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       Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

       June 13, 2017 

 

 The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order in the Council 

Chambers of the City Administration Building at 5:00 PM, June 13, 2017; all members of 

the City Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

 Present: Mayor Matt Brenk; City Administrator Kelcey Klemm; City Clerk 

Glori French; Finance Officer Pam Slifka; City Attorney Charlie 

Ramstad; City Engineer Jon Pratt; Assistant Fire Chief Todd George; 

Fire Chief Scott Flynn; Police Chief Steven Todd; Liquor Store 

Manager Randy Buhr and Parks Supervisor Tom Gulon  

 

            Aldermen: Imholte, Josephson, Marks Erickson, Schurman, Sukke, Voss and 

Wenner 

 

 Absent: Boeke and Zeman 

    

There being no corrections to the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting 

held May 9, 2017 a motion was made by Alderman Imholte, seconded by Alderman 

Schurman and carried, without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared the minutes 

would stand approved.   

 

Mayor Brenk administered the Oath of Office to Police Officer Jason Schanthorst.   

 

Mayor Brenk administered the Oath of Office to Volunteer Fire Fighters Jarrod 

Althoff, Derek Simpson and Todd Goodwin.  They completed their probationary 

membership with the Detroit Lakes Fire Department on May 23, 2017. 

 

Mayor Matt Brenk introduced Tracee Bruggeman from Brady Martz Certified 

Public Accountants and Consultants, who reported on the audit of the 2016 Financial 

Statements.  She thanked the City of Detroit Lakes for hiring Brady Martz to do the 

financial audit.   Ms. Bruggeman noted the City received an unmodified opinion which is 

the same opinion the City received in 2015.   Ms. Bruggeman noted the opinion of Brady 

Martz is that the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the respective 

financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major 

fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Detroit Lakes, as of 

December 31, 2016, and the respective changes in financial position and, where 

applicable, cash flows, thereof, and the respective budgetary comparisons for the General 

Fund and the Development Authority Fund for the year that ended in accordance with 

accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.   The assets 

and deferred outflows of resources of the City exceeded the liabilities and deferred 

inflows of resource at the close of the fiscal year by $112,274,152.  Of this amount, 

$21,516,241 maybe used to meet the government’s ongoing obligations to citizens and 

creditors.   As of the close of the current fiscal year, the City’s governmental funds 
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reported a combined ending fund balance of $20,141,052, an increase of $4,014,225 over 

the prior year.  Approximately 67% of this amount, or $13,479,612, is restricted.  At the 

end of the current fiscal year, the unassigned fund balance for the General Fund was 

$2,629,890, or 45% of total general fund expenditures for the fiscal year.  The City of 

Detroit Lakes’ total debt increased by $1,538,404 during the current fiscal year.  The City 

issued $6,535,000 in new debt in 2016.  

 

Ms. Bruggeman reviewed the Independent Auditor’s Report on Minnesota Legal 

Compliance and noted no instances of noncompliance.  She also reviewed the 

Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 

Compliance and noted no instances of noncompliance.  Pursuant to the recommendations 

of the Finance Committee a motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by 

Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote, to accept and approve the audited 

2016 Financial Statement. 

 

 Pursuant to notice having been published in the official newspaper and mailed to 

each of the known property owners, Mayor Brenk called a Public Hearing to order at 5:12 

PM to hear public comments on vacating the west end of Lemmon Road. 

 

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm informed the Council the City received a request from 

Bob and Joyce Spilman for the vacation of the west end of Lemmon Road in conjunction 

of a proposed development in that area.    

 

City Engineer Jon Pratt appeared before the Council and reviewed a memorandum 

regarding the Engineer Review and Summary for the proposed Lemmon Road 

Realignment from Highland Drive to Randolph Road.   Mr. Pratt noted Apex Engineering 

has not identified any concerns with the proposed realignment of Lemon Road from an 

engineering perspective that would create any traffic or public safety concerns.  Mr. Pratt 

did point out that Lemon Road currently intersects Highland Drive about 70 feet to the 

north of the Intersection with Randolph Road, which is an undesirable and unsafe 

configuration that presents several traffic safety concerns.  The Vacation of the western 

portion of Lemmon Road would improve the safety concern.    

