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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

       July 11, 2017 

 

 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 

Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, July 11, 2017; all members of 

the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; City Attorney Charlie Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; 

Community Development Director Larry Remmen; Fire Chief Scott 

Flynn; Assistant Fire Chief Todd George; Police Chief Steven Todd; 

Liquor Store Manager Randy Buhr and Public Works Director Brad 

Green  

 

            Aldermen: Boeke, Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss, 

Wenner and Zeman 

 

 Absent: None. 

    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held June 13, 2017 a motion was made by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman 

Zeman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the minutes would 

stand approved.   

 

Chief Steven Todd presented Ms. Season Ferguson with a Lifesaving Award for 

her actions on May 28, 2017 in the 1300 block of Lake Avenue.   

 

Donor Services Officer Tom McSparron with West Central Initiative appeared 

before the Council and gave a short presentation and announced it is West Central 

Initiatives 31th anniversary.  Mr. McSparron thanked the City for their partnership and 

endowments totaling $168,000.  West Central Initiative’s commitment is to continue to 

listen to the City regarding ideas and opportunities that are important to the City.  West 

Central Initiative understands the important emphasize with creation and retention of 

quality jobs, community development, technology and programs for children.         

 

Mayor Brenk introduced Senior Attorney/Lobbyist Elizabeth Wefel with Flarety 

Hood appeared on behalf of the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC).  Wefel 

informed the Council on the 2017 Legislative outcomes.   After a legislative session that 

extended to a three-day “special session,” there were ultimately mixed results for Greater 

Minnesota issues.  Local Government Aid (LGA) was a top priority, CGMC hit the 

ground running and immediately started drumming up support for an LGA increase and 

helped draft legislation.  At the end of the “special session, the Governor and Legislature 

agreed to a $15 million permanent increase in LGA, including the formula fixes proposed 

by the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities.   While the increase is certainly better than 

a frozen funding year, it was disappointing that the Legislature did not find the will to 
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fully restore LGA to its 2002 level despite the significant budget surplus.  Ms. Wefel 

noted a bright spot in this year’s tumultuous session was the passage of a $987 million 

bonding bill.  The CGMC had two main bonding priorities; clean water infrastructure and 

the Greater Minnesota Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) Grant 

Program.  The final bonding bill included nearly $117 million for water infrastructure 

programs and $12 million for BDPI.   Wefel noted the entire Legislative Session Report 

can be found at www.greatermncities.org.   

 

Wefel invited Council to the CGMC Summer Conference, August 2-4, 2017 in Fergus 

Falls, MN and the CGMC Fall Conference, November 16-17 in Alexandria, MN. 

 

 Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper and mailed to 

each of the known property owners, Mayor Brenk called a Public Hearing to order at 5:25 

PM to hear public comments for a vacation of Right-of-Way of Boulder Circle. 

 

Community Development Director Larry Remmen appeared before the Council and 

informed the Council the City received a request to vacate the right of way of Boulder 

Circle in the Plat of Stonebrook Addition as the developer would like to build a 55 unit 

apartment building.  Remmen noted staff has reviewed the request and recommends 

approval of the vacation.   

 

Eric Gunderson, Owner/Developer of Stonebrook Apartment LLP, appeared before the 

Council an offered history on the Stonebrook Apartment Complex that currently sits with 

two buildings and plan is to build one more building that will have 55 units.   Gunderson   

noted the market has changed the original concept of the complex to more one bedroom 

and efficiencies rather than three bedroom units.   Gunderson informed the Council of 

feedback he has received from residents and area neighbors that more green space is 

requested along with more off street parking and other amenities.  Gunderson noted with 

the feedback he has received the proposed 55 unit building will be twenty six (26) one 

bedroom units and nine (9) efficiencies these units include double stall garages.  This 

phase of development will also include sixty two (62) open space parking spots and 

fourteen (14) overflow parking spots that can be shared by all buildings in complex.   

