck from 1000 to 

1400 square feet a deck and a greenhouse at 1462 East Shore Drive (Hanzon Properties – 

Fireside) subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. That the project be constructed as shown on the approved site plan; 

2. That the impervious surface coverage on the site not exceed 41%; 

3. That a total of 48 parking spaces be provided on site with the reduction of the 

serving space;  

4. That the owner provide the City with a survey showing that they comply with 

setbacks, impervious surface coverage and parking space requirements;  

5. That the owner provide vegetative screening (large trees and shrubs) of the deck, 

parking areas, garbage dumpsters, propane tanks and other outdoor accessories 

abutting residential properties;  

6. That the owner maintain the landscape areas in the Shore Impact Zone; 

7. That the owner obtain a Pelican River Watershed District Permit prior to issuance 

of a building permit;  

8. That the owner provide the City with a landscape plan that is approved by City 

staff; 

9. That the owner sign a Stormwater Facilities Maintenance Agreement prior to 

issuance of a building permit; 

10. That the owner provide for the capture of rain water from the roof;  

 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks 

Erickson, and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 

0808A adopted. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, setting on 

public hearing for September 12, 2017 for the proposed vacation of the utility easement 

between Lots 1 and 2 of Block 2 of the North Industrial Park.  The motion for the 

adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson, and carried 

without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0808B adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council, and recommendation of the Community Development Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing for its second reading and adoption of 
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Ordinance No. 415 amending Section 4 of the Zoning Ordinance relative to General 

District Provisions.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 

was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried, 

without a dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of July, 2017 in the 

estimated construction value of $2,565,535.00 be issued pursuant to their applications 

accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 

having been recommended by the Building Official and approved by the Community 

Development Committee.  

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council at the Public Works Committee 

Meeting on August 7, 2017 the Committee heard from members of the 2018 Ice Harvest 

Committee that conversations are being held with the 2018 Saint Paul Winter Carnival 

members on the possibility of having the ice needed for the ice palace to be harvested 

from Detroit Lake with a smaller rendition of the ice palace to be also erected in Detroit 

Lakes.  Alderman Schurman noted more information will be shared at future Council 

meetings.  

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council at the Public Works Committee 

Meeting on August 7, 2017 the Committee had a discussion about the possibility of 

placing no parking signs on Pelican River Road and Stone Creek Drive.  After a short 

discussion it was decided to have City staff review all parking related rules, regulations 

and Ordinances and bring back to the Council recommendations to help address resident 

concerns.    

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, authorizing the Mayor and 

City Administrator to submit a grant application for the MN Highway Freight Program 

for the Kris Street/Randolph Road/County Hwy 54 Project.  The motion for adoption was 

seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 

declared Resolution 0808C adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman to approve the Agreement with the Marshmallow Foundation for the 

Operation of a City Pound for 2018-2019.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Voss 

and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, accepting a bid in the 

amount of $43,910.30 from Feldt Plumbing, LP for the Landing on Little Detroit.  The 

motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Voss and carried 

without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0808D adopted. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, authorizing the preparation 

of a preliminary engineering report for Street and Utility Improvements for Highland 

Estates (Spilman).  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 

Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 

Resolution 0808E adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, authorizing the preparation 

of a preliminary engineering report for Sanitary Sewer Improvements for West Lake 

Drive from County Road 6 to the Pelican River.  The motion for the adoption of the 

resolution was seconded by Alderman Voss and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor 

Brenk declared Resolution 0808F adopted. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman to approve the request from the Boys & Girls Club of Detroit Lakes 

to waive Pavilion rental fee Tuesday, September 19, 2017.  The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Voss, and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

 City Engineer Jon Pratt gave a status update of City Projects.  1) TH 10/59 

Frontage Road Improvements:  Project is substantially complete, some of the defective 

pavement on the City frontage roads will be replaced.  Schedule has not been determined.  