 

Alderman Imholte asked if the speed limit on the proposed Lemmon Road Realignment 

would change.  City Engineer Jon Pratt stated no, it would remain at the posted 30 mile 

per hour.  

 

Alderman Voss asked City Engineer Pratt if traffic counts had been conducted on the 

Intersection of Highland Drive and Randolph Road or a Study on the projected traffic.  

Engineer Pratt stated no traffic counts have been conducted.    

 

Alderman Voss asked is there an engineering preference to have the intersection stay as is 

or have the intersection change from Highland Drive to Randolph Road.  Engineer Jon 

Pratt noted the difference of the intersection would be a little tighter intersection spacing.     
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Alderman Imholte informed the Council a discussion at a Public Works Committee 

Meeting had taken place and the City will likely be doing some improvements to 

Randolph Road in the future.  Mr. Imholte noted Highland Drive is a City/Township 

Road and the City has not been informed of any plans the Township may have for 

improvements to Highland Drive.    

 

Ryan Swanson, 16418 Highland Drive, appeared before the Council and asked the 

question if the proposed Spilman Development is not approved, would the west end of 

Lemmon Road still be vacated.    Mayor Brenk clarified the request for the vacation of 

the west end of Lemmon Road is contingent on the proposed Spilman Development Plan 

being approved.   

 

Mr. Swanson, 16418 Highland Drive,  expressed concern with current proposed Spilman 

Development Plan having a driveway entering onto Highland Drive and would like to see 

two driveways one from Highland Drive and Randolph Road, to make it easier for area 

residents to travel between properties.     

 

Duane Lemmon, 28372 Lemmon Road, appeared before the Council and is concerned the 

drivers on Lemmon Road are not and will not obey the speed limit signs.   Mr. Lemmon 

also expressed fear once Lemmon Road is partially paved, and since it is a dead end 

street, he is going to see increased traffic which will result in more people turning around 

in his yard and would like to see some type of turnaround.   

 

Jeff Swanson, 28234 Lemon Road, appeared before the Council and expressed he is 

totally against vacating a portion of the Lemmon Road.  Mr. Swanson feels the request to 

shut down (vacate) the road is for all the wrong reasons.   Mr. Swanson feels once the 

improvements to Kris Street and Randolph Road are completed the traffic on Randolph 

Road will for sure increase.   

 

Brian Andring, 16265 Highland Drive, appeared before the Council and expressed 

concern with the vacation of the west end of Lemon Road and feels the better option 

would be to have the driveway on the north side of the proposed building onto Highland 

Drive.    

 

Marshall Lemmon, 28372 Lemmon Road, appeared before the Council and noted he has 

never seen a map of where the proposed building will be located, but feel a good location 

of the building would be toward the north end of the property, which would then create a 

buffer from Lemmon Road and the railroad tracks and also allow a better view of the 

lake.  

 

Scott Walz, Meadowland Surveying, on behalf of Bob and Joyce Spilman, appeared 

before the Council and asked the question if the driveway for the proposed project was to 

enter onto Highland Drive would the Developer be able to put a private approach from 

the Developers condo onto Randolph Road at the location shown.   City Administrator 

Kelcey Klemm answered that question with a yes.  
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There being no further comments, Mayor Brenk closed the hearing at 5:33 PM and 

reconvened the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Mayor Brenk read a letter  (Exhibit A) that was received by City Administrator Kelcey 

Klemm from Bob Spilman on June 13, 2017 to be given to the Mayor and Council 

Members at the June 13 Council Meeting.  The letter requested to have the public hearing 

for the vacation of the west end of Lemmon Road deferred and also defer action on the 

request for the conditional use permit to allow a 22 unit condominium at 16239 Highland 

Drive.     

 

Alderman Imholte commented he strongly objects to deferring action.  

 

 Mayor Brenk called the question if any Council Member wanted to make a motion to 

defer action on the resolution in the matter of vacating a public road which is the west 

end of Lemmon Road or to defer action on the conditional use permit to allow a three 

story 22 unit condominium in the shoreland district at 16239 Highland Drive.   No 

motion was made to defer action.   

 

Alderman Marks Erickson asked the question who pays the costs associated with the 

proposed Lemmon Road Realignment?  City Administrator Kelcey Klemm informed the 

Council the cost would be paid by the Developer.  