 

Alderman Schurman asked for clarification of the current ordinance related to parking 

requirements.   Community Development Director Larry Remmen informed the Council 

the current ordinance requires 1 ½ spaces per unit.  Remmen noted the Stonebrook 

Apartment Complex with the proposed third building, the parking spots would be closer 

to three spaces per unit.     

 

Eric Gunderson, Owner/Developer of Stonebrook Apartment LLP, noted the intent with 

the request to vacate Boulder Circle would allow residents of all three buildings to have 

more off street parking.       

 

Alderman Zeman shared he has received several complaints from neighbors of the 

apartment buildings about the number of cars, boats and work vehicles that are always 

parked on the street which is a concern for safety.  Alderman Zeman noted he does not 

http://www.greatermncities.org/
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feel there is enough off street parking as a lot of the garages are not used for parking but 

rather used to store household items.  

 

Alderman Zeman expressed concern for the neighborhood as the original “Plat” even 

though it was zoned as an R-3 would be mixed unit development.   Alderman Zeman 

asked that this vacation request go to the Planning Commission.     

 

Ben Weekley, 313 Canyon Boulevard, appeared before the Council and expressed 

concern with the Stonebrook Apartment Plans because of the parking issue and having 

apartment residents always parking on the streets instead of the apartment parking lots.   

Mr Weekley noted when he bought his property he had been assured the neighborhood 

would be single family residences with covenant restrictions and that is not the case.   

Weekley noted he does not feel the Stonebrook Apartment Developers have enough land 

to build a 55 unit apartment building without the vacation of Boulder Circle and feels the 

City should not vacate the public road right of way.  Mr. Weekley asked City staff, 

Planning Commission and the Developer to meet with the neighborhood to hear and see 

their concerns and to come up with an acceptable plan for all parties.      

 

Cleo Johnson, 328 Canyon Boulevard, appeared before the Council and requested to have 

handouts or information shared with the neighborhood before the meeting, so they could 

come prepared.  Johnson expressed concern with the decisions that have been made about 

the development of her neighborhood.   Johnson requested the Council to vote no on the 

request to vacate of the right of way of Boulder Circle.    

 

Albert and Alice Kiehl, 1119 Riverview Road, appeared before the Council and 

expressed concern with the cars being parked on both sides of the street, for safety 

concerns and also expressed concern with the thistles, weeds, tall grass and garbage on 

the undeveloped portion of the property. 

 

Ordean Honrud, 223 Stone Creek Drive, appeared before the Council and expressed 

concern with the safety issue with the amount of cars always parked on the street on both 

sides.  

 

There being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:55 PM and 

reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Alderman Voss asked the question why this vacation request did not have to go before 

the Planning Commission.  Community Development Director Larry Remmen informed 

the Council the Stonebrook Property is zoned R-3 (multi-family residence) the proposal 

meets all of the requirements that are currently in place, so when a developer comes in 

with a proposal/plan that meets all the requirements the proposal/plan does not need to go 

before the Planning Commission for approval.    

 

Community Development Director Larry Remmen noted the City Council is being asked 

to consider a vacation of a road that is not currently built and does not exist only 

illustrated on a Plat and the Council will need to decide if it is in the public interest to 
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either keep the road for possible construction in the future or vacate it and allow a 

development to be built and allow it to close.     

 

Alderman Zeman suggested to have the parking ordinance revisited and changed to help 

eliminate the parking problem.  Alderman Zeman also noted he wishes to see this area of 

town as a mix housing area and not having all apartment buildings on this side of town or 

area.   Alderman Zeman stated he would like to see the Developers take this plan to the 

Planning Commission even though that is not required.   

 

Alderman Wenner asked the question if Boulder Circle Road is not vacated will the 

proposed plan fit on the property.   Eric Gunderson, Owner/Developer of Stonebrook 

Apartment LLP noted yes but the layout would be different.   Alderman Wenner stated if 

the Council does not vote to vacate the road and the developer builds the apartment 

building you could end up with a jigsaw puzzle of parking, the proposed plan is trying to 

create more parking spots with the intention to get cars off the street.    