2) West Lake Drive Reconstruction and Multi-Use Trail – Legion Road to CSAH 6:  Met 

with the County to discuss various project development.  County will be taking the lead 

on easement acquisition.  City will work on preparing a cooperative agreement between 

the City and County.  Project construction is tentatively set for 2020.  Awarded $325,000 

of grant funding through MnDOT TA Funding.   3) Long Lake Annexation – Phase 3:  

Preliminary design and report are being developed.  Public information set for August 16, 

2017 at 5:30 PM. Construction for area 4A (north side) tentatively set for 2018.  Ultimate 

project will include extension of sewer and water utilities to north and west sides of Long 

Lake.  4) Long Bridge Heights – Phase 3:  Project complete.  Working on processing 

final payment.  Project included street and utility improvements for final phase of 

residential subdivision and water main looping to standpipe water tower.    5) Traffic 

Signal Study – TH 10/East Shore Drive/CSAH 54 and TH10/Kris Street/Randolph Road:  

City and MnDOT working on cooperative grant applications (three) to help fund 

Randolph Road and Kris Street costs.  Currently the proposed improvements include a 

new signal at TH 10/East Shore Drive and modification to the existing signal at TH 10/ 

Randolph/Kris Street (will be a 3/4 intersection and stop signs on Randolph).  

Improvements to Randolph Road will also be needed.  Project is tentatively scheduled for 

2020.  6) North TH/Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Improvements:  Contractor working 

on installation of sewer and water infrastructure along TH 59.  Project is approximately 

20% complete.  Had to relocate lift station further north due to unsuitable soils in wetland 

areas along TH 59.  7) Long Pines Estates – Street and Utility Improvements:  

Underground utilities are mostly complete with exception of some storm sewer.  

Longview Drive should be pave this week and reopened to traffic.  Project will be 

substantially complete within two weeks.  8)  The Landing on Little Detroit - Sanitary 
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Sewer and Watermain Improvements:  Bids were taken in late July.  Consider awarding 

construction contract to Feldt Plumbing.  Developer initiated project will include a 6 lot 

residential PUD adjacent to West Lake Drive.   

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 

vote to accept the July 2017 City Engineers Report. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Mary Killoran & Kenny Ellis to rope 

off the public beach in front of the Pavilion to be used exclusively for a wedding 

ceremony on Saturday, August 19, 2017 (They have the Pavilion rented for the Wedding 

Reception.) 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Fargo Marathon, Inc. to hold the 

Zorbaz Dog Run in conjunction with the Dick Beardsley Marathon and close various 

streets Monday, September 4, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Fargo Marathon, Inc. to hold the Dick 

Beardsley Lakeshirts Bike Race and close various streets Thursday, September 7, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Fargo Marathon, Inc. to change the 

routes for the full marathon and 10K for the 22nd Annual Dick Beardsley Run on 

Saturday, September 9, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request from Sanford Health to permit Jonny’s, LLC to 

serve as the preferred food vendor for their staff celebration at the City Park on August 

10, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote to grant authorization for City Clerk Glori French to attend the Municipal 

Clerks Advanced Academy on September 21-22, 2017 in Owatonna, MN. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a 

dissenting vote to grant authorization for Finance Officer Pamela Slifka to attend the 
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Minnesota Government Finance Officers Association 2017 Annual Conference on 

September 27-29, 2017 in Alexandria, MN. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson 

and carried without a dissenting vote that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, 

submitted by Finance Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be 

in the amount of $18,548,303.77 as of July 31, 2017, be accepted, approved and placed 

on file. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Marks Erickson, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims 

paid by proper authorization covering the period of July 12, 2017 through August 8, 

2017, in the amount of $5,626,332.77.   The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 

seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 

declared Resolution 0808G adopted. 

 

Alderman Boeke informed the Council, a discussion took place at the August 7, 

2017 Public Safety Committee Meeting that a letter was received by the City regarding 

excessive speeding on North Shore Drive.  Alderman Boeke noted, the Detroit Lakes 

Police Department will look into the matter.   

  

Upon to the recommendation of the Police Civil Service Commission, a motion 

was made by Alderman Boeke appointing Officer Dylan Jensen to the Detroit Lakes 

Police Department.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried 

without a dissenting vote.    Alderman Boeke noted Officer Jensen will be starting on 

September 11, 2017 and will be given the Oath of Office at the September 12, 2017 

Council Meeting.   

 

Alderman Boeke appeared before the Council and gave an update on the process 

of a Joint Law Enforcement Center with Becker County.   Alderman Boeke noted the ad-

hoc committee with be touring the Fergus Falls and Alexandria Police Departments 

Thursday, August 10, 2017 and will share information about the visit at a future meeting.   