 

Alderman Voss asked the question if the road is put entering onto Highland Drive, would 

the same proposed building plan fit the property.   City Administrator Kelcey Klemm 

informed the Council that question would be hard to answer without seeing that plan.  

 

City Administrator Mr. Klemm noted Mr. Spilman came to a Public Works Committee 

Meeting a month ago and discussed with the Committee Members what preference the 

Committee had to the road location.  At that time the Committee had no preference.  Mr. 

Spilman was asked to submit a Plan.   

 

 A resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved for its adoption 

authorizing vacating the West End of Lemmon Road.  The motion for adoption of the 

resolution was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried with one dissenting vote 

(Marks Erickson).  Alderman Schurman abstained.  Mayor Brenk declared the Resolution 

0613 adopted. 

 

 Alderman Imholte asked City Administrator Kelcey Klemm to update the Council 

on the request for a conditional use permit to allow a 22 unit condominium at 16239 

Highland Drive.   Mr. Klemm noted the proposal has only one building in lieu of two 

buildings and the curvature of the road has been changed slightly.  City Administrator 

Klemm informed the Council a question was asked about the width of the driveway for 

fire protection accessibility.   Mr. Klemm noted in a private development there are no 

hard fast set rules, the width range from 16 feet to 20 feet driveways.  Fire Chief Scott  

Flynn appeared before the Council noting a fire truck is 8.5 feet wide with two 4 feet 

sides and about 60 feet long.     
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Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted to the 

City Council, a resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption 

approving the conditional use permit to allow a 3-story, 22-unit condominium in the 

Shoreland district at 16239 Highland Drive (Bob Spilman) with the following conditions:  

 

1. That development in the Shoreland District be limited to 22 units and a 

height of 39 feet; 

2. That the property be platted to show the proposed lots and provide for 

dedication of the new road alignment and utility easements;  

3. That a portion of Lemmon Road be vacated; 

4. That the Developer needs to obtain clear title to a 16.5 foot strip of land 

that is currently of unknown ownership; 

5. That the owner pay for a preliminary engineering report for water sewer 

and streets and petition the City of the installation of this infrastructure;  

6. That the new Lemmon Road be constructed to City standards prior to 

issuance of a building permit or vacation of the old road right of way. 

7. That the Developer apply for a Land Disturbance Permit from the City 

prior to issuance of a building permit; 

8. That the Developer obtain any permits required from the Pelican River 

Watershed District; 

9. That the project be constructed as shown on the approved site plan;  

10. That property owner’s association documents or deed restrictions provide 

that 50% of  the land area preserved as open space and 20% of the land 

area be preserved as useable open space; 

11. That 2 parking spaces be provided per unit and ½ space per unit be 

provided for guest parking; 

12. That a property owner’s association documents requiring mandatory 

membership be approved by the City prior to issuance of a building 

permit; 

13. That connection to City sewer and water is required; 

14. That the Owner will preserve a significant portion of the vegetation for 

screening and add plants for screening east of the realigned Lemmon 

Road;  

15. Any change in impervious surface over 20% requires Planning 

Commission approval. 

 

Alderman Marks Erickson was surprised with the unanimous vote of the Planning 

Commission, noting some of the issues of the proposed plan, historic value of the single 

family homes in the area, mostly rural in nature, and the height variance of 39 feet in the 

Shoreland District. Marks Erickson does not recommend approval of the Conditional Use 

Permit.  

 

Jeff Swanson, 28234 Highland Drive, appeared before the Council and expressed concern 

with the narrow driveway width for fire safety.  Mr. Swanson also expressed he is not in 

favor of the project. 
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Brian Andring, 16265 Highland Drive, appeared before the Council and expressed 

concern with number of properties that had been mentioned that will be using Highland 

Drive, many more properties are using Highland Drive.  Mr. Andring noted he feels if a 

22 unit condominium is approved to be built it will result in single family home values 

decreasing in the area.       

 

Alderman Imholte reiterated he was not in favor for the property to be rezoned.  Once the 

property was annexed by the City it was then re-zoned a R-A, which allows the Council 

to decide the property use.  Alderman Imholte noted he felt the best use of the property 

would be single family homes.   

 

Alderman Imholte noted since the property has been rezoned to R-4, while Alderman 

Imholte is still not in favor of the Property Plan, he now feels because of the facts he will 

have to vote for the approval of the conditional use permit. 