 

Alderman Sukke stated the original developer had a plan for the property, but did not 

implement the plan and sold the property the new developer has the right to build a 

building that meets all the current requirements of the R-3 zoning.   Sukke noted it is 

unfortunate, that not all residents in the neighborhood will be happy and that all cars will 

be kept off the street but at this time that is not the case.    

 

Alderman Voss expressed concern that it seems like each time when a project is proposed 

a request for a variance, conditional use, vacation or something is involved and the 

Council is granting the requests.   

 

Community Development Director Larry Remmen stated a variance was requested and 

granted when construction of the first apartment building was made because it was 

located within 200 feet of the Pelican River.   

 

Alderman Boeke asked the question can no parking signs be installed on the street if the 

vacation of Boulder Circle is approved.  Community Development Director Larry 

Remmen stated if the Council decides it is a safety concern yes no parking signs could be 

installed on one side or both sides of the street.   

 

Brent Kuhn, Owner/Developer of Stonebrook Apartment LLP, appeared before the 

Council and noted his team would be willing to discuss putting no parking signs on the 

street.  Mayor Brenk clarified the action to put no parking signs on a city street would be 

a Council decision.    

 

Alderman Marks Erickson stated a concern of the neighborhood was the way the plan 

showed the entering and exiting into the apartment complex and requested the Developer 

to maybe look at a different way of encouraging the apartment residents to travel and not 

head down the single family street as often and have the green space toward the single 

family homes.    Alderman Marks Erickson did state the Developer does do quality work 
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and that is not the issue, the way the plan is laid out could have a potential detrimental 

effect on the neighborhood.  

 

Eric Gunderson, Owner/Developer of Stonebrook Apartment LLP, stated this is just the 

initial plan and yes they will take into consideration ideas and would be open to meet 

with the neighborhood.     

 

Alderman Josephson stated the City has ordinances in place and the Council has a plan 

before them that does not require a variance, yes the developer is asking for a vacation of 

a road that has not been constructed yet.  Alderman Josephson stated he does not see any 

reason to deny the request, the parking on the street is a City issue.       

 

A resolution was introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved for its adoption 

authorizing vacating the Right-of-Way of Boulder Circle.  The motion for adoption of the 

resolution was seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried with five (5) yes votes 

(Wenner, Sukke, Boeke, Schurman and Josephson) and three (3) dissenting votes (Marks 

Erickson, Voss and Zeman) (Alderman Imholte abstained).  Mayor Brenk declared the 

Resolution 0711A adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to notice having been mailed to Laurel Carlson, 327 Elizabeth Street, 

Detroit Lakes, MN, that a public hearing would be held to revoke the rental registration 

for 327 Elizabeth Street.   Mayor Brenk called the Hearing to order at 6:30 PM.  Code 

Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath appeared before the Council and gave a report on 

the findings of the rental inspection that had been completed on May 2, 2017, and 

updated the Council on the Zoning Ordinance violation also for the property, as well as 

several construction projects have been completed at the address without proper building 

permits.   Gurath noted the property at 327 Elizabeth Street is located in an “R-2” District 

which requires two family dwellings to have at a minimum of 12,000 square feet per lot, 

this property is under the requirement to have multiple dwellings.    Laurel Carlson, 

property owner lives on the property in a separate dwelling as well as a tenant that lives 

in a separate dwelling on the property.   

 

 Laurel Carlson, 325 Elizabeth Street, appeared before the Council and requested the 

Council to reconsider the Rental Registration Revocation at 327 Elizabeth Street.  

Carlson noted the property has been a rental for many years before she purchased the 

property in 1977 and has rented it out each year since, receiving a Rental Certificate from 

the City each year.  Carlson stated the rental unit is not a garage there is no access from 

the garage to the unit.  The unit was built onto the back of the garage.  Carlson stated she 

has done several improvements and is willing to correct the items that failed during the 

rental inspection.  Carlson noted she was unware that building permits were required 

from the City for improvements to the property.  Carlson stated she is reliant on the 

income from the rental units.   Carlson stated the renter at 327 Elizabeth Street has been 

renting the unit for six years and would like to continue living in the unit.       