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, not authorizing a cash donation to the Detroit Lakes Jaycees 

for the third annual Detroit Lakes Rib Fest.   Alderman Marks Erickson noted, the City of 

Detroit Lakes does other “in-kind donations” to the Jaycees throughout the year.    

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a Permit to Consume to Mary 

Killoran & Kenny Ellis for their wedding reception at the Pavilion on Saturday, August 

19, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 
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was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special intoxicating liquor license 

for Hunter Investments, LLC dba Hub 41 to sell and serve intoxicating liquor in 

designated areas at the Kent Freeman Arena on August 10, 2017, in conjunction with the 

Lakes Crisis & Resource Center Auction, pursuant to their application and fee. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a temporary intoxicating liquor 

license for the Detroit Lakes Jaycees to sell and serve intoxicating liquor in designated 

areas at the Pavilion on October 6, 2017, in conjunction with the Stag, pursuant to their 

application and fee. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by Holy Rosary 

to hold a raffle at the Holy Rosary Church, 1043 Lake Avenue on August 20, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by 

Marshmallow Foundation to hold a raffle at Zorbaz, 402 West Lake Drive on August 25, 

2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by Holy Rosary 

to hold a raffle at the Holy Rosary Church, 1043 Lake Avenue on August 27, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried 

without a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by Lakes Area 

Imagination Library to hold a raffle at the Shorewood Pub, 1743 Long Bridge Road on 

October 6, 2017. 

 

 Public Utilities General Manager Vernell Roberts appeared before the Council 

and shared with the Council the proposed timeline for the Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Construction Project.  Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman, authorizing the advertisement for bids for the 

Wastewater Treatment Facility.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Schurman and 

carried without a dissenting vote.  

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission a motion was made 

by Alderman Zeman, authorizing the Member Renewable Resource Agreement with 

Missouri Basin Municipal Power Agency and Western Minnesota Municipal Power 
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Agency. The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 

vote.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Boeke 

and carried, without a dissenting vote, that the July Nuisance Monthly Report, the July 

Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, the July Animal Control Report, the July 

Police Chief’s Report, the July Fire Chief’s Report, the July Parking Violations Monthly 

Report of $100, the June 2017 Becker County Court Report of $4912.59, and the July 

Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly Report be approved and placed on file.  

  

 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-

appointing Josh Hochgraber to the DLCCC Board.  This will Mr. Hochgraber’s third 3-

year term. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried, without a dissenting vote, 

appointing Janine Schneider to the Library Board.  This will Ms. Schneiders’ first 3-year 

term.  She replaced Mike Stearns on the Board. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-

appointing Rick Kittelson to the Library Board.  This will Mr. Kittelson’s second 3-year 

term. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman 

Zeman, seconded by Alderman Boeke and carried, without a dissenting vote, re-

appointing Linda Shell to the Library Board.  This will Ms. Shell’s second 3-year term. 

 

 Mayor Brenk announced the Detroit Lakes Fire Department Street Dance 

featuring 32 Below is Friday, August 11, 2017 on West Lake Drive; Gates open at 7:00 

PM.   

 

 Mayor Brenk announced the Long Lake Phase 4A - Open House will be August 

16, 2017, 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM with a presentation at 6:00 PM in the Council Chambers of 

the City Administration Building. 

 

 Mayor Brenk announced Eric Bergren is retiring after 24 years of service with the 

Detroit Lakes Police Department.  All are invited to his retirement party on August 23rd 

from 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the DLPD Garage. 

 

 Mayor Brenk announced there will be a Planning/Zoning Workshop for all 

Council and Planning Commission Members on August 29, 2017 at 12:00 PM in the 

Council Chambers.  (Please note:  A quorum of the Council may be present at this 

workshop.) 
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 Mayor Brenk announced the 2018 Budget Committee Meeting Schedule (Please 

note:  A quorum of the Council may be present at these meetings.) 

 
Thursday, August 3, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Tuesday, August 15, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Thursday, August 17, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Tuesday, August 29, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Thursday, August 31, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM (if needed) 

Friday, September 8, 2017 – 7:00AM – 8:30 AM (if needed) 

 

 Mayor Brenk announced the next Joint Governance meeting will be October 3, 

2017 hosted by Becker County 

 

 There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, the Mayor 

adjourned the meeting (6:35 PM).  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Glori French, City Clerk 