 

Alderman Marks Erickson clarified the Council did have discussions and the reason it 

was rezoned was to give the Developer some flexibility, but there is no reason that the 

Council will need to approve a conditional use permit to allow a 22 unit condominium.         

 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Wenner, and 

carried with two dissenting votes (Marks Erickson and Voss).  Alderman Schurman 

abstained. Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613D adopted. 

 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

motion was made by Alderman Imholte introducing for its second reading and adoption, 

Ordinance 412 amending Section 20 of the Zoning Ordinance rezoning 1473 Legion 

Road from “R-A” Residential Agriculture District to “I-1” Light Industrial.  The motion 

was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council, a motion was made by Alderman Imholte introducing for its first 

reading of Ordinance No. 414 amending Section 20 of the Zoning Ordinance rezoning 

303 Holmes Street West from “R-3” Multi-Family Residential District to “B-1” Central 

Business District.   Alderman Marks Erickson noted the reason she is not if favor of 

rezoning the property is because it is a small lot and the City of Detroit Lakes need R-3 

Zones.   

 

 The motion was seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried with one dissenting vote 

(Marks Erickson). 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, approving the 

variance request to allow a to allow 10 parking spaces instead of 13 spaces for a 2,112 
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square foot office building and to allow a curb cut access 23 feet from the intersection 

instead of 40 feet at 303 Holmes Street West (Justin Skarie) with the following 

conditions:  

 

1. That the project be constructed as shown on the approved site plan; 
2. That the owners obtain the required Pelican River Watershed District 

Permit if one is required;   
3. That the owner provide a 6 foot high hedge on the west side of his parking 

lot starting 20 feet south of the north lot line;   
 

Justin Skarie appeared before the Council and gave reasons why a variance should be 

approved for the property at 303 Holmes Street West.  Mr. Skarie noted the nature of his 

business is primarily by appointment only, with a low volume of cars.   

 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Josephsen, and 

carried with one dissenting vote (Marks Erickson).  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 

0613A adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption, approving the 

preliminary plat of Village Estates (DTN Investments) with the following conditions:  

 

1. That the owner pay the 6% park dedication fee of $5,400. prior to final 

plat approval; 

2. That the owners provide any utility easement required by the City; 

3. That the owners dedicate up to 6% of the site for stormwater treatment as 

designated by the City Engineer; 

4. That the owner dedicate any road right of way required by the City;  

 

The motion was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson and carried without a dissenting 

vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613B adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption approving the 

variance application to build a 24 x 26 foot garage with a 22-foot front yard setback at 

610 Roosevelt Avenue (Lester Braasch) with the following conditions:  

 

1. That the building have a 22 foot front yard setback; 

2. That the building be constructed as shown on the approved site plan  

 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke, and 

carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613C adopted. 
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 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption approving the 

variance application to build an accessory structure in the front yard on a double frontage 

lot at 2131 Memory Lane (James Wood) with the following conditions:  

 

1. That the project be constructed as shown on the approved site plan; 

2. That the lot not exceed 25% impervious surface coverage; 

3. That the driveway be setback 40 feet from the intersection of the lot lines 

at the corner. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke, and 

carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613E adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption approving the 

conditional use permit to allow a Planned Unit Development with six single family 

homes at 1048 West Lake Drive (B&W Properties) with the following conditions:  

 

1. That the project not exceed 6 single family homes;  

2. That the property be platted to show the proposed lot layout and provide 

for dedication of utility easements and the West Lake Drive road right of 

way; 

3. That the owner pay for a preliminary engineering report for water sewer 

and petition the City of installation of this infrastructure;  

4. That the Developer apply for a Land Disturbance Permit from the City and 

sign a Stormwater Facilities Maintenance Agreement prior to issuance of a 

building permit; 

5. That the Developer obtain any permits required from the Pelican River 

Watershed District or the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency;  

6. That the owner provide a development schedule for the project; 

7. That the property owner association documents or deed restrictions 

provide that 50% of the land area be preserved as open space and 20% of 

the land area be preserved as useable open space;  

8. That 2 parking spaces be provided per unit and ½ space per unit be 

provided for guest parking;  

9. That a Property Owner’s Association documents requiring mandatory 

membership be approved by the City prior to issuance of a building 

permit;  

10. That all buildings be setback at least 25 feet from the private drive;  

11. That the distance between buildings be a minimum of 10 feet; 

12. That one centrally located dock with 6 slips be allowed; 

13. The drives shall be approved by the Fire Chief and City Engineer. 

14. That the impervious surface coverage not exceed 25%; 
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The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Schurman, and 

carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613F adopted. 