 

Brian Fraser, 327 Elizabeth Street, appeared before the Council and requested to Council 

to reconsider the Rental Registration Revocation.  Fraser has been living in the property 
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for six years and stated he is able to fix many of the code violations and does not want to 

move.   Fraser stated the zoning ordinance that is being referred too does not go back to 

when the property was built.   

 

City Attorney Charlie Ramstad updated the Council on the term legal Non-Conforming 

Use, stating if the use of  a piece of property was legal at the time prior to the adoption of 

the zoning ordinance the City then does not have the right to enforce the zoning 

ordinance.   Ramstad stated if Laurel Carlson can present proof of legal evidence the 

“use” of the accessory building was used as a rental prior to 1968 when the zoning 

ordinance went into effect, the Council then could decide to allow that “use” of the 

accessory structure.  

 

Alderman Voss asked the question who has been the rental inspector prior to Pricilla 

Gurath being hired.  City Administrator Kelcey Klemm stated prior to the hiring of the 

Code Compliance Official, the property owner completed a rental registration 

application, and with the different property addresses it was not picked up on that three 

applications were for one property.   Klemm noted the Rental Inspection was initiated out 

of a complaint the City received about a person living in the garage.   Prior to the hiring 

of Pricilla all rental inspections were complaint driven and done by the Building Official, 

now all registered rental properties will be inspected over a three year period.   

 

Jay and Beth Olness, property owners of  329 Elizabeth Street and 324 Langford Street, 

appeared before the Council and stated they own the properties on both sides of the 327 

Elizabeth Street property and have contacted the City with safety concerns before 

regarding the property and are happy the City is doing something about the illegal use of 

the garage.  

 

Building Official Dave Neisen stated some of the code violations cannot be fixed by the 

tenant, they legally will need to be completed by licensed contractors and then inspected.  

 

There being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 6:45 PM and 

reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Alderman Imholte stated it is a tough situation with no easy decision.   One of the reasons 

the Code Compliance Official was hired was to make sure rental properties are up to code 

by enforcing the ordinances and codes.    

 

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm clarified the request to “grandfather” would apply 

only to the zoning of the property for the non-conforming use, not the rental code 

violations, health life and safety violations cannot be grandfathered.  

 

Mayor Brenk clarified if Laurel Carlson can present acceptable evidence the property was 

used as a rental prior to 1968 then the Council could reconsider the rental registration 

revocation, and if all the code violations have been corrected and approved.     
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Alderman Voss expressed deep concern for the property owner and renter of the property.  

 

Alderman Imholte stated City staff should look into Community Organizations and the 

Housing Authority that may be able to help provide assistance to the property owner and 

renter.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Imholte to revoke the rental registration for 327 

Elizabeth Street effective December 31, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Alderman 

Zeman and carried with one dissenting vote (Voss). 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 

variance request to allow a 14x34.5 foot deck with a 60 foot setback from the Ordinary 

High Water Mark at 1624 Long Bridge Road (Brian Clark & Barb Molberg) with the 

following conditions:  

 

1. That the walkway attached to the deck be removed and replaced with a deck 

or pervious surface;   

 

2. That the property owner provide on-site stormwater treatment for the 

impervious surface coverage on the lot that is in excess of 25 percent; 

 
The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte, and 

carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0711E adopted. 

 

Ojibwe Forests Rally Manager Jonathan Atkins appeared before the Council to 

provide information and the safety plan relative to the Muscatell Ojibwe Forests Rally.  

Upon the recommendations from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Jonathan Atkins for a Special Event 

Permit to hold the Muscatell Ojibwe Forests Rally on August 26, 2017 from 7:00 AM to 

10:30 PM  

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council, a motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing for its second 

reading and adoption of Ordinance No. 414 amending Section 20 of the Zoning 

Ordinance rezoning 303 Holmes Street West from “R-3” Multi-Family Residential 

District to “B-1” Central Business District.   The motion was seconded by Alderman 

Imholte and carried with one dissenting vote (Marks Erickson). 

 

 Alderman Boeke stated the Public Safety Committee had discussions regarding 

amending the City’s Tobacco Ordinance, more information will be obtained and will be 

brought back to the Public Safety Committee at a future date. 
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 Pursuant to notice having been mailed to Ed Glander, 1058 Campbell Avenue, 

Detroit Lakes, MN, a hearing would be held to receive public comment for the 

consideration to the issuance of an abatement of nuisance at 1058 Campbell Avenue.   

Mayor Brenk called the Hearing to order at 7:17 PM.  

 

Code Compliance Official Priscilla Gurath appeared before the Council and presented the 

findings of the nuisance inspection and recommend the abatement of 1058 Campbell 

Avenue.  

 

There being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 7:20 PM and 

reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Zeman, seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried 

without a dissenting vote declaring the property at 1058 Campbell Avenue a nuisance and 

hereby orders the nuisance to be abated in 30 days and the costs of the abatement shall be 

assessed to the property as a service fee.   

 

 Mayor Brenk adjourned the meeting for short recess at 7:28 PM and reconvened 

the Regular Council Meeting at 7:30 PM.   

 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council, and recommendation of the Community Development Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Zeman introducing for its first reading of Ordinance No. 

415 amending Section 4 of the Zoning Ordinance relative to General District Provisions.  

The motion was seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 

final plat of Village Estates (DTN Investments).  The motion for the adoption of the 

resolution was seconded by Alderman Imholte, and carried without a dissenting vote.  

Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0711B adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 

final plat of Long Pines Estates (Nugget Investments).  The motion for the adoption of 

the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke, and carried without a dissenting vote.  

Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0711C adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Zeman, who moved its adoption, approving the 

final plat of Dorff Estates.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded 

by Alderman Boeke, and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 

Resolution 0711D adopted. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a motion 

was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried, 

without a dissenting vote, that the building permits for the month of May, 2017 in the 

estimated construction value of $2,371,070.00 and for the month of June, 2017 in the 

estimated construction value of $3,177,953.00 be issued pursuant to their applications 

accompanied by the required City fees and State surcharges, the issuance of such permits 

having been recommended by the Building Official and approved by the Community 

Development Committee.  

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council discussions took place at the Public 

Works Committee Meeting regarding sign placement of the no parking signs on 

McKinley Avenue.  City staff will work with the City Engineer to determine if signs are 

necessary.  

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council there will be a public information 

meeting regarding the Long Lake Phase 4 Utility Extension Project on August 16, 2017, 

5:30 PM to 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, accepting a report and 

setting a public hearing on August 8, 2017 at 5:00 PM on the improvements of concrete 

curb, gutter, approaches and sidewalks for 2017.  The motion for the adoption of the 

resolution was seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting vote.  

Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0711F adopted. 

 

 City Engineer Jon Pratt gave a status update of City Projects.  1) TH 10/59 

Frontage Road Improvements:  Project is substantially complete, some of the defective 

pavement on the City frontage roads will be replaced.  Schedule has not been determined.  

2) West Lake Drive Reconstruction and Multi-Use Trail – Legion Road to CSAH 6:  Met 

with the County to discuss various project development.  County will be taking the lead 

on easement acquisition.  City will work on preparing a cooperative agreement between 

the City and County.  Project construction is tentatively set for 2020.  Awarded $325,000 

of grant funding through MnDOT TA Funding.   3) Long Lake Annexation – Phase 3:  

Preliminary design and report are being developed.  Construction for area 4A (north side) 

tentatively set for 2018.  Ultimate project will include extension of sewer and water 

utilities to north and west sides of Long Lake.  4) Long Bridge Heights – Phase 3:  