 

 Pursuant to the recommendation of the Planning Commission that was submitted 

to the City Council and recommendation of the Community Development Committee, a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Imholte, who moved its adoption approving the 

expansion of a non-conforming use to allow a 30’x40’ addition to an industrial building 

with a 21-food side yard setback at 1632 Dan Street (DRC Investments).  The motion for 

adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Marks Erickson, and carried 

without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613G adopted. 

 

Alderman Schurman informed the Council a discussion took place at the Public 

Works Committee Meeting regarding the Longview Drive Speed Study from November 

2015.  No action at this time, discussion may happen again after the HWY 10/HWY 59 

Project and Airport Road Closure  

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and the Park Board a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, approving 

the Master Partnership Contract with the State of Minnesota and the City of Detroit Lakes 

through June 30, 2022.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 

Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 

Resolution 0613H adopted. 

   

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee a resolution was 

introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, authorizing the preparation 

of a preliminary engineering report and preliminary design for Long Lake Annexations – 

Area 4A Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Improvements.  The motion for the adoption of 

the resolution was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  

Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613I adopted. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Schurman to authorize the preparation of plans and specifications for 

sanitary sewer and watermain improvements related to The Landing on Little Detroit 

Lake PUD (contingent on execution of a development agreement and required pre-

payments – 1048 West Lake Drive).  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was 

seconded by Alderman Voss and carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and the Park Board a 

resolution was introduced by Alderman Schurman, who moved its adoption, accepting a 

donation of two (2) bike fix stations for the City trails from the VFW.  The motion for the 

adoption of the resolution was seconded by Alderman Josephson and carried without a 

dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 0613J adopted. 

 

City Engineer Jon Pratt gave a status update of City Projects.  1) TH 10/59 

Frontage Road Improvements:  Project is substantially complete, some of the defective 

pavement on the City frontage roads will be replaced.  Schedule has not been determined.  
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2) West Lake Drive Reconstruction and Multi-Use Trail – Legion Road to CSAH 6:  

There will be a meeting in June with Becker County to discuss initial project 

development and right-of-way needs.  Project construction is tentatively set for 2020. 

Awarded $325,000 of grand funding through MNDOT TA Funding. 3) Long Lake 

Annexation – Phase 3:  Master Plan is 80% complete.  Further work is pending further 

information concerning possible expansion of Strata mining operation.  Council should 

consider authorizing preliminary design of area 4A (north side of Long Lake) to allow for 

construction in 2018.  Construction for area 4A (north side) tentatively set for 2018.  

Ultimate project will included extension of sewer and water utilities to north and west 

sides of Long Lake.  4) Long Bridge Heights – Phase 3:  Project complete.  Working on 

processing final payment.  Project included street and utility improvements for final 

phase of residential subdivision and water main looping to standpipe water tower.    5) 

Traffic Signal Study – TH 10/East Shore Drive/CSAH 54 and TH10/Kris 

Street/Randolph Road:  MnDOT has secured grant funds to assist in paying for the City's 

portion of the East Shore/TH 10 signal system.  Staff met with MnDOT to have further 

discussion about scope of Randolph Road improvements and City/MnDOT Cost 

participation.  Also talking with MnDOT about potential state grant funds to assist with 

Randolph Road improvement costs.  Currently the proposed improvements include a new 

signal at TH 10/East Shore Drive and modification to the existing signal at TH 10/ 

Randolph/Kris Street (will be a 3/4 intersection and stop signs on Randolph).  

Improvements to Randolph Road will also be needed.  Project is tentatively scheduled for 

2020.  6) 2016 Street Rehabilitation:  Project is complete.  Final payment and closeout 

paperwork being processed by Contractor.  Project included mill and overlay and FDR 

pavement rehabilitation to various streets (+/- 8 miles).  7) North TH/Sanitary Sewer and 

Watermain Improvements:  Project has been awarded to Sellin Brothers.  Currently 

processing contracts.  Construction to begin in late June or early July.  8) Long Pines 

Estates – Street and Utility Improvements:  Project has been awarded to Feldt Plumbing.  

Currently processing contracts.  Construction to begin in mid-June. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Schurman, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote 

to accept the June 2017 City Engineers Report. 

 

 Alderman Imholte publically recognized and thanked the Heartland Trail 

Committee and many people involved in the Heartland Trail Project.   

 

City Administrator Kelcey Klemm informed the Council all City of Detroit Lakes 

residents should be receiving in the next few weeks, a single sort recycling tote from their 

hired garbage haulers.    

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by Ashley Lindberg to rope off an area on the park 

side of the Pavilion for her wedding reception on Saturday, June 24, 2017. (They have the 

Pavilion rented for this event.) 
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Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by Michael Casper to rope off the public beach in 

front of the Pavilion to be used exclusively for a wedding ceremony on Friday, 

September 1, 2017.  Upon completion of the ceremony the chairs will be removed.  (They 

have the Pavilion rented for the Wedding Reception.) 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license for Sanita Aldina to sell 

educational books door-to-door within City limits pursuant to their application, surety 

bond and fees.  Requests permission to sell door-to-door for 12 days (July 3-8, July 10-

15, 2017 - No Sundays). 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license for the Cornfield Cafe 

allowing them to sell food products from a concessions trailer at the Becker County 

Fairground for the Demo Derby on July 8, 2017 pursuant to their application, surety bond 

and fees. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the issuance of a transient merchant’s license for Rick Green (Stir Fry on 

a Stick) allowing him to sell food products from a concessions trailer at 1465 Menard 

Drive (Menards parking lot) from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM daily, pursuant to his application, 

surety bond and fees. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the American Heart Association for a Special 

Event Permit to hold the Lakes Area Heart Walk on Thursday, June 1, 2017, 5:00 PM to 

7:00 PM 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the American Cancer Society for a Special Event 

Permit to hold the American Cancer Society Relay for Life of Becker County on 

Thursday, June 8, 2017, 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by Scheels for a Special Event Permit to hold the 

Corporate Photo Shoot on the City Beach on Tuesday, June 13, 2017, 5:00 AM to 12:00 

PM. 
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Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the DLCCC for a Special Event Permit to hold 

the Tough Laker on Sunday, June 25, 2017, 6:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the Lakes Area Young Life for a Special Event 

Permit to hold the Young Life Triathlon, 5K and Kid’s Fun Run, August 18, 2017 (8:00 

AM) – August 19, 2017 (1:00 PM). 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the DL Chamber for a Special Event Permit to 

hold the 3rd Annual Detroit Lakes Antique & Classic Boat Show in the City Park 

Saturday, August 12, 2017, 10:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request submitted by the Twin City Powerboat Race Association for a 

Special Event Permit to hold the Jerry Simonson Memorial Quake the Lake 11 

Powerboat Races on Little Detroit August 12-13, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation from the Public Works Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting 

vote approving the request made by Ann Shepard to have two cats and one dog at 1340 

Pelican Lane.   

 

Pursuant to City Charter, Chapter 6, Section 6.04 and upon the recommendation 

of Mayor Brenk, a motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman 

Sukke and carried, without a dissenting vote, appointing the Finance Committee 

(Wenner, Schurman, Sukke and Zeman) as the Budget Committee for 2017.    

 

The Budget Committee will meet at 7:00 AM in the Conference Room of the City 

Administration Building.  Please note a quorum of the Council may be present at the 

meetings. 

  Thursday, August 3 

  Tuesday, August 15 

  Thursday, August 17 

  Thursday, August 24 

  Tuesday, August 29 

  Thursday, August 31 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a motion was made by 

Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote to 
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approving the final payment to Central Specialties, Inc. in the amount of $62,715.86 for 

the 2016 Street Rehabilitation project. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 

carried without a dissenting vote that the trial balance and monthly financial reports, 

submitted by Finance Officer Pamela Slifka, showing a balance in the City treasury to be 

in the amount of $15,008,578.10 as of May 31, 2017, be accepted, approved and placed 

on file. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, a resolution was introduced 

by Alderman Wenner, who moved its adoption, approving the payment of claims paid by 

proper authorization covering the period of May 9, 2017 through June 13, 2017, in the 

amount of $2,665,801.69.  The motion for the adoption of the resolution was seconded by 

Alderman Sukke and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared 

Resolution 0613K adopted. 