Project complete.  Working on processing final payment.  Project included street and 

utility improvements for final phase of residential subdivision and water main looping to 

standpipe water tower.    5) Traffic Signal Study – TH 10/East Shore Drive/CSAH 54 and 

TH10/Kris Street/Randolph Road:  MnDOT has secured grant funds to assist in paying 

for the City's portion of the East Shore/TH 10 signal system.  Staff met with MnDOT to 

have further discussion about scope of Randolph Road improvements and City/MnDOT 

Cost participation.  Also talking with MnDOT about potential state grant funds to assist 

with Randolph Road improvement costs.  Currently the proposed improvements include a 

new signal at TH 10/East Shore Drive and modification to the existing signal at TH 10/ 
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Randolph/Kris Street (will be a 3/4 intersection and stop signs on Randolph).  

Improvements to Randolph Road will also be needed.  Project is tentatively scheduled for 

2020.  6) North TH/Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Improvements:  Construction began 

on 7/5.  Initial work will include dewatering set-up and installation of sewer and water 

through wetland area north of Willow Springs.  7) Long Pines Estates – Street and Utility 

Improvements:  Construction is underway.  Temporary bypass road has been established 

to provide access to Longview Lane/Drive and Long Lake Park.  8)  The Landing on 

Little Detroit - Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Improvements:  Design is complete.  

Consider approving plans and authorizing solicitation of quotes.  Developer initiated 

project will include a 6 lot residential PUD adjacent to West Lake Drive.   

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 

vote to accept the June 2017 City Engineers Report. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Imholte and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request for funds and accepting a grant of $4642 from Becker County 

Energize for two water bottle filling stations near the Rec Center and Public Beach.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 

carried, without a dissenting vote approving the requests submitted from the Detroit 

Lakes Chamber of Commerce to use the area in front of the Kent Freeman Arena for WE 

Fest Shuttle bus parking and use Peoples  Park Lot for overflow parking and to block off 

up to ten (10) parking spaces on the east side of the 800 block of Washington Avenue in 

front of Norby’s Department Store for a bus drop-off/pick during August 3-5, 2017.   

 

Upon the recommendations of the Public Works Committee a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried, without a 

dissenting vote approving the purchase of a replacement Case 821G T4 Loader from 

Titan Machinery per Minnesota State Contract #115217 for $177,599.00. This purchase 

is a budgeted item. 

 

Upon the recommendations of the Public Works Committee a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried, without a 

dissenting vote approving the purchase of a replacement Toro Workman MDX from MTI 

Distributing per Minnesota State Contract #119042 for $10,693.96. This purchase is a 

budgeted item. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license for the Cornfield 

Cafe allowing them to sell food products from a concessions trailer at BTD on July 26, 

2017 pursuant to their application, surety bond and fees. 
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Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license’s for Gary Cox 

allowing him to sell WE Fest tickets at 1575 West Lake Drive; August 2-5, 2017, 

pursuant to his application, surety bond and fees.   

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license’s for Mike 

Chandler allowing him to sell WE Fest tickets at 1377 West Lake Drive and 1042 

Highway 59 South; August 2-5, 2017, pursuant to his application, surety bond and fees.   

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by the DL Chamber for a Special Event 

Permit to block off Washington Avenue, from Front Street to Frazee Street and Holmes 

Street from the alley by Goin’ Postal to the alley by Toy Finders on Tuesday, August 8, 

2017, from 5:00 AM to 8:00 PM for Crazy Daze 2017 and approval to their request to 

have the Public Works Department place six picnic tables downtown, in two locations to 

be determined. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Go Far Events to hold the 5th Annual 

Zorbaz Beer Run and close various streets Saturday, September 2, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Fargo Marathon, Inc. to hold the 22nd 

Annual Dick Beardsley Run and close various streets Saturday, September 9, 2017.  

(They have also rented the Pavilion from September 7-10). 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request submitted by Holy Rosary Church to hold the Holy 

Rosary Community Festival and close Lake Avenue (south for Holy Rosary to Frazee 

Street) on Sunday, August 20, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote approving the request made by Crystal Sundstrom to have more three 

dogs at 1123 Campbell Avenue.  

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 
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dissenting vote approving the request made by Malinda Fudge to have three dogs at 424 

Central Street West.  

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council the family of Harold (Smokey) and 

Doris Johnson donated a park bench to be placed along the Holmes Street Trail.  

 

Alderman Wenner announced that all Council members are invited to the Detroit 

Country Club on July 27 at 5:30 PM to review their Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

Alderman Wenner informed Council the City Attorney is drafting the American 

Legion Campground Management Agreement.  Alderman Imholte suggested the 

agreement be for shorter than five years due to the possible future development of West 

Lake Drive. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson 

and carried without a dissenting vote that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, 

submitted by Finance Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be 

in the amount of $17,550,114.71 as of June 30, 2017, be accepted, approved and placed 

on file. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid 

by proper authorization covering the period of June 14, 2017 through July 11, 2017, in 

the amount of $2,463,074.29.   The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 

seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk 

declared Resolution 0711G adopted. 

  

Upon to the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Boeke introducing for its second reading and adoption Ordinance No. 413 

amending Section 301 of the City Code amending the closing times of the City parks and 

City beach.  Alderman Josephson noted after discussions held at the Public Safety 

Committee Meeting the proposed times of the closing for all City Parks will be 10:30 PM 

and the proposed closing time for the City Beach will be 2:00 AM.   Alderman Josephson 

noted the request is coming for the Police Department to help equip  the Police Officers 

with consistent closing times and to help reduce the vandalism that is happening in the 

City Parks.   The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a 

dissenting vote.   

 

Alderman Boeke appeared before the Council and gave an update on the process 

of a Joint Law Enforcement Center with Becker County.  He said the ad-hoc committee 

with be touring area Police Departments in August.  

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without 

a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license 

for the Sandbar II to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor at the Becker County 



July 11, 2017 

  Page 13 

Fairgrounds for the Becker County Fair, July 27-29, 2017, pursuant to their application 

and fee. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without 

a dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor 

license for the Detroit Lakes Jaycees to sell and serve intoxicating liquor in designated 

areas on West Lake Drive for the DLFD Street Dance on August 11, 2017, pursuant to 

their application and fee. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without 

a dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by United Trail and 

Lake Riders Association to hold a raffle at the Shorewood Pub, 1743 Long Bridge Road 

on February 18, 2018. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Utilities Commission a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Sukke, who moved its adoption, authorizing the submission of a 

Point Source Implementation Grant Application to the Minnesota Public Facilities 

Authority and to authorize City Officials to execute a Grant Agreement on behalf of the 

City of Detroit Lakes for the Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project.  The 

motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor 

Brenk declared Resolution 0711 adopted. 

 

 Alderman Wenner introduced a resolution, who moved its adoption, authorizing 

the submission of a Federal Aviation Administration Grant Application for the Airport 

Runway Expansion Project.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried 

without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0711H adopted. 

 

 A motion was made by Alderman Wenner to transfer Tract 3 from the City to the 

Airport.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting 

vote.   

 

 A motion was made by Alderman Wenner to sell Tract 17 from the City to the 

Airport.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Zeman and carried without a dissenting 

vote.   

 

A motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson 

and carried, without a dissenting vote, that the May 2017 Becker County Court Report of 

$9072.89, the June Police Chief’s Report, the June Fire Chief’s Report, the June Animal 

Control Report, the June Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly Report, the June Nuisance 

Monthly Report, the June Parking Violations Monthly Report of $300, and the June 

Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, be approved and placed on file.  
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 A motion was made by Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Josephson 

and carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses through 

December 31, 2017:  

 

Plumbing Licenses: 

Roehl’s Plumbing 

 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, the Mayor 

adjourned the meeting (7:55 PM).  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Glori French, City Clerk 