  

Upon to the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Josephson introducing for its second reading and adoption Ordinance No. 

411 relative to Predatory Offenders – Residency Restrictions, Safety Zones and 

Prohibited Activity.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote.   

 

Upon to the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, a motion was made 

by Alderman Josephson introducing for its first reading Ordinance No. 413 amending 

Section 301 of the City Code amending the closing times of the City parks and City 

beach.  Alderman Josephson noted after discussions held at the Public Safety Committee 

Meeting the proposed times of the closing for all City Parks will be 10:30 PM and the 

proposed closing time for the City Beach will be 2:00 AM.   Alderman Josephson noted 

the request is coming for the Police Department to help equip  the Police Officers with 

consistent closing times and to help reduce the vandalism that is happening in the City 

Parks.   The motion was seconded by Alderman Wenner and carried without a dissenting 

vote.   

 

Alderman Josephson appeared before the Council and informed the Council 

discussion took place at the Public Safety Committee Meeting regarding the costs and 

personnel needs for parades and other events being held in the City of Detroit Lakes. 

Alderman Josephson noted the City of Detroit Lakes on the average has several more 

parades and events than other Cities.  Mayor Brenk noted this should be an item to be 

looked at by the 2018 Budget Committee.    

 

Alderman Josephson appeared before the Council and informed the Council 

discussions took place at the Public Safety Committee Meeting regarding the Tobacco 21 

Movement.   Alderman Josephson noted several citizens attended the Meeting, both in 

favor of the Tobacco 21 Movement and several citizens against the Tobacco 21 

Movement.   After a lengthy discussion City Attorney Charlie Ramstad will work with 
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other Cities and the League of Minnesota Cities on a proposed draft of amending the City 

of Detroit Lakes Tobacco Ordinance.   

 

Alderman Josephson appeared before the Council and gave an update on the 

discussion of a Joint Law Enforcement Center with Becker County.  More information 

needs to be assembled, no action.    

 

Upon the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee a motion was made 

by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried, without a dissenting 

vote appointing Jarrod Althoff, Derek Simpson, Todd Goodwin to full membership in the 

Detroit Lakes Volunteer Fire Department effective May 23, 2017 due to their successful 

completion of the one year probation period.  

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor and Gambling Control Committee a 

motion was made by Alderman Marks Erickson, seconded by Alderman Voss and carried 

without a dissenting vote approving  the request from the Detroit Lakes Regional 

Chamber of Commerce for a  $1000 donation for the Liquor Fund for the 2017 4th of July 

Fireworks Display.   

 

Alderman Marks Erickson informed the Council, the Police Department received 

a noise complaint from a citizen regarding Zorbaz.  Police Chief Steven Todd updated the 

Council on the call.    City Administrator Kelcey Klemm will write a letter to Zorbaz 

about the Noise Violation.   

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license for 

Holiday Inn (Right Choice Lodging LLC) to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor at 

the DLCCC for the Staskywicz/McGillis Wedding on June 17, 2017, for the 

Palmer/Miller Wedding on September 23, 2017, pursuant to their application and fees. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a special on-sale intoxicating liquor license for 

Holiday Inn (Right Choice Lodging LLC) to sell and serve on-sale intoxicating liquor at 

the Pavilion for the Nelson/Hofner Wedding on May 27, 2017, for the 

Fairbanks/Reiffenberger Wedding on July 22, 2017, for the Berndt/Olson Wedding on 

September 16, 2017, pursuant to their application and fees. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the issuance of a temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license 

for the Detroit Lakes Jaycees to sell and serve intoxicating liquor in designated areas at 

the Detroit Lakes Pavilion, 1361 Washington Avenue on July 15, 2017, in conjunction 

with the Water Carnival, pursuant to their application and fee. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Patriot Assistance 

Dogs to hold a raffle at Lucky Dog, 1478 Mallard Street on July 10, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Detroit Lakes 

Jaycees to hold a raffle at the Detroit Lakes Pavilion, 1361 Washington Avenue on July 

13, 2017. 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Lakes Crisis & 

Resource Center to hold a raffle at the Kent Freeman Arena, 1310 Rossman Avenue on 

August 10, 2017. 

 

 Upon the recommendation of the Liquor/Gambling Control Committee a motion 

was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and carried without a 

dissenting vote, approving the gambling application submitted by the Detroit Lakes 

Jaycees to hold a raffle at the Lakeside Tavern, 200 West Lake Drive on August 26, 

2017. 

 

 Mayor Brenk, Council Members and City staff thanked Public Utility General 

Manager Vernell Roberts for his endless hours he has worked to obtain State and Federal 

funding for the new waste water treatment facility.  

 

 Mayor Brenk introduced a resolution authorizing the execution of the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement excluding Land 

Acquisition.  Alderman Wenner moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by 

Alderman and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor Brenk declared Resolution 

0613L adopted. 

 

 Mayor Brenk introduced a resolution setting a public hearing for July 11th at 5:00 

PM for the proposed vacation of Right-of-Way of Boulder Circle (Stonebrook 

Apartments, LLP) on July 11, 2017.  Alderman Imholte moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Alderman Schurman and carried without a dissenting vote.  Mayor 

Brenk declared Resolution 0613M adopted. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 

carried, without a dissenting vote, that the April 2017 Becker County Court Report of 

$6785.05, the May Police Chief’s Report, the April & May Fire Chief’s Report, the May 

Animal Control Report, the May Liquor Store Manager’s Monthly Report, the May 

Nuisance Monthly Report, the May Parking Violations Monthly Report of $20, and the 

May Variance/Conditional Use Permit Status Report, be approved and placed on file.  
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 A motion was made by Alderman Wenner, seconded by Alderman Sukke and 

carried, without a dissenting vote, approving the following licenses through December 

31, 2017:  

 

Plumbing Licenses: 

Custom Design Plumbing, LLC  

Lakes Area Plumbing & Heating 

 

Solid Waste Hauler Licenses: 

Wilke Enterprises, LLC (Detroit Lakes Disposal) 

 

Taxi Licenses: 

Drive Your Ride (Kasi Geyer & Krystie Crawford) 

 

Mayor Brenk declared July 20, 2017 as Dr. Bob Watson Day.  Mayor Brenk read 

the Proclamation for Dr. Bob Watson Day. 

 

Mayor Brenk announced that Alderman Schurman has moved from Ward II to 

Ward III, according to Section 2.06 of the City Charter, “In the event an Alderman should 

change residency from the ward from which elected to another ward within the City, such 

Alderman shall serve to the next regular election at which time a vacancy shall exist.” 

 

Mayor Brenk congratulated Alderman Barbara (Schiller) Voss on her wedding to 

Richard Voss on June 3, 2017. 

 

Mayor Brenk announced the Joint Governance Meeting will be Tuesday, July 11, 

2017 at 7:00 AM hosted by the Detroit Lakes Schools. 

 

Mayor Brenk announced the 2017 CGMC Summer Conference is August 2-4, 

2017 in Fergus Falls, MN.   

 

There being no further business to conduct, by general consent, the Mayor 

adjourned the meeting (7:10 PM).  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Glori French, City Clerk 



Q ExF*rgrr A"

June t3,2Ot7

Kelcey Klemm

City Administrator

1025 Roosevelt Avenue

Detroit Lakes MN 56502

Thlrty four months ago when lfirst appeared before the City Councitto inquire as
to what I could do with the property I had purchased on Hightand Drive, I was
told to put a detailed plan together and present it to the Detroit Lakes Planning
Commission. I did just that. I thought that I had put together a great plan that
everyone would like. I was wrong. I was turned down by the planning
Commission 9 to 0.

Now, two years later after working on a plan that I think is the best one ye! it was
approved bythe Detroit Lakes Planning Commission on May 25tr, by a vote of 9
to 0 in my favor.

Next was the Community Development Committee. Only 2 members were in
attendance last night and 1 voted against me and the other voted for my project
but there was no recommendation to the City Council for tonight's meeting.
Because there was no recommendation to approve, I would like to deferthe City
Council's decision on my project untilthe July meeting. I woutd assume that I

would also have to attend the July Community Development Meeting for their
recommendation when a fullquorum should be in attendance.

And I would also like to defer the Public Hearing for the vacation of the west end
of Lemmon Road untilthe July city council meeting as well.

Thank you,

Robert D Spilman


